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| Reclefiaſtical MISSIO, V 


ASSERTED; "wy 


And the APPEAL (in te 
PRESERVATIVE againſt 
the Principles and P rackice of: the 


NON-=FURORS, Kc). 


To the Conſciences and common Senſe 
of the Chriſtian Laity, diſculs'd. * 


wherein feveral Antichriftian Poſitions in that 1M 
* Pamphlet are examined, the neceflity of the  * 
FEccleſiaſtical MISSIO N is proved by the Holy 
Scriptures, andthe Uninterrupted Continuance of 

It (here in Britain) from the Days of the Apoftfes 
1 this our Age, is e deduced. 


2 


. 77 piſe . © FREED are they, — 
| ſdf-wiltd: * are not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignitiee. 0) 
2 Peter 2. v. 10. | 

Spots are they and blemiſhes, ſporting tbemſel ves with * 

1 their own dectivings, while they feaſt with ou. v. 13. 

"= — Beguiling unſtable Souls: an Heart they have erer E 

+ cis 4 wich r : er c,. v. 14. 
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. 


Age 6. Line ult. for hy read He. p. 7.1. 31. f. Regular 
r. Regularly. p. 11. J. 2. f. Lunatick v. I unaticks p.15. 
J. 6. f. partaining 1. pertaining. p. 34. 1.17. f. was r. war. p. 
38. 1. 16. for the Uſage r. this Uſ1ge p. 40. 1. 8. t. whom 3. who, 
p. 56. l. uit. f. Anno r. Annum. Pp. 64.1. 17, f. Admin ſtrated r. 
Adminiſtred. p. 70. 1. 10. f. Sodome 1. Sodom. ibid. I. uit. f. up 
Regular r. up a Regular. p. 84. I. 26. f. come r. came. p. 86. J. 12. 
f. not in no r. in no. p. 89. I. 30. f. Crinus r. CM. p. 108. 1. 
14. f. wearied of r. wearied with. p. 110.1. 17. f. become 1. be- 
came. ibid. I. 25. f. Iſmael r. Iſhmael. p. 113. l. H. f Exem- 
Play r. Exemplariy. p. 115. 1.8. f. Wifes r. Wives. p. 121. 1. 
33. f. a ſeeming Sanctity 1. Saniiity. p. 123. l. 35. f. afterwards 
0 r. 10. p. 12 5. I. 9. f. has r. have. p. 13 t. I. 3. f. lay 1. He. 
p. I3 5. I. 3. f. lay their Heads r. lay on their Hands. 
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LA AS 3 
Ee HAT which firſt mov'd me to 


ID 2 5 write the following Treatiſe, war 

the Author of the Fly ing- poſt's re- 
ESO: viving an exploded Opinion, That 
the "Church could ſubtiſt without an Un- 
interruption in the Succeſſion of its Eccle- 
fiaſtical Miniſters ; and chough I was ſenſible it 
was not worth my while tu take any notice of 
him, becauſe à very ſmall degree of Reaſon 
won d be ſufficient to diſeaver the Weatneſs of 
his Arguments, and the Preſumption of his Aſ- 
ſertions ; yet, when I ſaw the ſame Topicks 
advanced in a Pampblet, entituPd, A Preſerva- 
tive, &c. ſaid to be written by a Perſon of 
far greater Note and Eſteem; I was indeed 
ſollicitous what mig bt be the Conſequences of A 
great (tho* ill) Example :, (for the World is 
700 often miſled by Titles, 8 too apt to be ſe- 
duc d hy the Reprcaion of the Auibors,) and 
therefore I Jr te ld it convenient to publiſh my 
Sentiment. of ic '0 the World, to recommend the 


| compariſon of th: je Iwo get ber. in order to 


prevent the 7 tile ncę of the Name, that is fixs 
ed {0 Te Prelcrvative ; 414 10 2xp je both Per- 
A 2 fore 


. The P R E F A C E. 


ormances thus agreeing together in a remar ka- 
ble Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of Argument. 

 Thave therefore in anſwer both to the one and 
the other, prov'd the Succeſſion to be uninter- 
rupted in Fad ;, by (hewing from whence the 
Britiſh Miſſion has been derived, and how it 
has been continued down to our Times Where- 
by one may clearly ſee what an Opinion Church- 
men from all Ages have had of the Neceſſity 
of it, And becauſe every illiterate Pretender 
to Controverſy has recourſe immediately to Scri- 
prure in defence, even, of the moſt monſtrous 
Prejudices, Thave ſhewn,that the ſacred Truths 
of that Book are not of private Interpretation, 
which is as various as are the Opinions of dif- 
ferent Men, but that the conſtant and univer- 
ſal Practice of the Church is the proper and 
adequate Rule by which it muſt be interpreted 
For tho the Holy Scriptures confeſſedly contain 
all things neceſſary to Salvation, yet are there 
many Dotrines, and thoſe neceſlary to Salva- 
tion, that are not expreſſed in them, but are 
to be drawn from them by juſt and proper Infe- 
rences, which Inferences humane Reaſon un- 
aſſiſted with the conſtant Practice of the Church 
cou'd never have deduc'd ;, and this is own'd 
by the Sixth Article, of our Church which de- 
clares, that it is not to be required of any 
Man thar it ſhould be believed as an Article 
of the Faith, or be thought requiſire or ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, which is not contained 
in the Holy Scriptures ; but it does not deny 


that tobat can be pꝛob'd from the Scripture, 
though 


The PREFACE. ili 
> though it be not read in it, may be believed as 
” an Article of Faith: And that the Compilers 
. of theſe Articles acknowledg'd Primitive Pra- 
Hice to be the Rule, by which ſuch Inference: 

were to be made, no one will doubt, that 
conſiders the Church of England's Profeſſion 

of Reforming according to the Pattern of the 
Primitive Church : I have alſo made it appear, 
that the Objections of both theſe Gentlemen 

þ in relation to the Lay-deprivations in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, whether true or 
falſe, can have no force againſt the Nonjurors. 
Now becauſe the Author of the Flying-poſt 

has thought fit to aſſert, that the Miſſion con- 
vey d to us from Rome muſt be Void and Null, 
becauſe of the vicious Lives 4 moſt of their 
Popes, I ſhall, to what I have already ſaid, add 

a Tranſcript of part of the Twenty Sixth Ar- 

4 ricle, which declares, that For as much as 
they do not Adminiſtrate the Word and Sa- 
craments in their own Name but in Chriſt's, 
and do Miniſter by His Commiſſion and Au- 
thority ; Therefore the effe& of Chriſt's Or- 
dinance is not taken away by the Wickedneſs 

of the Adminiſtrators, Here the vicious 
Lives of the Miniſters of Divine Inſtitutions 

are declared not to hinder the efficacy of 
them, and the reaſon is given, becauſe this 
efficacy depends upon the Inſtitution and Pro- 

miſe of Chriſt : For it is certain that, firſt, 

The Piety of the Adminiſtrator was not by 
Chriſt made any Part of the Inſtitution, and 

that therefore this is complete without For, 

an 


iv The PREFACE. 


and if complete, then valid : Nor, 2dly, 
Any Condition of his Authority, and if no 


Condition of his Authority, then cannot the 


want of the firſt render the latter deficient : 
And which is ſtill more unfortunate, he muſt 
either deny Judas to have been an Apoſtle, 
or elſe vindicate him for the great Sanity 
of his Life and Practice, before he can with 
any Modeſiy repeat bis Aſſertion, that the 
wiciouſneſs of the Paſtors forfeits their Com- 
miſſion, and renders their Adminiſtrations 
invalid I ſhall only add, that the perſonal 
Purity of the Miniſler is as precarious a Bot- 
tom, as the Intention among the Romaniſts, 
and that the confining the efficacy of the Sacra- 
ments to ſuch ſlippery and uncertain means, 
ig indeed a meer human Invention. 

But it may perhaps be objefted, that, tho I 
have ſufficiently anſwer'd this particular, yet 
have I not thereby vindicated the Succeſſion 
from Interruption, becauſe I my ſelf muſt ace 


knowledge, that tho" no perſonal Imperfection 


in a Perſon, to wizom the Commiſſion has been 


regularly convey'd, can de(lroy the efficacy of 
the Sacraments, &c. yet will a Schiſinatical 


Adminiſtration render them ineffeflual, becauſe 
Schiſm is not perſonal but affefs the whole 
Church; that, if by Schiſm a Perſon ſo far 
looſes his Commiſſion, that be is uncapable of 
performing it to the purpoſes, for which it was 
given him, ſo far it muſt be reſtored in order 


to the obtaining the ſame purpoſes, but that no 


Power can reſtore it, hut the ſame that gave 
it, 


| 
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| it, which Power was not viſible in the World 
. at the time of the Reformation, becauſe all 
known Churches were tainted with the ſame 
; or equal Corruptions, the Conſ-qu-nce of all 


: which is, that the Succeſſion was then actu- 
ally interrupted : To which I anſwer, that 
9 there is a very wide difference between Invali- 
C dity and Ineffeuality ;, the one is an eſſential 
- þ Defett, the other a circumſtantial one + Thus 


'S a ſinful Courſe of Life will rend-r Baptiſm in- 
1 effettual, but it can never deſtroy the Right 
2 any one has to the Name, nor (upon Repentance) 
8. to the Privileges of a Chriſtian; which Privi- 
2— l-pes the moſt ſtrict Method of living cou'd never 
s, have entitul:d ſuch a Perſon to wit bout Baptiſm: 

This then is a circumſtantial Defeft , ſuppoſing 
Y | again he had not been baptis'd in the Name 0 


et the Trinity, or by a commiſfion'd Miniſter, &c. 
on Then this had been an eſjential Defe&, ſuch 


Ce as hal entirely render'd bis Baptiſm invalid, 
on and left bim in the condition of a Perſon who 
en bad never been baptized at all : So that you 
of ſee when the Eſſentials are preſerv'd, Repen- 
cal tance alone is ſufficient for the recovery of thoſe 
aſe Benefits that were ſuſpended, during the con- 


ole tinuancè in Sin, but where an eſſential Part 


far of the Inſtitution is omitted, there the Defect 
of cannot h ſupplied, but by ſupplying that eſſan- 
94 tial Omiſſiun; which is, by receiving that Holy 
Tow Sacrament according to Chriſt's Inſtitution in 
8 all its Parts, and not by halves. So in Schiſm 
Os toe Exerciſe of the prizſily Office, &c. is ſuſ- 
it, penaed, but the Ci'ratticr is not eraſed « That 
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7s Indelible, and if rightly received, can never 
be loſt, nor ſtand in need of being reſtor d. 
The Church is Chriſt's Body, and thoſe who 
make a Schiſm in the Church divide the Body 
of Chriſt, conſequently thoſe who continue that 
Schiſm, continue the diviſion of that ſacred 
Body, but a ſchiſmatical Church, aud conſe- 
quently the Schiſm of ſuch a Church tis prefer- 
ved and upheld by the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, (for without that Adminiſtration 
there is no Church Communion,) and conſe- 
quently ſuch an Adminiſtration is directly in 
oppofition to Chriſt, and inſtead of uniting us 
70 bim | which is the peculiar and chief Bleſ- 
fing of the Euchariſt} disjoins and ſeparates 
ws from him, as it cheriſhes and continues the 
diviſion of his Body, and is therefore ſo far 
from being Effectual to the purpoſes of Salva- 
tion, which conſiſts in our nearer approaches 
to God, that it has a quite contrary Tendence, 
and removes us farther from bim. This I 
think, ſufficiently proves the ineffectualitiy of 
ſebiſinatical Adminiſtrations, &c. but we can 
no ways conclude from thence, that Schiſm de- 
ftroys the prieftly Character; it is indeed the 
impeding Cauſe, the reaſon, as I have juſt 
now ſhew'd, why the Prieſt can't effeAually 


exerciſe his Commiſſion : But if that be regu- 


larly and rightly received, the Effects, which 
were ſuſpeted by the Schiſm, will return upon 
his Repentance, and leaving the Schiſmatical 
Communion for Ceſſante Cauſa, ceſſat effectus, 
take away the Cauſe and the Effect _— pi 

4 


1 
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Ve had no Objection to his Adminiſtrations 


" © before the Schiſm commenc'd ; conſequently we 
50 can haue none after it is at an end. And hence, 
ay I think, it plainly follows, that the Hereſy 
5 and Schiſm of the Church of Rome cou'd make 
1 mo Interruption in our Succeſſion, becauſe what- 
2 ever Imperfections might be charged upon it 
7 during the Schiſm, they are all now vaniſhed, 
he ince that, of which they were the effect, is 


on of itſelf ceaſed. 
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22 This ſuperficial arguer tells you again, that 
in Two or Three gathered together might Con- 
107 ſtitute a Church without either Biſhops or Pa- 
* flors : But the Twenty Third Article declares 


tes it to be unlawful, for any one to take that 
be Office upon him, unleſs he be lawfully called 
far to it, i. e. by ſuch Men as the Church has 
„2 Jiven the Power of ſending Labourers into 

the Vineyard of the Lord. This Article, I 
ce think, plainly inſiſts upon a Miſſion, and nos 
„ onh upon a Miſſion in general, but from ſuch 
of Men as the Church has given the Power of 


KF ſending Labourers into God's Vineyard, But 
= ibis Gentleman affirms a Man may take that 
the Office upon him, without being called at all: 
muſt In ſhort, he has pretended to write an Anſwzr 


ly to the Papiſts, and to vindicete the Reformers 
921 from the Charge of that Church, by Principles 
cb - Of palſible) more deſtrufive, than the Cor- 
pon ruptions of Rome it ſelf; They have added 
* their own Inventions to Articles of Faith, and 
us, facrilegiouſly mutilated the Holy Sacrament, 
or - - They have advancd Heretical Teners, and 


We a ſebiſe 


ſebiſmatically imposd immoral Terms of Com- 
munion, but they have perpetuated the Succeſ= * 
fron, and preſerved the Exiſtence of the Church: 
IW bereas this Scribler ſtrikes at her very Being, 
without which neither Articles of Faith, nor 
the Holy Sacraments, nor ſound Doctrine, nor 
Communion itſelf can be preſerv'd; he denies 
Her Succeſſion to have been preſerv'd in Fact, 
and boldly (tho ignoranth, as I have provid) 
aſſerts rhe no-neceſſity of any Succeſſion at all. 
And now let the World jndge, what noble 
Advocates theſe are for the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
who to eſtabliſh the Divine Authority of Scri- 
ptures, depreciate that very Teſtimony, upon 
which we receive them as fuch, I mean the 
Conſent of the Fathers; who, while they pre- 
tend to vindicatè the Church of England, re- 
flect upon Her Succeſſion, and contradict Her 
Articles and Rubricks, and in a Word, who, 
to avoid the groſs Errors and Corruptions of a 
real Church, would reduce that, to which the 
pretend to be united, to a State of Annihila- 
rion, by denying the neceſſity of an uninter- 
rupted Miſſion, in oppoſition both to the Jew- 
1h and Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and in contra- 
dliction to the Promiſe of Chriſt, * the Practice 
of all Churches both Ancient and Modern, and 
even of that of the Presbyterians themſelves, 
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* St. Matthew 28. 20. 
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Dninterrupted Succeſſion of the Ece 


cleſzaftical Miſfon aſſerted, JC. 


Nene egg II E ſad and woſul State of this 
SACS? D our glorious Church in theſe un- 


2s 
2 3 T OR happy Times, when there are fo. 


many Debates, and Contentions, 
2 225 maintain'd by thoſe who aſſume to 
Wan NE,. themſelves the Name of being true 
Orthodox Members of the Catholick Church, is 
ſuch as ſeems to threaten her utter Ruin, by ex- 


poſing her to the Reproach and Scorn of her 
Neighbors, and to the Malice and Rage of her 


Enemies. So that the wild boar out of the wood is 
heady to root it up, and the wild beaſt of the field to 
devour it. Hence it is that the Strong among 
us are become Weak and Feeble, and the Weak 
are ready to Stumble and Fall. Thoſe of more 
Latitudinarian Principles Glory in departing from 
the Belief of the Catholick Church: And the. Diſ- 
{enters and Sectarians taking Advantage of theſe 
Diviſions, are glad they now have an opportunity 
of vindicating themſelves upon the account of 
their departure from the Church ; while the Pa- 
piſts buz into the Ears of the unthinking Multi- 
tude, that all theſe Miſchiefs have hapned to us 


— . ” 
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a. * Pſalm 20, Verſe 13. | : 
; B becauſe 


3 5 4 
becauſc of our departure from them; and perſwade 
the Laicks every where there can be no Peace 
without their Mother Church of Rome. 

And all this is for want of a right Underſtand- 
ing of the State of the Controverſy betwixt the 
Furors and Nonjurors, Im of Opinion Church 
Controverſies ought to be manag'd with the great- 
eſt Seriouſneſs, Caution and Deliberation ; and 
its Grounds and Principles are not to be laid down 
at random by every unadviſed Pen. There ſeems 
to be one Cardo quæſtionis, à particular Hinge, | 
upon which the whole ſtreſs of the Debate ſeems 
to depend: A Pin which thoſe of the eſtabliſh's 
Church alledge, the Nonjurors have ſcrew'd too 
high; while they ſay, the Furors are not able to 
reach to it from the Baſis upon which they ſtand. 
And indeed, if People will but ſerioufly conſider 
what the ſtiff maintainers of the Controverſy upon 
the ſide of the eftabliſh'd Church have advanc'd, 
they'll find that inſtead of doing ſervice to the 
Cauſe they eſpouſe, they have done it much hurt ; 
and are ſo far from weakning, that they ſtrength- 
en the Hands of their Adverſaries, by quibling 
upon the niceſt Points, and affording nothing buc 
frivolous returns to the moſt ſolid Arguments. 

My Laick Capacity does not allow me, nor in- 
deed am I enclin'd to meddle in an Affair, where 
both Church and State ſeem to be reciprocally 
concern'd: All my Grief is, that in theſe dole- 
ful and unhappy Conteſts, as I ſaid before, the 
Church ſeems to be in the greateſt Danger of fal- 
ling to 'the Ground : She is as it were like the 
great Author of our Salvation, Our moſt Bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer, ready to be crucify'd be- 
twixt Two; the Papiſts on the one hand endea- 
vour to deftroy her; and the Diſſenters and Se- 
ctarians on the other, uſe their utmoſt Force to 
undermine her; while ſhe ſeems to lie bleeding 
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on the Ground, crying out as in the Lamenta- 
tions, Is it nothing to you all ye that paſs by, is there 
any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow. | 

Why thould they who have eaten her Bread, 
lift up the Heel againſt her? Why ſhould thoſe 
who have ſuck'd her Breaſts, be ready to bite off 
the Nipple? And why ſhould the ſeamleſs Coat 
of Our Bleſſed Lord and Maſter be thus torn in 
Pieces by the ſad and lamentable Diviſions and 
Diſtractions among his Diſciples and Followers? 
If there be ſound and ſolid Principles, by which 
every good Chriſtian ought to walk, theſe ſhould 
be ſought after and cloſely adher'd to: If Here- 
fies ariſe, they ought to be extirpated ; and if 
Schiſms, then it's the Duty of every good Man 
to perſwade the Authors and Abettors of them 
not to break the Union of the Church, to ex- 
hort them to be reconciled to her, and return to 
her Communion. Thus ſhould all ſerious good 
People think how to allay theſe ſad Heats, Diſ- 
ſentions and Animoſities, ſtirred up by thoſe who 
delight in Faction and Diviſion, and who envying 
the good and welfare of our 1/rae!, make uſe of 
irritating and reproachful Names ; ſuch as Furor, 


* Nonjuror, High Church and Low Church, bigg and 


Zory; whereby to diſturb her Peace and contrive 
her Ruin. 

Thus our Church, which formerly like Feruſa- 
lem, was builded as a City that is at Unity in it 
ſelf, f once fo famous for her Purity in Doctrine 
and Worſhip, for that Order, Decency, and good 
Government, which is the Glory of all Churches, 
is now fo wofully divided, fo far crumbled into 
Factions and Diviſions, that ſhe's like to ſhiver into 
Pieces, and be dwindled into nothing : Diviſions 


n . — ———_—_— 


F Plalm 122, Verſe 3. 
B 2 fo- 


L 4) 


fomented and ſtirred up by ſcurrilons Libels and 
Pamphlets, in order to withdraw the Minds of 
pious and devoutly difpoled Sonls from her Obe- 
dience, and to make them believe there is no ſuch 
thing as a Church to be relied upon : Among 
which is that famous Maſter piece, entituled, 4 


Preſer vative againſt the Principles and Practices of the 
Nonjurors, 5 | 
And here I crave leave humbly to-differ in O- 
pinion from the moſt of thoſe who have read and 
conſidered this Pamphlet, inthinking that it is not 
probable my Lord Biſhop of Bangor ſhould be the 
Author, His Lordſhip is a Perſon of better Senſe, 
8 Endowments, and more Learning, than to 
e guilty of ſuch a Weakneſs: He would not have 
expoſed himſelf ſo much to the ſcandal and re- 


proach of thoſe, who envying his preſent Happi- 


neſs and Preferment, would be ready to rejoice 
at his halting ; He would not have diſobliged thoſe, 
who ſit at the Helm of Affairs, by ſettling the Go- 
vernment upon a quite different footing than our 
wiſe Legiſlators did at the Revolution; by ren- 
dring it ſo precarious as to be continued or altered 
according as a ſet of crafty, deſigning, ſubtle Peo- 
ple ſhould think fit: He would not by becoming a 
Father of the Church have endeavoured © under- 
mine and ruin her: He would not have ſtirr'd up the 
Subjects againſt the Government ſo far, as to make 
them believe they were utterly unconcern'd for the 
Church, by giving ſuch Encouragement to thoſe 
who are ready to contrive her Deſtruction: He 
would not have been ſo unmannerly, as to compare 
the greateit Princes in Europe to nothing but Fools, 
Ideots and Lunaticks ; nor would he have been ſo 
uncharitable, (I had almoſt ſaid Atheiſtical,) as to 
deny the Conſtitution of our Church, to expoſe 
the Doctrines and Worſhip of it, and with the 


greateſt carpeſineſs declaim upon the Fallibilicy 
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and Weakneſs of our firſt Reformers and their Wri- 
© rings upon every turn: Nor laſtly, would he have 
* ridiculed theſe great and glorious Powers and Pri- 
vilegies of the Church, at the rate he has done. 
if all this be juſtly chargeable upon my Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Bangor, what ſhall we ſay, Mirabile viſu ! 
Lamentabile diftu ! This is to unthatch the Church, 
that he may thatch the Choir; to rob Peter to pay 
Paul, and to cry out with the Children of Edo. 
Evertite, ex imis diripite fundamentis, down with 
it, down with it, even to the Ground ; why ſhould 
there be any ſuch thing as a Church? It we ſuf- 
fer it to Flouriſh, if it be allow'd to Proſper, - 
then all theſe pernicious Doctrines, all theſe Mat- 
chiavilian Principles, all theſe political Maxims, 
by which we ſupport our ſelves, muſt fall of 
.courſe, and we ſhall be utterly undone, But 
what ſays the Church? © The Earth is Weak and 
« all the Inhabitants thereof, I bear up the Pillars 
of it, I ſaid unto the Fools deal not ſo madly, lift 
{ © not up your Horn, for Promotion cometh not 
„ from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from the 
© South ; and ſhe has good reaſon to complain that 
Gebal and Ammon, and Amalek, the Philiſtines with 
thoſe that dwell at Tyre, have caſt their Heads toge- 
ther, and are confederates againſt her. Aſſur alſo is join- 
ed unto them : and they bave holpen the Children of Lot. 
But fad is the Doom ſhe pronounces againſt all 
ſuch, who ſay, Tuſh the Lord ſhall not ſee, neither 
ſhall the God of Jacob regard it. She prays unto 
| her Deareſt Lord and Maſter who purchas'd her 
With his moſt precious Blood, that he would Do 
unto them as unto the Midianites : unto Siſera and 
unto Fabin, at the brook Kiſon : Which periſhed at 
Endor : and .became as dung of the Earth, To make 
them and their princes like Oreb, and Zeb : Which ſay, 
let us take the bouſes of God into our poſſeſſion. * 


— 
mak. and 


Plalm 83. 9, 10, 11, I2, &c, Wy 1 


y 


1 

I fay, I have greater Charity than to think this 
of Dr. Hoadly. It is faid the Priefts Lips ſhall pre- 
ſerve Knowledge, and from them proceed the 
Iſſues of Life; but this Pamphleteer F muſt have 
been no Prieſt, for from his Mouth have rather 
proceeded the Iſſues of Death, in that he has en- 
deavor'd to bereave the Church of her moſt pre- 
cious Jewels, and ſtrip her of her fineſt Orna- 
ments. That Miſſion which our bleſſed Lord and 
moſt gracious Redeemer gave to her, and pro- 
miſed to continue with his Preſence, and the San- 
ctification of the Holy Ghoſt, to the end of the 
World, he ſets at naught. © He can never grant 
* for the Honour of God, that it can be uninter- 
ce rupted, and ſays it cannot be made appear that 
ce it was ſo. He denies that our deareft Saviour 
deliver'd any Power of the Keys to his Apoſtles, 
to be by them convey'd to their Succeſſors through- 
out all Ages. It ſeems he does not believe there 
was Oil always to burn in the Lamps, and ne- 
ver to be extinguiſhed, and Fire upon the Altar 


never to be put out in the old Diſpenſation. He 


does not conſider there was a ſpecial Commiſſion 
given to the Tribe of Levi to ſerve lineally and 
uninterruptedly in the holy Prieſthood, being ad- 
mitted thereto by the anointing with Oil and lay- 
ing on of Hands: That none were allowed te 
offer at the Altar but the Prieſts, nor touch the 


Ark, or do any ſervice in the Tabernacle, but 


Prieſts and Levites. The breach upon Uzzab is 
an exemplary Puniſhment for ſuch a Preſumption. 
The peculiar Privilege the Apoſtles had of laying 
on of Hands upon thoſe, who were to be admitted 
to thy Miniſtry : The Directions the Apottle 
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3 The Author of the Preſervative. 


Paul 
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Paul gave to Excommunicate, and Abſolve the 
inceſtuous Perſon ; the ſeveral Rules laid down 
by him to Timothy and Titus. Theſe methinks, 
are ſafficient to ſhew this Pamphleteer the neceſ- 
ſity of a Miſſion, the neceſſity of the uninterrup- 


ted continuance of it, and the great Powers and 


Privileges granted to thoſe who have receiv'd it, 
and who by virtue thereof are lawfully ordain'd 
and admitted to the Miniſtry, And it ſurpriſes 
me to ſee with how much Zeal and Fervor the 
contrary is advanc'd in that Pamphlet. Sure the 
Writer of it does not conſider if once the Miſſion 
be interrupted, it muſt fall; and how can it be 


| reſtor'd except by a new call from Heaven, which 


is not to be expected? So that either the Miſſion 
is neceſſary, or not: If neceſſary, then it muſt be 


uninterruptedly continued from the Apoſtles ; if 


not neceſſary, then a Plough-man has as good a 
Right to Adminiſter Sacraments, preach and per- 
form all other minifterial Offices, as any Biſhop 
whatever. 

And this is a further Argument why it's not 
probable my Lord Biſhop of Bangor ſnould be the 
Author of that Pamphlet. It rather ſeems to have 
been written by the Author of the Flying Poſt, or 
"_ other Perſon he has employ'd for that pur- 

e. Is” 
"This famous,or rather infamous,Perſon has been 
in ſo conftant an uſe of promoting by his perni- 
cious Papers, ſuch Tenets and Maxims, as tend 
to unhinge all kinds of well and regular conſti- 
tuted Governments, and inſtill into the Minds of 
unthinking Readers, ſuch abject and mean No- 
tions of the Chriſtian Religion, that it's a ſhame 
he ſhould be ſuffered to go on in ſuch an unlimited 
courſe of villanous Practiſes. Were any to rehearſe 
what he has ſpread abroad in his almoſt daily 

ths < : Paper 


> 


_E8] 
Paper upon that wicked Deſign, it might ſwell 
toa Volume, and weary the Reader : His inform- 
ing the hired Mob what Badges to wear upon 
certain ſolemn Days, in order to excite and ſtir 
up Riots and Tumults; his preaching up the ſe- 
ditious Meetings of the Mug-houſes, by which 
the City has more than once been imbroil'd ; the 
diſmal Conſequences, whereof, eſpecially at Sa- 
lisbury-court, are too well known, Theſe without 
farther Inſtances are ſufficient to ſhew what a de- 
viliſh Spirit reigns in him ; nor does he halt here, 
he goes on in caſting Affronts upon Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons, and bends all the Spite and Malice the 
Devil or Hell can invent againſt the Church it 
ſelf. The feign'd Letter from the Bp of W-— 4 
to the Primate of Armagh, is one Inſtance of this : 
And the ſcandalous Aſperſions he caſt upon the 
Ordinations of my Lord Archbiſhop of York is 
another. And indeed the Publick owes his 
Lordſhip many Thanks for ſo opportunely cur- 
bing his Inſolence, by making him beg Par- 
don upon his Knees; and were he always thus 


taken to Task, and handſome Fines impoſed, 


whereby the Profit of his wicked Papers might 
be exhauſted, then we ſhould hear leſs of his 
noiſe. | | 

We have a ſignal Inftance of his medling in 
Church Affairs, in a Letter in his Paper of O&0- 
ber 25th 1716. which ſeems to have been penn'd, 
as I ſaid before, by the Writer of this Preſervative, 
as appears from ſeveral Inſtances. 1x//, The Scrib- 
ler denies the uninterrupted Succeſſion of the Ec- 
Cleſiaſtical Miſſion, and calls it a modern Plea 
ſo does the Preſervative. The Scribler would ex- 
poſe the Failings of the Reformation in Queen 
_ Elizabeth's Time; the Preſervative tells us all our 
| Reformers did, was but ths effect of ag — 
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2 "Weakneſs So that there is good Reaſon to think 


that Letter has been ſent as a fore-runner to the 


Preſer vative, eſpecially ſince the Scribler, when 
the Preſervative Was publiſhed, ſhew'd ſuch a fond- 


neſs of it, that he gave two large Abſtracts of it, 
ugg'd it as is own Brat, and wiſhd, that it might 
e put into every Perſons Hands. | 

But let us begin with the Preſervative, and we 


hall afterwards ſee how far they agree. By the 
Preface we are told, that that Treatiſe is divided 


into three Parts. In the firſt the Author diſtin- 


* 


Br the Proteſtant Branches of the 
oyal Family, and the Popiſh, in order to the 
ſetling of the Succeſſion to the Crown of Great 
Britain: But he treats the Popiſh Branches after a 
moſt undecent and unworthy manner ; for let the 
1 entertain what mean Thoughts of 
he Pretender he pleaſes, and neglect to mention 
him as he has a mind, the Innuendoes given con- 


* 


derning him * do not at all ſute with one of Bi- 


ſhop Hoadly's Senſe ; for at that way of arguing, 
there can be no certainty of Kindred, Relations, 
Conſanguinity, Affinity, Progeny, Cc. and all 
kind of Titles or Claims to Succeflion may be 


| Jook'd upon as precarious by thoſe, who ſhall 
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think fit to call any Right, whither Private or 


Publick, into queſtion, and People may remain 


Scepticks all their Life: So that if Baſtardy be al- 


ledg'd, there can be no Proof of Legitimacy, 


and no Man can be call'd in queſtion for Adul- 
tery or Inceſt. Let's put the Caſe then, ſuppo- 
ſing Dr. Hoadly to be Maſter of this fine Caveat ; 
how do we know that Benjamin Hoadly is the Son 


2 — 
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* Whether King James really had a Son, whether, if he had, 


1 that Son lived; whether this be he, or another ſubſtituted in his 
© room, &c. | 


C of 


OE 


of that Perſon who own'd himſelf to be Benjamis 


Hoadly's Father? Whither ſuch an one really bad 


a Son, whither if he had, that Son lived, whither 
this be he, or another ſubſtituted in his room? 
Would my Lord Biſhop of Bangor take it in good 
Part to have his Birth and Progeny thus called in 
Queſtion 2 And the Author of this admirable 
Thought, be he who he will, ſhould have con- 
ſider'd better before he ventur'd to publiſh a Re- 


may be enquir'd whether the Queen of Bobemia 
was King Fames I. Daughter, whether the Prin- 
ceſs Sophia was her Daughter, and whether ſhe 
brought forth George Elector of Brunſwick ? So 
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flection of this kind; for by parity of Reaſon it 


that we may ſee into what inextricable Difficul- 


ties Men may be brought, who allow themſelves 
the liberty of ſuch a free way of thinking. 

But why upon the Pretenders account ſhould 
the whole Popiſh Line be ſo ſcurrilouſly treated? 


There is certainly ſome Deference and Reſpect - 


due to Princes, whither ſuch as Reign over us or 
over other Nations, as God's Vicegerents on 
Earth; and we are not to allow our ſelves the 
liberty of thinking ſo meanly of 'Them as of our 
Equals, or thoſe of an inferior Degree : And it's 
unworthy of any Man of Senſe, be his Principles 
what they will, to compare the Moſt Illuſtrious 
Branches of this our Royal Family of Great Britain 
to Fools: Which of all the Families in Europe, or 
E in the Chriſtian World, by an hereditary 
Succeſſion, (abſtracting from the prejudice of re- 
bellious Times and fatal Revolutions of State) 
can claim the greateſt Antiquity, How glorious 
is it? How old its Pedegree ? How great? How 
noble are the Perſonages of che undoubted Branch- 
es of the Popiſh Line which belong to it ? and 


either at preſent do, or in a ſhort Time may fil! 


the moſt conſiderable Thrones abroad? And het 
a 


i 


© apetty Writer take the freedom to compare Them 
to Lunatick and Ideots, p. 19. Ideots and mad 
People, p. 21. having 4 natural Madneſs? p. 26. 


And therefore his main Point muſt be, whither 
the ſetting aſide the Popiſh Line, be not in truth 
the ſetting aſide a Line of Princes uncapable to 
ſerve the Ends of Government. p. 23. Is not this 
to ſpeak Evil of Dignities, and to inſtil into the 


Minds of People, a mean and low Eſteem of 
Princes, and all that are in, or ought to have 


Authority ? 

The Preſervative does not ſtop here, but pro- 
ceeds in perſwading the Laicks to have low and 
deſpicable Notions of that Body, which ever was, 
is, and ought to be held in the greateſt Venera- 


tion and Reſpect; I mean the glorious Church 


of Chriſt. The Nonjurors, whom he calls his Ad- 
verſaries are ſo much the objects of his Wrath and 
Malice, that the Pamphleteer, or Author of this 
famous Preſervative, is reſolv'd to ſtick at nothing 
that's Baſe, Vile and Mean in order to traduge 
them. He. would pull the very Stars from the 
Firmament, ranſack the whole Earth, ſearch into 


the deepeſt and moſt remote Corners of Hell, to 


find out any thing like a plauſible Argument 


whereby to evince their Topicks and Opinions. 


In a Word, he's the moſt poſitive aſſerter of ſo- 
phiſticai Arguments and quibbling Poſitions, that 
ever I read off: As a Proof of all which I offer 


the following Citations. 


* The Church is made a principal Part of the 
* Argument ; The Words, Unity, Schiſm, Al- 
* tar, Excommunication and Damnation, are 
* thrown about in ſuch a manner, as to confound 
** the Underſtandings of honeſt Men of low Ca- 
** Pacity, to excite the Rage of the Tumultuous 


and Wicked, and to be Engines of Deſtru- 
C 2 «. tion 
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1 
* ion in the Hands of the Deſigning and Crafty, 
* as well amongſt Papiſts as others. * 

What deviliſh Squibs are here thrown in to 
frighten the unwary Mob, in order to diſperſe 
them, and make them wander and run every 
where from the true Aſylum of every pious Soul 
the Church. But obſerve him further. 

* But then I will endeavour to do this in ſuch 
* a manner, as to make it a laſting Foundation 
© for you to go upon, and to lay down nothing 
* but what will effectually and for ever be of 
& ſervice in this (the good old) Cauſe. 

Is not this Gentleman very ſure in a wrong 
Cauſe, viz. that it is in his Power to perſwade 
the Laicks to go aſtray, © We ſhall find that by 
their flattering the independent Rights of the 
Clergy, and exalting their Power; by crying 
up the Church in general, and treating che 
other Diſſenters with Indignity and the like Ar- 
tifices, they firſt made their way to the Love 
and Approbation of thoſe whom they now 
treat as the worſt of Men 
What! Becauſe the Nunjurors have written in 
defence of a Principle, which thoſe you call High- 
church-men are willing to eſpouſe, becauſe the 
judiciouſly obſerved the Church could not ſubſiſt 
without it, therefore they flatter'd them; and be- 
cauſe out of love to their Souls and che good of 
the Church, they now endeavour to convince 
them, that they both have acted, and itil! continue 
to act in oppoſition to that Principle, therefore 
they make them as the worſt of Men! is not this 
a very juſt Charge? Indeed they are poſitive they 
are not in Communion with ons another, and 
that there is a Schiſm, which you think is a meer 
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Scare-crow, but who are Schiſmaticks ler them look 
out that have the Watch. 

« As I am certain that they make no Proſelites 
ce but by contrary Principles, (to thoſe of this 
« Church Deſtroyer) fo theſe muſt be the beſt 
e Preſervatives againſt them, and we muſt firft 
&« deſtroy their Foundation before we muſt expect 
«© what they have built upon it, neceſlarily to fall 
© to the Ground. * 


Poſitive indeed! (muſt muſt) An excellent 


Grammar !I beg Pardon, I formerly ſpoke only of 


unthatching the Church, that the Choir might be 


* thatch'd, but now (ipſe dixit) the Church muſt be 


funditus rooted out, and we know the Expoſtula- 
tion If the Foundation be deſtroyed ? 

It cannot indeed be otherwiſe, but that the 
© true Method of doing effectual ſervice to our 


on Cauſe muſt be the very Oppoſite to that 
„ hich our Adverſaries have found moſt effe- 
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* ual againſt it, | 

The old Work of Forty one! Solomon tells us 
there is no new thing under the Sun. | 

* And as for our Adverſaries if all that can be 


_ © ſaid, though from the moſt evident Principles, 


cannot convince their Conſciences or alter their 
Conduct, nothing remains I think but to aflure 
© them that we have an 1/luſtrious Regal Family, who 
* both underſtand and value their Right ro the 
* Britiſh Crown, whom neither the Flattery of 
ce falſe Friends, nor the terror of real Enemies can 
move either from a ſacred Regard to their Peo- 
ples legal Rights and Liberties, or from a ſted- 
** fait aſſerting and maintaining their own /egal 
* Powers and Prerogatives || 


Is not this excellent arguing ? If by a confus'd 
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ing thoſe you call your Adverſaries to your 
mind, inſtead of the Power of the Spirit, you are 


reſoly'd to threaten with the Arm of Fleſh : But to 


aſſure them, &c. I ſhould be heartily glad Dr. 
Hoadly was not guilty of all this paultry Stuff con- 
taind in that Pamphlet. For I am as poſitive, as 
he has been throughout the whole, that what's 
therein written is moſt unbecoming any Clergy- 
2 of whatever Degree, and much more a 

iſhop. 

For can it be ſuppos'd that any dignified with 
ſo high a Character could write ſo far below 


himſelf, as to aſſert © That by the Church of 


* England is meant that Collection or Company 
* of Men, who at and quickly after the Refor- 
* mation ſetled our Worſhip, our Articles and 
% Homilies, that theſe were not only fallible Men 
© but in one of the Articles ſolemnly profeſs 
<< themſelves as well as others; all Churches e- 
« qually ; all general Councils equally fo to be. 

What a handſome Banter is here ? How great 
15 the Advantage this Church Deſtroyer is glad to 
take againft the Church, becauſe ſhe out of a Prin- 
ciple of Humility and Meekneſs, in imitation of 
her Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, ſolemnly, and that 
by one of her Articles profeſſes an human Falli- 


bility and Weakneſs, without the aſſiſtance of the 


holy Spirit of God, and the directions of the 
Scriptures, laid down to us for our infallible Rule 


of Salvation; therefore he in an opprobrious man- 
ner muſt throw this in her Teeth, ro ſhew there 


is no ſuch thing on Earth as a regularly conſtitu- 
ted Church, and therefore for the further Infor- 
mation of the Reader I ſhall tranſcribe part of the 
Article Twenty one. | 
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Of the Authority of general Councils. 

General Council. when they be gathered together 
(for as much as they be an Aſſembly of Men, 
whereof all be not governed with the Spirit and 
Word of God) they may err, and ſometimes have 
erred in things partaining unto God ; wherefore things 
as neceſſary to Salvation have neither Strength n 
Authority, unleſs it may be declared that they be taken 
out of holy Scripture. : 

And pray what of all this, does this Article con- 
tain any thing but what all Orthodox Chriſtians ' 
may believe? And does it inſinuate any thing 
which may hinder any Church from preſcribing 
ſuch wholſome Laws, laying down ſuch neceſſa- 
ry Regulations and Conſtitutions, as may be pro- 
per for its own Preſervation, and for the ſupport- 
ing that Glory and Luſtre in which the Church 


of God ought to be maintain'd ? And does it de- 


ny that this can be done by a Society of Men, 
though all of them be not governed with the Spi- 


rit and Word of God? All that the Article con- 
tends for is, that no Collection of Men (as the 
 Pamphleteer terms them) can oblige us to believe 
any thing as neceſſary to Salvation, unleſs it may 
be declared, that it be taken out of the holy Scripture. 


But all this does not hinder the Councils, the Sy- 
nods, the Biſhops, the Doctors and the Paſtors of 
a Church; every one, or the whole of them from 


acting within their reſpective Spheres for the Good 


and Welfare of the Church of God, over which 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made them Overſeers. 

_ He's not contented with reproaching his Adver- 
ſaries with the Articles alone, though compos'd 


by the repreſentative Body of our Church; but 


tells you, that © they (his Adverſaries) of all Per- 
** ſons living, muſt never reproach you, (Laicks) 


„till they can ſhew you their Scheme of Church 
Authority, Sacerdotal Powers, Regular Suc- 
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ceſſions, Authoritative Benedictions and Abſo- 
** Intions, or their Notions of many other Points, 
* not to have been condemn'd, even with Zeal 
** by the Church of our firſt Reformers. * 

Let it be done by the Church Reformers ; I 
hope not by any publick Deed ; and although it 
were, as himſelf tells us more than once, they 
were but weak ſallible Men; but does their con- 
demning it with Zeal invalidate theſe glorious 
Powers and Privileges wherewith the Church ab 
origine has been endow'd, no it does not, even 
tho' the Pamphleteer ſhould add his Spite and 
Malice to the Compoſition. 

But enough of our Preſerver: Let us enquire a 
little how it fares with the fore mentioned Scrib- 
ler, His Umbra who pretends to anſwer (in his 
Letter of Other 25. as is ſaid) that Popiſh Que- 


ſtion, where was your Religion before Luther ; by 


this, return, In the boly Scriptures, where yours never 
was by which he means to caſt a Blot upon 
Papiſts, Proteſtants, and every one elſe, who ad- 
here to any Conſtitution or Regulation made 
by the Church, or any Aſſembly of Church-men, 
ſince the penning of the holy Scriptures, 

Every Orthodox Chriſtian ought to be per- 
ſwaded that our holy Religion is containd in 
the holy Scriptures, which are the true and un- 
doubted Rule of Faith and Manners ; but it does 


not follow that the Prophetick and Apoſtolick | 


Writers of them had done all that was neceſſary 
for the future Regulation of the Church of Chriſt 
during their own Life ; and that they had left 
nothing to be added or done by their Succeſſors, 
For the Scriptures are like the Pattern of the Ta- 
bernacle ſhewn to Moſes upon the Mount; or the 
Figure of the Temple which David by holy In- 


* Paze 18, 
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ever Churches had been in former Times 
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ſpiration ſhew'd to Solomon: An exact Rule where- 
dy Chriſtians ought to walk: A ſolid Foundation 
upon which the Church of Chriſt was to be built: 
A Stay and Support by which it is to be conti- 


nued to the end of the World. But it does not 


prohibit the Members of this Church from ena- 


Ring new Laws, and making new Eſtabliſhments, 
to amend what is amiſs, and rub off the Ruſt and 
Corruptions which have and may from Age to 
Age creep into and infeſt the Church, and which 
could not fail at length to ruin her: Did not God 
out of his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy ſtir up 
pious and devout People from time to time to re- 

air her Breaches, build up her Walls, and prune 
— Hedges, by lopping off her preternatural 


Branches of Hereſy and Schiſm, that the Har- 


mony and Symmetry of all her Parts, her Beau- 
ty, good Order and Decency, may the more fully 
appear; and that the New Feruſalem, the Moun- 


tain of the Houſe of the Lord, may be ſeen above 


the tops of the Mountains, and the Church of 
Chriſt may become the Glory of the whole Earth. 

Wherefore I cannot conceive what a Notion 
theſe two worthy Perſons can have of that which 
is called a Church, ſince in plain Conſequence 
of theſe Sentiments they mult aſſert, That what- 
plan- 
ted by the Apoſtles, whatever the Primitive Fa- 
thers had done in their general Councils, what- 
ever godly, learned and pious Divines had done, 
for the Eſtabliſhment of the Catholick Church, 


ſignifies nothing to them; che Chriſtian Religion 
as now profeſsd, muſt take its Date from Luther's 


diflenting from the Church of Rome, and muſt 
wn been inviſible betwixt that and the Apoſtles 
ays. | 
That I may remove what Prejudice the unwary 
Reader may imbibe from ſuch unchurching Scrib- 
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lings, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, That the Inha- 
birants of Britain were Bleſs'd withthe Knowledge 
of the Goſpel long, before Popery had a being, or 
the erroneous Tenets now maintain'd by thoſe of 
the Remiſh Communion had crept into the Church, 
But I muſt firſt take notice of the ſedulons En- 
deavors of this Pamphleteer, to deſtroy the very 
Eſſence and Being of a Church; how he leaves n 
Stone unturn'd until he find wherewith to repioactt 
her, to render her deſpicable, and ruin her Au- 
thority ; Being ſenſible that many of the antient 
Records of the Church were deſtroy'd by the E- 
nemies of Chriſtianity, during the Perſecutions in 
the firſt Two or Thtee Centuries ; he thinks he 
has found out excellent Arguments againſt the 
Poſſibility of proving the uninterrupted Succef- 
ſion of the Officers of the Church from the Apo- 
ſtles, or that the Miſſion has been by them and 
their Succeſſors convey'd down to our Days: He 


tells you © that in Fact there muſt have been 


* frequent Interryptions in the Succeſſics of the 
& Chriſtian Clergy ; that the Goſpel lays no 
** Streſs upon this Matter; that you imitate our 
* Firſt Reformers, who ſcorn'd to take their Claim 
* from ſuch Topicks.----And again, This Regular 
* and Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Perſons qua- 
5 lified and regularly ordain'd, is a matter impoſ- 
** ſible to be prov'd, nay the contrary is more than 
% probable upon ail Hiforical Evidences which 
© we receive in the like Cafes, * Thus far the 
Pamphleteer. | 

The moſt Reverend Biſhop Fewe! (ſays the 
Sctibler) © did not ofier to defend our Church bv 
* the modern Topicks of an uninterrupted Suc 
* ceſſion of Catholick Bilbops and Epiſcopal Or- 
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ce gination; becauſe he knew no Catholick Church 
* on Earth could make good that Plea. * 

Thus you ſee how far they agree: Only becauſe 
the Pamphleteer has had the Boldneſs to aſſume 
the Name of the Biſhop of Bangor, he was aſham'd 
to deny Epiſcopal Ordination, but left that to the 
Scribler, who according to his uſual Impudence 
has dar'd to appeal to Euſebius, Epiphanius and Ire- 
neus, f for the Truth of what he afficms ; but let 
him add Socrates, Sozomen and Evagrius too, and 
ſee what he can gain by the Bargain. 

In order to anſwer them both, we ſhall deduce - 
the Succeſſion of Biſhops and other Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons regularly Ordain'd, either Immediately 
from the Apoſtles themſelves, or Mediately from 
Rome and the Gauls now France ; and here I muſt 
obviate an Objection that will probably be made 


by the Pamphleteer concerning Tradition, becauſe 


he ſeems only to rely upon Hiſtorical Evidences, If 
you, ſays he, rely upon Tradition, or if that be 
of force, in what materially relates to the Church, 
then the Church of Rowe has a very good Plea for 


all the Innovations ſhe has introduc'd from time 


to time, 

To this I anſwer, that a pretence to Tradition 
is no Tradition, and that if the Church of Rome 
could produce a Tradition Univerſal as to Time, 
Place and Perſons, for any one of her innovated 
Practices, we would immediately retract our 
Charge, and confeſs our ſelves the Authors of 
new Doctrines, & c. But this is not the Caſe, for 
they are unable to prove the Antiquity of their 
Traditions, and conſequently of the Corruptions 
ſupported by them : By this very Rule of Tra- 
dition they are condemn'd ; and by this did the 
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firſt Reformers defend and juſtify the Reforma: 
tion ; and therefore we are not to rely upon ſuch 
Traditions as are pretended to in After- ages; but 
on thoſe only that have been receiv'd by the pri- 
mitive Fathers, who liv'd too near the Times of 
the Apoſtles to be ignorant of their Practiſe, and 
were Men of too great Integrity to Eſtabliſh any 
Advantage to themſelves or the Church, upon the 
ruines of Truth and Honefty. In a Word, du- 
ring the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, there was ſuch 
an active Zeal for Purity and Orthodoxy, that it 
was impoſſible for any broacher of new and cor- 
rupt Doctrines to eſcape Cenſure, and for any 
Falſhood that might be of ill Conſequence to the 
Church to go undetected ; and we have the leſs 


Treaſon to call in Queftion the Traditions we are 


now ſpeaking of, becauſe the primitive Fathers of 
the Council of Nice, and ſubſequent Orthodox ge- 


neral Ccuncils receiv'd them as true; but we ſhall 


hereaiter hear how the Pamphleteer ridicules ge- 
neral Councils, &c. All I ſhall add at preſent is, 
that as any Perſon who ſhou'd call in Queſtion the 
Succeſſion of the ſeveral Kings to one another in 
theſe European Kingdoms, might be look'd upon 
as a great Sceptick, and moſt incredulous Perſon, 
eventho' the ſame had not been upon Record; ſo 
it's certainly moſt malicious to reflect upon the 
Church, though ſhe ſhould want ſufficient Docu- 
ments to prove the Lineal and Uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion of her Miniſters, fince we have the ſame 
reaſon to believe the one as the other. 

But to return to the planting of Chriſtianity 
in Britain, I ſhall ſhew by the moſt probable Con- 
jectures, the beft Hiſtorical Evidences, and ſuffi- 
ciently convincing Arguments, that the Chriſtian 
Religion was receiv'd here at, or very ſhortly 
after, the Days of the Apoſtles : That it has been 
ever ſince continued by an uninterrupted Succeſ- 

| hon 


the Britains. 


* 
1 


E = 
ſion of Biſhops and Paſtors, and that it was pre 
ſerv'd among us for ſeveral Ages befgre Popery 
had a Being, or that this Church was ſubjected 
to the ſee of Rome. 

Euſebjus, that Hiſtorian of the Primitive Church 


Hiſtory, who by all Eccleſiaſtical Writers has ob- 


tain d the greateſt Credit, after he has told us that 
the Apoftles had gone to the remoteſt Parts, ſuch 
as the Armenians, Parthians, Indians, Scytbians, &C. 
Subjoins, that ſome of them failed over the 


Ocean; and Sir Henry Spelman lays, F That 


Ariftobulus was ordain'd firſt Biſhop of the Britains 
by the Apoftles : Others affirm that Simon Zelotes 
or Foſeph of Arimathea was the firſt that converted 
Be that how it will, it's moſt cer- 
tain, that the planting and propagation of the 
Goſpel here in Britain, is more owing to the 
Eaſtern than the Weſtern Churches ; which plain- 
ly appears by the different Uſages of the Britiſh 
Church from that of Rome, in the Obſervation of 
Eaſter, Tonſure, Rites of Baptiſm, &c. as is well 
obſerv'd by the Reverend, Learned and Ingeni- 


. ous Mr. Collier, Mr. Spinks, and moſt of the Britiſh 


1 Hiſtorians, both of England and Scot- 
All theſe Authors ſeem to be very poſitive that 
the Converſion of the Britains happned circa Annum 
66. or 67. and that Chriſtianity ſtill continued here, 
tho perhaps not ſo openly profeſs'd till circa Annum 
176. that King Lucius ſent Silvanus and Medwinus 
to Elautherius the Twelfth Biſhop of Rome, to 
receive Inſtructions from him, in order to his and 
his Kingdoms Converſion. Now it is not to be 
ſuppoſed that the Goſpel being ſo early planted 
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here no Care was taken to perpetuate a Mun, 
and to continue the Benefits of our Converſion. 
We read in the Ad, F That though moſt oi che 
Members of the Church had already receiv'd the 
Holy Ghoſt by the ſpecial deſcent upon them, 
and the reſt had receiv'd the Miſſion by the im- 
poſition of the Apoſtles Hands; yet to ſtrepgtnen 
ſuch as were ſent forth from them upo- = v (4. 
cial Occaſion, and to confirm them B21 

the Work of the Miniftry, they receiv 

ſtolical Benediction afreſh, by Pray e 
and impoſition of Hands. And the HHH + 
ſeparate unto me Barnabas and Saul for | 
whereunto they are called. And when they hd | + 
and prayed, and laid their Hundt on them, they fen. 
them away. || And we are told this Work was not 


only to declare the glad Tidings of the Goſpel to 


them to whom they were ſent, but alſo Io ordain 
Elders im every City with prayer and faſting. Now 
if the Holy Ghoſt ſhew'd ſuch ſpecial Care for 
the planting of the Church, (after the more ſig- 
nal deſcent upon the Apoftles, and Churc':-men, 
according to their ſeveral Stations and Degrees) 
as to confirm this Commiſſion, is it to be ſuppos d 
the ſpecial Providence of Almighty God would 
not take the ſame care to continue this Miſſion 
o* Commiſſion, with her Members, throughout all 
Ages ? Surely they who preſume to think or dare 
alert the contrary, muſt be her greateſt Enemies; 
they ought not ſo much as to be reputed Chri- 
fans, nor pretend to any of thoſe valuable Pri- 
vileges, they who continue within the Pale of th 
Church, have a Claim to. | 
But to return, Notwithſlanding this Miſſion was 
ſo early convey'd by Reme to King Lucius Am 
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9 baſſadors, (for we read Elvanus was ordain'd a 
Biſhop by Elautberius and Medwinw, à Teacher or 
' Paſtor) yet it appears that the Britiſh Miſſion con- 


vey'd from the Apoſtles themſelves was even at 
that time continued here in Britain too, by the 
Subſcriptions of Ehorius Biſhop of York, Reftiturys 
Biſhop of London, and Adelpbus de Civitate Colonia 
Londinenſiam, * at the Synod of Arles, which fat 
Eleven Years before the Council of Nice Anno 
325. And by their ſtill continuing their old Uſage 
concerning the Celebration of Eaſter, even after 
the deciding of that Controverſy by the Council 
of Nice, as is evident from Conſfantines Exhorta- 
tion to the Churches for the Obſervation of Eafter 


upon one and the ſame Day, where we find the 


Britannia's are mentioned, together with Rome, 
Italy, Afﬀrica, Egypt, Spain, the Gallia's, &*c. 1 
2dly, We find that Athanaſius in his Second Apo- 
logy againſt the Arians atteſts, that the Biſhops 
of the Britannia's were preſent || at the Council of 
Sardica in Thracia Anno 347. where he was ac- 


' quitted, and the Arians condemn'd. * 34!/y, The 
Britiſh Biſhops made a conſiderable Figure at the 
Synod of Arminium Anno 359. f and Two Years 
before that, viz. Anno 347. Hilary Biſhop of Poi— 
tiers in France, in the beginning of his Book 4. 
Synodis, lends greeting Britanniarum Epiſcopis, 
By all which appears how early 


Chriſtianicy was 
planted in Britain: That it was done by the Apo- 


ſtles or Apoſtolical Men: That they ordain'd 
Biſhops to be their Succeſſors, and that the Mem- 
bers of this Church in Britain, under Epiſcopai 
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Government, made a conſiderable Figure abroad; 
which Plea hope is made pretty good, (as the 
Scribler has it) and will not be eaſily anſwered by 
him and his adherers. It's true, we find no men- 
tion made of the Britiſh Biſhops in the Catalogue 
of thoſe who ſat at the moſt celebrated Council 
of Nice. But the Learned Mr. Collier is of Opi- 
nion ſome of them were actually there for very 
good Reaſons, as particularly becauſe Conſtantine, 
(who was at ſuch Pains to give an Univerſal Sum- 
mons to all the Biſhops throughout the Empire,) 
would not probably fail to invite thoſe of Britain 
alſo, in which he had ſo great a Concern. || We 
have as good reaſon to doubt, whether the Biſho 
of Rome was there as we have of the Britiſh Bi- 
ſhops, becauſe it is not upon Authentick Record, 
that either he, or any legated from him were 
there. 

But let us further conſider the Britiſh Church 
as diſtinct from that of Rome: In the firft Place 
it {till continued Orthodox as well as the other, 
both adher'd to the Nicene Creed ; it's true the 
Arian Hereſy got ſome footing here, but that was 
not by the Univerſal Conſent of the Britiſh Church, 
no more than of the Church of Rome, although 
ſome of their Popes were Arian, particularly 
Liberius: They only differed in ſome of their 
U ſages, particularly about Eafter, as is ſaid, in 
which theſe of Britain did not acquieſce in the de- 
ciſion of the Council of Nice, any more than the 
conform'd to the Rites and Ceremonies of the 


Church of Rome for ſome Centuries after this 
Time we now ſpeak of. 


r 


4 Collier's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of Great Britain. I. 
P. 28. Edit. Lond. 1708. 
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of For Anno 429. When the pelagian Hereſy in- 
Teſted Rritain, we find this Church not contented 
with their own Endeavors againſt it, but they 
likewiſe ſent to Gaul for help; from whence Ger- 


"minus and Lupus were delegated to them ; who 


were very ſucceſsful in extirpating that Hereſy, 
though i: coſt Germanus Two Voyages for that 
purpoſe ; by which we may clearly ſee what great 
Correſpondence there has been betwixt the Gal 
ein and Britiſh Churches; as alſo by Germanus's 
"conſecratins Dubricius Archbiſhop of Caerleon, 
Which was then the Metropolitan of Britain, hav- 
ing Seven Suſfragan Biſhopricks under it. And 
by introducing here the Gellican Liturgy, 
which conſiſting of Morning and Evening Prayer, 
Leſſons from the Old and New Teſtament, Am 
Broſian Hymns, Plalms, Antipbonatim, Gloria Parr; 
at the end of each Pſalm, and other Parts of Di- 
vine Service; differing in ſeveral Circumſtances 
from thoſe of Rome: We may probably conjsctute 
the Licurgy then uſed in the Britiſh Churches 
did not much differ from the preſent Liturgy of 
the Church of England; eſpecially,it we contid 
that ſeveral of our Collects and Prayers are ri 

Compolſure of the Greek Church, as appears from 
Comber. I So that upon the whole we may fee how 


far preſerable the Licurgical or ſet Form of Wor- 


Hip is to Extemporary Prayer; the one being 
introduc'd by the cariicſt and pureſt Ages of the 
Church, and the other the Contrivance of Two 
Jeſuits Cammin and Herth, in the Days of Queen 
Eli ꝛbeth; and afterwards preach'd up by the Ro- 
min Miſtionaties, on parpoſe to divide ap] ruine 
this Church in the Days of King James I. and 
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King Charles I. (while ſhe was the greateſt Bul. 2 


454 


wark againſt Popery and afterwards, in Which 
they ſo far prevail'd, that they got the Liturgies 
to be thrown cur of the Church Anno 1637. in 
Scotland: The Covenant hatchd, the Church 
ruin'd, the King murdered, Rebellion, Blood 
and Rapine introduc'd, and all to piocure an 
inlet to Popery, which prevaild more during 
theſe Conſuſions than it did when Popery was 
made the bugbear and became the common Cry ; 


* 


I pray God theſe unhappy Diviſions in our Chuich 
at this Day, have not the ſame diſmal Effects, 


and Popery be not more introducd by them 
than when we were more afraid of it, 

Before I quit this Digreflion, I mult further take 
notice of the Clamour of the Presbyterians, who 
call the Book of Common-prajer the Engliſh Mals 
Book, whereas by the foregoing Relations it's 
plain the Emgliſh Liturgy was in Subſtance the 
common divine Office of all the Catholick Church 
long before Popery had a being, or the Commu- 
nion Office or Adminiſtration of the Bleſſed Sa- 
crament was by the Papilts called the Maſs. * 


But 


* —_— 


* Caſalins, de vet. Chriſtianorum rvitibus, par. 2. c. 9. Ak- 
firm this Name to have been very much in ule in the very 
fiſt Ages of the Church, and cites divers Paſſages for the 
Proof ot it; but fuch as he might have been aſhamed to 
mention: For they are either taken from Greek Writers who 
know nothing at all of this Word, and fo it is owing puie- 
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ly to the Interpreters rendring AaJ«pyiz, or CU SEI, or 


lome ſuch Word MV , without any preience of Realon for 
it, or elle from luch ſuppoſitious Tiacts, as deſerve no 
manner of Credit. Whereas on the contrary it is ſuffici— 
ently known, and not only Polydore Virgil, de rerum invent. 
b. 5. c. 12. and Picherellus, Opuſc. Theol. in diſſert. de Mi. 
c. I, and Durantus de nit, Eccl. Cali. l. 2. 6, 1, fieeiy ow! 

| that 
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But grant it does agree with the Popiſh Licur- 


= ojical Offices in many things, that's rather an Ad- 


a vantage than a Misfortune to the Book of Common- 


prager, provided that wherein they agree, they be 


conſonant to the holy Scriptures; for the Church 


of England never denied the Church of Rome che 
Privilege of being a Church, all the deſigu'd by 
the Reformation was to reject ſuch Tenets as 
were Erroneous and not agreeable to the Word 
of God; particularly + che Twelve additional Ar- 

ticles 


that it is derived from the Deacons diſmiſſing the Non- 


communicants at the beginning of the Sacrament with an 
Je, Miſſa eſt, Now is the time for you to be gone; but 
Caſſander tells us plainly, that this Ulage continued in Gre- 
gory the Great's Time, who lived near Six Hundred Years 
after our Saviour, de rebus Lituig. c. 26. and by conlequence 
Mu did not then fignify the As, as it does now in the 
Church of Rome. And this were ealily ſhewn more at large, 
not only by, Teſtimonies from the laid Pope Gregory, but 
from S. Auguſtine, St. Chryſoſtome, Tſidore Hiſhalenſis, and o- 
thers; but it's too well known to necd that I ſhould inſuſt 
upon it. 

+ The firſt of theſe Articles is concerning Traditions, 
Oral as well as others, which they profeſs moſt firm!y to 
receive and einbrace, And the Council of Trent teach«s to 
receive them par pietatis aſfectu ac reverentid, with the lame 
pious Affection and Reverence, as they do the holy Scrip- 
tures, Sefs. 4. Decret. de canon. ſcript. Whereas the Church 
ot England holds, that Hoh Scripture containeth ail things 
neceſſary to Salvation; ſo thit whatſoever is not read therem, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of »ny an, 
Hat it ſhould be believed as an Article of Faith, or be thought 
requiſite or meceſſary to Salvation. Ant. of Relig. 6. 3p 

The Second profeſſes to receive the Holy Scripture, but 
then ir muſt be according to that Senje which Holy Afother 
Church hath held, and doth Hod. Aud thoſe Scriptures too muſt 
be wid1ſt91d to contain the Avocryphal Books as well as the 
others. hiſt in the Name of the Holy Scripture we do un- 


ger/tand the Canonical Bot of the O.d aud New Teſtament, 
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ticles afterwards Eſtabliſn'd by the Council of 
Trent, (which the would impoſe upon her Mem- 
bers as Articles of Faich,) and retain ſuch as would 

bear the Touchſtone or Teſt of the Scriptures, 
So that it's manifeſt to every impartial Enquirer 
how little reaſon our Church Enemies have to 
taX 


The Third is a Profeſſion that there are truly and properly 
Seven Sarranments of the new Law inſtituted by Jes Chriſe 
our Lord, whereas the Doctrine of dur Chuich avers, that 
there are Gor Sacraments ordain'd of Chrift our Loid in ie 
Goſpel, Gal 1s 0 ſay, Baptiſm and the Supper of our Lo:d : 
aud the 7 Fire commonly called Sacraments, that is to ſay, Con- 
firmat ion. Pennance, Orders, Matrimony and Extieme Unction, 
are nt to be coun ry Sacraments of the Gel, being ſuc}, 
as rue grow n partly of corrupt following of the Avoſtles, paitcy 
ee States of Life allowed in the Sen ii ines: ; but 3et have not: 
the 10 nature of Sacraments with Baptiſm and the Lod's Sup- 
Nen 1 that they have not any viſib. 4 Sign or Cem Wy ordained 
Gf 6040 Art. 25. 

The Fourth about Original Sin and Jujl fication, comes ſo 
near our Ninth and Eleventh Articles, that 1 fhall not in- 
{uit UPOD it. 

The Filth conſiſts of Two Parts; the former an A Tertion 
that In the Mes is offered a true, pioper end propitig- 

toy Sacrifice, tor the Living and ihe Dead: The other is 
the DA rine of Traniubſtantiation, Againſt the foimer ot 
Which our Church determines, That the Sacrijices of Maſſes, 
772 the which 1t was commonly fad, that the Prieſt did offer 
C for the Quick © as the Dead a, to have remiſion of Pain or 
Gut, mere blaſe! pemous Fables and dangerous Deceits. At. 
31. And againtt the other, the Article of Tranlubſtantia- 
tion; our Church's Belief is, "£908 Fr anſurftantiat? on (or 
the change of the Ont ance of Bread and I me) in the We 
of the Leid, rom: be proved by Has W 755 let it is repugnant 
zo the plain Works of Scriptuie, overtIroweth the Nalule of a 
Sacrament, aud bato given cocaſion to many Cuperſtions. 
Art. 28. 

In the Sixth is confels'd, That under one kind only whois 
1 chene, Chiilf and the true Sacrament is taken. And it's 
ealy to lee h cr We This Pr WIEN the Doctrine OF Our 
Chmen, 1ha? 5 Paris of the Lord's Sagrament, by Chriji's 
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tax it with a Charge of Popery, when it ſo plain- 
ly and evidently bears its Teſtimony againſt all 
the Romaniſts moſt notorious Innovations: But 
if any one deſire to ſce this more fully declar'd, 
he may quickly be ſufficiently fſarisfhed, if he 
pleaſes but to be at the pains of caſting his Eye 
over the Book of Homilies, (notwithſtanding all 


the pains the Pamphleteer is at to decry them) 


where he will be ſure to meet with the ſame E- 
vidence more at large: After which to accuſe 
the Church of England as Popiſh, or to brand 
thoſe who ſtifly adhere to what the Pam- 


phleteer calls her peculiar Dodtrines, with the 


— — 


— 


Ordinance and Commandment, ought to be miniſt red to all Chri- 
ſtian Men alike, Art. 30. 

The Seventh is, That there is a Purgatory, and that the 
Souls detained there are helped by the Prayers of the Faithful. 
The Eignth, That the Saints reigning together with Chriſt are 
79 be cenerated and pray'd to, and their Relicks are to be vene- 
rated, The Ninth, That the Images of Chriſt, and the Vingin 
Mother of God, and other Saints, are to be had and retain'd, 
aud due Honnur and Veneration to be given them. The Tenth, 
That Chriſt Has left in his Church a Power of granting Indul- 


© gences, and that their Uſe is wholefome to Chriſtian People. 


Againſt all which Articles our Chuich bears a full Teſti- 
mony at once, and in a few Words, laying, The Romifh 


Doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Woi ſhipping and Ado- 


ration, as well of Images, as of Reliques, aud aiſo Invocation 
of Saints is a fond thing, vam invented, and grounded upon 
29 warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of 
God. Art. 22. | 

The Eleventh contains, 4 Promiſe and Oath of true Obe- 
And tie Twelfth, Au undoubted 
Reception and Profeſſion of all things delivered, defined and de- 
ciared by the Holy Canons, and Oecumenical Councils, and e- 
ſpecially that of Trent. Againſt both wich 1 ſhail only opa 
pole that P:oteſſion of cor Church, As the Church of Jeru- 
lalem, Alexandria aud Antioch ; ſo a!ſo the Church of Rome 
1th eried ; not only in their libing aud manner of Ceremonies, 
but allo in Matters of Faiih, Alt. 19. 
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L 28 
being inclin'd to Popery, is to outface the Sun, 
and bid defiance to the Senſe and Reaſon of all 
Mankind. Eb 

But to return to the State of the Bririſh Church 
thus ſetled by Germanus and Lupus, in which it 
continued in the Orthodox Profe ſſion of the Chri- 
{tian Religion, till by an inroad of the Heachen 
Sxint, the whole Country was waited by Blood, 
Murder and Deſolation, and the Worſhip of God 
forc'd to yield to Heathenith Idolatry, and his 
Church and Servants, the Natives, obligd to re- 
tire to the Strong holds of the Country, the 
Mountains of les; while Strangers and Fo- 
reigners inhabited the plain and champion Parts 
of che Kingſon; yet all this while the Chriſtian 
Religion was {till preſerv'd pure, under the Con- 
duct of the Archbiſhop of Caerleon, then tranſlated 
to Lind f:, and his Seven Suffragan Biſhops ; and 
by the Vigilancy of the Religious Monks, who 
##2mbled together at Bangor for the more conve- 
nient Worſtip of God, to the Number of above 
Two Thouſand, who ſerved their God purely, 
and gained their Bread paintully wich their labo— 
rious Hands, 

In ſich State did this Kingdom remain for ſe- 
'2ral Years, over-run with Paganiſm in the one 
Part, and having Chriltianity purely profeſs'd in 
the other, till cire: Aunum 600. Greg ry the Great, 
Pope of Rome underſtanding ſometime before, 
the piteous State of this Iſl ind, by the report of 
ſome Britiſh Slaves brought to Rowe to be ſold, 
had Compaſſion on it, and upon the firit Oppor- 
unity ſent Auguſtine a Monkith Abbot, with fome 
of his Brechren, to convert the Inhabitants; for 
he ſcems to have been ſo far a Stranger to this 
IRind, as to be ignorant that the Knowledge of 
the Golpel had reacn'd hicher before; for from 
the Tims that Sj/uvmmus and MMAedwinus were re- 

turn'd 


31 


turn'd from Rome, there does not appear to have 
been much Correſpondence between this Ifland 
and that Church, ſo far were the Popes of Rome 
from claiming any Superiority cver theſe King— 
doms at that Time. 

Auguſtine was very ſucceſsful in his Miſſion by 
converting the Heathen Sax n, but unſucceſsful 
with the Britiſh Chriſtians, whom he would have 
had ſubmitted to him as Metropolitan, and re- 
ceive Directions from the Patriarch of Rome. For 
the See of Rome did not then claim the Suprema- 
cy over her neighbouring Churches ; but on] 
as being Patriarch of the Weltern Diſtrict of the 
Empire, ſhe pretended to give her Advice, lea- 
ving to every Church the Exerciſe of her own 
Privileges within her ſelf. But Anguſtine ſeems 
to carry the matter too far, he would have had 
the Britain; acknowledge their Dependance upon 
him and the See of Rome, and quit their Privi- 
leges as an independent Church, and thoſe Rites 
and Ceremonies in divine Worſhip, which they 
had of a long Time us'd, contrary to the Inſtru- 
ions given him by Gregory himſelf, © who did 
* not deſire him to impoſe the Rowiſh Liturgy 


© upon the Brit ius; but to ſelect what he thought 


* fit from the Churches of Chriſtendom, always 
ce preferring that which he judg'd moſt accep- 
* table to God Almighty, and ſuitable to the 
* Circumſtances of the Place, * 
The firſt part of Auguſtines Commiſſion was to 
Convert and Baptiſe che Heathens, for being a 


Monk and only a Prieſt or Presbyter, he could 


not ordain others until himſelf was firſt conſecra- 
ted Bilhop; and therefore according to the ad 
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L 32 J 
vice given him by Pope Gregory the Great, he went 
to France and was conſecrated by the Archbiſhop 
of Arles, From which is to be obſerv'd that our 
Miſſion convey d hither by Auguſtine is again deriv'd 
from Fance and not from Rome, and wuninterrupted!y 
convey'd thither from the Aſtatic Churches; for 
St. Polycarp was ordained firſt Biſhop of S mn by 
St. Fohn the Apoſtle ; Ireneus was Polycarp's Dil 
ciple; of whom Euſebius teſtifies that he was a 
Presbyter of the Church at Lyons ; * that he ſuc- 
ceeded Pothings (who ſuffered Martyrdom in the 


Ninetieth Year of his Age) in the Biſhoprick of / 


Lyons, F and that he had the overſight of the 
Churches in Gallia, || and we may from thence 
reaſonably conclude the Biſhops of Arles, after- 
wards a Metropolitical and Archiepiſcopal See, 
ſo famous for the General Council which fat there 
Eleven Years before that of Nice, and where the 
Britiſh Biſhops made fo conſiderable a Figure, of 
which already, I ſay, we may conclude that the 
Biſhops of Arles derived their Miſſion from this 


Irenæus; The uſages of the Gallican Churches be- 


ing the ſame with thoſe of Ai, Symbolizing with 
thoſe of Britain and Ireland, and continuing dit- 
ferent from that of Rome, from which ſhe ever 
continued to aſſert her Independency, as appears 
by the Pragmatical Sandtion eſtabliſh'd by the Ge- 
neral Council of Conſtance, which fat Anno 1414. 
and Bafil Anno 1437. firſt publiſh'd by Lewis, the 
Ninth of France, and afterwards confirm'd by 
Charles VII. at a Council at Burgos, while the 


Council of Baſil was ſitting ; * and though by 


the Weakneſs of ſome of their Princes this Præg- 


— 


— 


— 


* Fuſeb. Fccleſ. Hiſt. 1. 5. c. 4. 
|| Ibid c. 23. 
1712. p. 485, &c. 


+ Thid c. 6. 
* Howel's Pontificate Edit. Lond. 
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matick Sanfion is let fall; yet the Gallican Church 
Rill defends her independency upon the See of 
Rome, and ſubjects her ſelf only to the Authority 


of General Councils, as is evident from the De- 
=” claration made by the whole Body of her repre- 


ſentatives. Anno 1682, T 


For the Pall which Pope Gregory ſays he had 
given to the then preſent and preceeding Arch- 
biſhops of Arles, that was only a Complement in 
thoſe Days, and no Token of Subjection, nei- 
ther was the Miſſion ever inherent in the Dignity 
of the Pall, but only a Mark of Honour firſt con- 


Ferred by the Emperors, and afterwards wreſted 


out of their Hands by the Popes, which they be- 
Atow'd upon the ſeveral Archbiſhops, and ſuch as 
they were pleasd to inveſt with a Legantine 
Power. 

Auguſtine being ſucceſsful in converting the 
Heathens, his next Buſineſs was to perſwade the 
Chriſtian Churches already planted in Britain to 
own their Subjection to the See of Rome, and to 
him as Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Several were 
the Conferences upon that Account, particularly 
we read of Two Synods, in the Second of which 


e have that famous Speech recorded by Sir Hea- 


u Spelman, and delivered by Donorh Abbot of Ban- 
ger. Be it known to you and without doubt, that we 
are and every one of ws obedient to the Church of God 
und Pope of Rome, and to every true and pious Chris 
ſian ; to love every one in his degree with perfect 
birity, and to belp every one of them by W,rd and 
Died to be the Sons of God, As to any oth:; Obodi- 
ence I do not know I owe it to him whom ye call Pope, 


er that he bath any Right to Challenge or require to be 
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Father of Fathers : This Obedience we are rather to give 
and pay to him, and to every good Chriſtian continu- 
ally. Beſides, we are plac'd under the Government of 
the Biſhop of Caerleon upon Uske, who is to ſuper- 
viſe, under God, over us, and to make us keep the 
Spiritual Way. Auguſtine by this Speech deſpairing 
of Succeſs, is ſaid to have recourſe to Threatning, 
by telling che Britiſh Eccleſiaſticks, That ſince they 
refus d to Preach the way of Life to the Engliſh, they 
ſhould hawe Death at their Hands, which happned 
ſometime after, when Alfred“ King of the Nor- 
thumbrians wag d War againſt them, and when 
Twelve Hundred of the Monks of Bangor unarm'd, 
and aſſembled to pray for Succeſs, were for the 
moft part barbarouſly murdered ; ſome ſay by 
Auguſtin's Inſtigation. But the Learned Mr. Col. 
lier is of Opinion this was broke out after An- 
guſtins Death. |. 

And here we are to take notice of the Articles 
propos'd in the foregoing Conference; which 
were. 1%, That the Britiſh Clergy ſhould own 
Subjection to the See of Rome, and pay Canoni- 
cal Obedience to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


24ly, That they ſhould all join in the ſame Uſa-, 


ges, as to the Obſervation of Eaſter and other 
Rites wherein they then differed. 34h), That 
they ſhould go on in their joint Endeavors, as 
to the Converſion of the Saxoys. Not one Word 
here of calling the Briciſh Miſſion in Queſtion, not 
of requiring that the Britiſh Clergy ſhould be re- 
ordained ; which they would not have failed to 
have done had they look'd upon the Britiſh AMifſin 
as invalid. 

This Maſſacre of the Monks of Bangor hapne. 
Anno 608. and Anno 634. Aidan receiving Con 


— 
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* Others call him Ethelfred, | : 
+ Collier's Eceleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Vol, 2, Pig. 70. 
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| I ſecration from the Biſhops of the Church of Scot- 
land, his native Country, as being ſent by them 


to Convert the Engliſh at King Oſwald's Court, is 
very ſucceſsful there : He founded his Epiſcopal 
See in the Holy Tſland, and continued the Ulages 
about Eaſter, &c. different from thoſe of Rome: 
From which we may conclude, that the Church 
of Scotland had received the Apoſtolical Miſſion as 


early as that of the Southern Parts of Britain, and 


was regularly eſtabliſhed under the Conduct of its 
proper Governors. We find after this, Three 
ſucceeding Biſhops in the Kingdom of Mercia all 
Scotſmen, or receiving their Conſecration in Scot- 
land: * And about this Time of the Day, as is 
ſaid, even they of the Church of Rome own'd the 
Scotiſh Miſſion as valid, as appears from Barronius's 
Teſtimony of this Aidan. F Finnanus ſucceeds to 
Aidan in Holy Iſland, and Coleman ſucceeds to him. 
The Iſland Jona (where Columbus was firſt ſetled) 
was then the Metropolis of the Scotiſh Church; 
Their acting independent of the See of Rome gave 
occaſion to that famous Conference between Will- 


Fred and Coleman; Willfred alledg'd the Tradition 


of Peter and Paul for the Obſervation of Eaſter at 
Rome, and in all the Churches who did receive 
their Miſſion from Rome; and Coleman pleaded for 
the Tradition of St, Fobn, This Conference hap- 
ned Anno 664. | 

+ That I may ſet the reaſon of the difference in 


thele Uſages in a true Light, and confirm my Aſ- 


ſertion, that the Britiſh, Scotiſh, and Iriſh Church- 
es, receiv'd their Miſſion from Aſia, and not im- 
mediately from Rome: Though it had not been 
by the means of the foreſaid Apoſtolical Men, yet 
it may be moſt probably deduc'd from France; and 
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Coll. Eccleſ, Hilft. Vol. 2. Pag. 87. T Ibid 94. 
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that by the means of the ſame Jrenæus, and this 
my Conjecture, I build upon Two Letters men- 
tioned by the forecited Euſebius, whoſe Teſtimo- 
ny in ſuch Matters has hitherto not been much 
call'd in Queſtion, eſpecially ſince he inſorms us 
the Letters were extant in his Time. The one is 
from Polycrates, who preſided over all the Biſhops 
in 4/ia, who continued in this Uſage, and the o- 
ther from the forementioned Irenæus; both writ to 
Vittor Biſhop of Rome, who threatned to cut off 
from the Community the Churches of all Aſia, 
for not obſerving Eaſter according to the Ulage 
of the Church of Rome. Peolycrates Letter runs 
thus. 

For in Aſia the great Lights are dead.— Phillip 
one of the Apoſtles died at Hierapolis, and bis Two 
Daughters who livd Virgins to a great Age; and his 
Third Daughter who died at Epheſus, St. John [the 
Apoſtle] who died at Epheſus ; Polycarp Biſhop of | 
Smyrna and Martyr ; Thraſias of Eumena Biſhop 
and Martyr who died at Smyrna; Sagaras Biſhop and 
Martyr who died at Laodicea ; all theſe kept Eaſter 
on the Fourteenth Day of the Moon. 1 Polycrates 
according to the Tradition of my Kinſmen, — for Se- 
wen of my Relations were Biſhops, I am the Eighth, 
I have always celebrated Eaſter on the ſame Day with 
them ; 1 who am Sixty Five Years Old, and bave con- 
vers d with the Brethren who have been diſpers d over 
the Morld, and have read the whole Scriptures through, 
am not at all terrify d. 

That from Irenæm allows the Celebration of 
Eafter on Sunday, Euſebizs's Words are. 1 There 
< 1s at this Time extant the Epiſtle of thoſe who 
« were then aſſembled in Pal:{ine, over whom 
© Theophilus Biſhop of the Church in Ceſaria, and 
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* Euſeb. Lib. 4. Ch. 24. 1 Ibid Ch. 23. 
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: ce Narciſſus Biſhop of Feruſalem preceded. — Alſo 
c an Epiſtle of the Churches in Gallia which Ire- 


© neut had the over-ſighe off. And again, * 
moreover their Epiſtles are now extant, where- 
in they have ſharply reproved Victor; among 
whom is Ireneus, having written a Letter in the 
« Name of the Churches in Gallia over whom he 
© preſided, does indeed maintain that the My- 
« ftery of our Lords Reſurrection ought to be ce- 
© lebrated only on a Sunday, and then adds. 
The Controverſy is not only concerning the Day, but 
alſo concerning the very Form of the Faſt ; Which 
Controverſy has not been begun in our Age but a long 
time ſmce Our Anceſtors not being ſo diligent in their 
Preſidencies ; propos d, That as a Cuſtom to their Suo- 
ceſſors, which was introducd by Simplicity and Un- 


 skilfulniſs ; and yet nevertheleſs all theſe maintain d 


mutual Peace towards one another, which we alſo re- 
tain, And the Preslyters which before Soter pre- 


ſided over that Church which you now govern, I mean 


Anicetus and Pius, Telefiphorus and Xyſtus, nei- 
ther obſery'd it themſelves, nor did they permit thoſe 
with them to ovſerve it; nevertheleſs they maintained 


Peace with thoſe who came to them from other Churches, 
 whereunto it was obſery'd. — And when Polycarp of 
' Bleſſed Memory came to Rome in the Time of Anice- 


tus, and there bad been a [mal] Controverſy between 
them concerning other Things; they did ſtraightway 


. mutually embrace each other, having not deſired to be 


Contentious with one another about this Head: For neither 


could Anicetus perſwade Polycarp not to obſerve it; 
"Becauſe he had always kept it with John the Dil⸗ 


Ciple of our Lozd and other Apotles, with whom he 
had convers'd, Nor did Polycarp induce Anicetus 


to obſerve it, who ſaid be ought to retain the Uſage of 


# Ibid Ch. 24. 
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Bis Predeceſſors : Theſe things being thus, they received 
Communion together ; and Anicetus permitted Poly- 
carp (out of an Honourable reſpect to him) to Conſe- 
crate the Sacrament in his own Church ; and they parted 
peaccably from one another, retaining the Peace and 
Communion of the whole Church. | 
Socrates alſo takes notice of theſe different Uſa- 


ges of the ſeveral Churches, in the Obſervation 


of Eaſter; for after he has cited the forementioned 
Exhortation of Conſtantine directed to the Britan- 
nia's, as well as other Churches, he ſubjoins. * 
« Farther, the Quarto decimans do affirm, that the 
„ Obſervation of the Fourteenth Day of the 
Moon was delivered to them by the Apoſtle 
e St. Fobn ; bur the Romans, and thoſe of the 
e Weſtern Parts ſay, that the Uſage delivered to 
« them by the Apoſtles Peter and Paul, notwich- 
ce {ſtanding neither of theſe can produce any writ- 
ce ten Teſtimony in Confirmation thereof, —— 
© Tho' no Sect of Religion obſerve the ſame 
© Ceremonies, yet all may embrace one and 
& the ſame Opinion concerning God; for they 
ce that are of the ſame Faich may differ amongſt 
« themſelves concerning Rites. 

From the foregoing Paſſages of antient Hiſto- 
ry, w2 may ſee what has been the Opinions of 
the Primitive Fathers concerning the Church : 
They ſtrenuouſly contended that Union and Com- 
munion ſhould be kept up among all her Mem- 
ters, and that Difference in Matters of leſſer 
Moment ſhould not break her Peace, nor diſturb 


cc 


La) 


her Quiet. Thus they ſeverely check'd and re- 


prov d Pope Victer, for offering to brake Commu- 


— 


* Socrat. Eccleſ. Hiſt, Lib. 5. Ch. 22. Edit. Valeſ. Cam- 
bridge, 1683. 


nion 


nion with the Churches in 4fia, becauſe they dif- 
fered from Rome in the O ſervation of Eafter. For 
this, thundering Victor (& he is called) pretended 
very early to have the Privilege of excommuni- 
cating the neighbouring Churches, which his 
Succeſſors afterwards improv'd ſo far, as to Ty- 
ranize over both Eaſtern and Weſtern ones for 


many Years, and ſtill do, though they have ler 


fall a great deal of that haughty Spirit, ſince 


they ſaw that by ſtreaching the Supremacy too 


far they loſt the beſt Feathers of their Wings, by 


the Reformation. However, it ſeems Jrenæm and 


the Fathers of that Primitive Age his Cotempo- 


raries, were ſufficiently aware of theſe Encroach- 
ments, and therefore they treated this Victor with 
great. Freedom, and not as one to whom they 
ow'd Subjection, diſowning any Dependency 


upon him or his Succeſſors in that See: We may 


likewiſe ſee how zealouſly they maintain the un- 
interrupted Succeſſion of Biſhops and Paſtors in 
the Church, (by which the Scribler will find 
that's no modern Plea) when one of the ſtrongeſt 


Arguments they made uſe of againſt Hereticks 


was, that the Catholick and Orthodox Biſhops 


could deduce the Miſſion in the ſeveral Churches 


uninterruptedly, from the Apoſtles who fir(t 


planted Chriſtianity among them, and ſetled the 


Government of the Church to be manag'd by Bi- 
ſhops in their ſeveral Sees. Thus we find this 
ſame Ireneus who was aged about Eighty, wrote 
his Five Books about Hereſies circa Annu 19%. 
* and Tertullian in his Fourth Book againſt Mar- 


* Habemus enumerare eos qui ab Apoſtolis inſtituti ſunt 
Fpiſcopi in Ecclefiis & Succetſores eorum ulyur ad nos qui 
nihil tale docuerum Iren. Advert, Hatel, Lib. 3. Cap, 3. 
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cion the Heretick, * arguing unanſwerably 2. 


gainſt Interruption in the Succeſſion of Biſhops ; 
we may obſerve how little Reaſon the Presby- 
terians have to alledge that Ireneus contended for 
Presbyterian Government ; for though we find 
in the forecited Letter, and ſeveral others of his 
Writings, that he frequently makes uſe of the 
Word IlgesCurress, as here; The Presbyter whom be— 
fore Soter preſided over that Church which you nov 
Govern ; yet that does not import that he meant 
a Church might be Govern'd by Presbyters acting 
in Parity : On the contrary he was at Pains while 
at Rome, to extract from the Authentick Records 
a Catalogue of the Twelve Biſhops, who ſucceed. 
ed to each other from the Apoſtles, and govern'd 
that Church ; which he needed not have done, 
had the Church of Rome been govern'd by a Col- 
lege of Presbyters, who had Power to Ordain, 
and one of whom they Choſe to be a Temporary 
Moderator as they thought fit: We find that 
when Cornelius was Biſhop of Rowe, he wrote to 
Fabian concerning Novatus the Anti-Biſhop, thus, 

*© This Maintainer therefore of the Goſpel 
© knew not that it was meet there ſhould be but 


© Presbyters, Seven Deacons, &c. F And when 
the Arizn Biſhops met at the Synod of Antioch, 


— — 


* Fdant ergo Ofigines Eceleſiarum ſuarum Evolvant Or- 
dinem Epilcoporum ita per ſucceſſiones ab initio decurren- 
rem, & ut primus ille Epilcopus aliquem ex Apoſtolis vel 


ec one Biſhop in the Church of Rowe ; in which 
© he was not Ignorant there ſhould be Forty Six 


Apottolicis vitis qui tamen cum Apoſtolis perleveraverit, | 


habuerit Auctorem & anteceſſofem. Hoc enim modo Ec- 
eleſiæ Apoſtolicæ cenſus ſuos deferunt ſicut Smyrneorum 
Ecclefia Polycarpum a Joanne Collocatum referunt. Tertull. 


de prelcript. Cap. 32. This Tertullian was a Preſbyter of ths 


Church of Caithage. circa Anno 192, 
7 Eulebius, Lib. 6. Cap. 43. 


ths 
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ind 4 . Faith begins thus. We neither have been Ari- 


his © aus's Followers, (for how ſhould We that are Bi- 
the © ſhops be the Followers of a Presbyter) nor have 
be- ce weembrac'd any ot her Faith, &c. * This much 
50% may ſerve to ſhew, That the Epiſcopal was the 
ant only Government ſetled in the ſeveral Churches 


ting by the Apoſtles, and that there was no ſuch thing 
hile heard of as Presbyterian Government in thoſe 
ords Early and Primitive Ages of the Church; And 


ed, What care the Primitive Fathers took to ſhew how 
rnd neceſſary it was the Miſſion ſhould be handed down 
one by an uninterrupted Succeſſion Of Hiſhops and Paſtors to 
Col. After- ages. 
lain Bur to return. When They of the Church of 
rary Rome firſt began with the Britiſh Clergy, They 
that treated with them as fellow Chriltians, and ex- 
te to horted them to Unity; but all this while They 
chus. were to come over to them, and the Romiſh Cler- 


oſpel BY Were not to yield one Ace to the other, Then 
but They fall co threatning, and at laſt they unſheath 
nich the Sword. So long as They had not got the Aſ- 
cendant, They ſtill own'd them as Orthodox, and 
vhen did not look upon them as Schiſmaticks. Tp 
were content to live with them as Brethren, ſo 
long as the Ballance was equal; for we under- 
| ſtand that the Uſages of both Churches were ob- 
nt Oz. ſerv'd at King Oſwis Court at the ſame time. 
-urren- , But no ſooner did this Conference of Wilfred and 
lis vel Coleman diſpoſe the Court to determine in Mil- 
1 Kr. Fred's Favors, than the Britiſb and Scoriſh Churches 
rum Mmuſt yield to that of Rowe : They firſt uſe thig 
Fertull. Advantage moderately, and* accordingly Chad 1s 
\ of ils FKonlecrated Archbiſhop of N by the Biſhops " 
both Communions ; and Pope Honorius writes in a 
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modeſt Stile to the Britiſh Biſhop. But no ſoonet 
did Coleman retire to Scotland than Chad's Conſe- 
eration was call'd in Queftion, and himſelf ob- 
lig'd to reſign. The Britiſh Miſſion is now diſown'd 
and they are ſcarcely own'd as Chriſtians, who 
formerly were look'd upon as Brethren. Hereſy 
and Schiſm is now laid to their Charge, who for- 
merly were eſteem'd as Orthodox Chriſtians. And 
now the Church of Rome aſſum'd the ſupreme 
Pontificate here in Britain, which ſhe has ſince con- 
tinu'd to vſurp more and more over the Regale ; 
until the Days of King Hen VIII. who made the 
Church change her Maſter indeed, but not her 
State; for he transferred her Dependency from 
the Pope of Rome to Himſelf. 

Thus I have briefly deduc'd the Eccleſiaſtical 
Miſſion uninterruptedly, by Two Streams from the 
ſame Fountain; and although my intended bre- 
vity has not allow'd me to avouch theſe my Aſ- 
ſertions, by Hiſtorical Evidence which we receive in 
ot her Caſes, ſo fully as otherwiſe I could, yet what 
] have already ſaid and ſhall (God willing) here- 
after advance, I hope will be ſufficient to ſhew, 
that This Regular Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Perſons 
Dnalified and Regularly Ordain d, is NOT a matter im- 
p ſible to be prev d, and that the contrary is NOT more 
than prob bie, as the Pamphleteer has it. p. 79. 
Phe Scribler takes a moſt compendious way to 
render this Miſis (however Uninterruptedly hand- 
ed down) ineffectual, To raiſe Aſperſions, create 
Scandals, and make a hideous Clamour and Noiſe 
againſt Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, are the chief En- 
eines he ſets to Work, whereby to render the 
Church deſpicable, and bring all her Powers and 
Privileges low in the eſteem of the People. | 
The dcripture tells us, Then ſhalt not ſpeak evil if 
the Rulers of thy People.----Wholo ſlandereth his neigh 
bor bim will 1 d:ffroy. St. Peter expreſſes Gon 
C's 25 1 | Ws | fu! Y 


43 J 


AF fully againſt ſuch flanderous Perſons ; atid St. 
Jude gives ample Epithets to ſuch as deſpiſe Do- 


H minion and ſpeak evil of Dignities.---- Raging Waves 
of the Sea foaming out their own ſhame are the 
' beſt parts of their Character. The ſpeaking dif- 
dainfully or teproachfully againſt thoſe who are 
© dignified or diſtinguiſhed by their Quality or 
Character, as it is quite contrary to all che Rules 
and Precepts of the Goſpel and Chriltianity, fo 
it tranſgreſſes all the Dictates of Morality and 
Civility. How much the more heavy then 1s 
this Charge upon the Scribler, Who obſerving the 
only Recourſe the Church of England can now 
have to prove the Uninterrupted Succeſſion of the 
= Miſſion from the Apoſtles, muſt be to derive it 
from the Church of Rome; and ſince He can fall 
upon no other way to make it invalid as from 
"thence, He falls foul upon the Bifhops and Go- 
vernors of it, accuſing them of leading moſt 
vicious Lives, being guilty of the greateſt Enor- 
mities, and of a moſt ſcandalous Behaviour; by 
Which he concludes, if the Popes of Rome have 
been ſo Wicked, and that the Miſſion has been nd 
ot berways convey d to us than by tbem, then this Miſ- 
© fion muſt be defil d, and can be of no more uſe. Tho 
by this he has expreſs'd all the Malice againſt the 
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been Duly and Regularly Ordain'd v. g. In parta- 
king of the Euchariſt, It's not the vitious Life of 
the Prieſt or Miniſter, The Giver of it, that Ren- 
ders it Ineffectual, but the unworthy receiving 
of it by the Partakery. Thus a Minifter may be 
Duly andRegulariy Ordain'd by a Biſhop,and this 
Biſhop might have been duly conſecrated by his 
Collegues; In this Caſe the Miſſion convey 'd 
both to Pricſt and Biſhop, may be, and actually 
is, Valid, though both Ordainers and. Conſecra- 
tors did not live up to the Precepts and Rules 
of the Goſpel; provided always that ſuch 
Paſtors and Biſhops had receiv'd their Ordina- 
tion and Conſecration from ſuch as had Power 
to convey it. 24!y, It was not convey'd hither 
afreſh from Rome at the Election of every new 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury; But the Miſſion, whe- 
ther by the Founders of the Britiſh, Scotiſh, or 
Iriſh Churches; or by Thoſe ſent hither from 
Rome, at their firſt endeavours, to bring us to ac- 
knowledge the Superiority of that See. Has actu- 
ally continued Uninterruptedly among us, .and 
been convey'd from one to another, from Biſhop 
to Biſhop, and from Biſhop to inferior Clergy- 
men, without the intervention of Rome upon every 
new Emergency. So that tho' what all the Scrib- 
ler alledges againſt the Popes of Rome were true, 
yet that ſignifies nothing to them who derive their 
Miſſion from it. 34ly, We are to judge Charitably 
of the Primitive Fathers of the Church, and 'tis 
to be preſum'd, that the Twelve Biſhops mentioned 
by Ireneus, ' as cited by Euſebius, As were ſup- 
ply'd by a more than ordinary Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of Grace, ſo they were not tainted with thoſe 
Failings and Imperſections the Governors of that 
Church have been charg'd with in After-ages ; 
ſuch as Pride, Luxury, Simony, Ambition, &c. 
And here is to be obſerv'd that the laſt in W 
| 5 Cata⸗- 
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Catalogue was that very Eleutherius who ordain'd 
"7 King Lucius's Ambaſſadors, and firſt convey'd the 
Miſion hither from Rome. So that whether the 
Miſion was firſt brought hither by the forenam'd 
* Apoſtles or Apoſtolical Men; whether we re- 


cCeiv'd it from King Luciuis Ambaſſadors ; whe- 


ther German and Lupus renew'd it from France; 
or laſtly, whether we had it from Auguſtine: the 
Monk. There are the cleareſt Demonſtrations, 
the moſt convincing Arguments and evident 
} : Proofs, that it was either convey'd to us Imme- 
diately from the Apoſtles, or Mediately from Rome 
and France: And that it being thus handed down 
to our  Fore-fathers, it has ſtill continued unin- 
terruptedly among us to this Day. By which we 
may fee what a mean pitiful {hiſt the Scribler 
ules, who when he can find no other Argument 
whereby to invalidate our Miſſion, and unhinge 
the Government of our Glorious Church, he muſt 
tun to the vicious Lives of the Popes, thereby to 
* render deſpicable whatever can be ſuppos'd to 


proceed from Rome. [tt ET 
-— Let us again return to the Pamphleteer, who is 
gat no leſs Pains to decry the Church, by which 
far from being a Biſhop, he ſhews himſelf an In- 
dependent, and with the Scribler is glad to have 
an opportunity of expoſing the Weakneſs of our 
firſt Reformers.  -* 5 8 
When they ſpeak much of the peculiar Do- 
* Arine of the Church of England, anſwer them 


} its a Scandal to the Church of England that ſhe. 


© © hath any peculiar Doctrine. p. 17. bo 

„ Befides, Multitudes of other Doctrines, main 
* Dodrines largely handled in che Homilies, which 
- © theſe great Church-men do not only not re- 
© © ceive, but hold in the utmoſt contempt. p. 18. 

E { could cite a great many ſuch Paſlages, but 
> ſhall content my ſelf at preſent only with theſe, 
_ LO CB 1 whereby 
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whereby to ſhew what uſe he makes of the Wordi | 
Peculiar, Weak, Fallible, by which he frequently 
here and elſewhere expoſes the Doctrines, Homi-. | * 


lies, and Reformers of our Church, with the moft 


Eminent Writers in it; who he ſays, hold what's | ? 


handled in the Homilies in the utmoſt Contempt. 


It's a common Proverb, they are ſcarce of New 


who tell their Father was Hang d. Tis the great- 
eft Incivility to be ready to expoſe the Fail- 


ings and Imperfections of private Perſons upon 4 
every turn: This by all good Men is look'd upon? 


as moſt Uncharitable. The Author of the whole 


Duty of Man, has moſt Chriſtianly treated of N 


uncharitable Truths: How unſeemly then is it in 


our Pamphleteer to expoſe the Imperfections of 8 
this National Church, by ſaying it's a Scandal in 
her to pretend to peculiar Doctrines; and that her 


Church-men are not all agreed in her Homilies :- 
Grant that theſe were actually Imperfections in 


her, what would he have the greateft Debauchee, | 


the moſt noted Atheiſt, the wildeſt Sectarian do? . 
Is not all this on purpoſe to bring the Church and 


Church-· men under Contempt by the Laity ? How 4 
do's he with the greateſt Subtilty and Cunning, | 


like the Serpent Who deceived our Grandmother 


Eve, under pretence of being che Churches beſt * 


Friend, dart his deadly Poyſon into her Boſom, 


and become her greateſt Enemy? The Word Pe- © 


culiar muſt be emphatically writ ! And the Holy 


Scriptures muſt be appeal'd co, as if che Church | 7 
of Englaud had Eftabliſh'd any other Doctrine but 
what was contain d in the Scriptures, or aſſerted 


any thing that was contrary to them. Have not 
that Collection of fallible Men made the Scriptures 
their Rule in all her Articles, Rites, Ceremonies 


and Homilies ? What then would he be at muft 


he make a Baffle of the Word Fallible, and expoſe 
the Weakneſs of all Mankind, that he may ſhew his 
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own Strength and Sophiſtical Way of Reaſoning? 
10 Are we to expect Perfection on Earth? Even a- 
7 mong Church- men themſelves, unleſs they be di- 
tected by the Holy Ghoft? 5 


4 If we conſider the Apoſtles themſelves as pri- 


** |” yate Men, both before and after the ſpecial De- 
2 ſcent of the Holy Ghoft upon them, we ſhall find 

"3 |? ſeveral Signs of Fallibility and Weakneſs about 
them. How long did they continue in the Hopes 
of a Temporal Kingdom? We truſted it ſhould be be 
* * which ſhould have redeem d Iſrael; * Lord wilt thou 
* at this time reſtore the Kingdom? What were the 


might become a fit Inſtrument for the Manife- 
7 > tation of the Goſpel to the Gentiles ? It muſt firſt 
2 be declar'd to him in a Viſion that all things were 
common. Then he is expreſly commanded to go 
with Cornelius's Meſſengers. Not doubting Not- 
' 2 withſtanding of all which, he's ſtill in a Surpriſe. 
* Verily I find God has no Reſpect of Perſons, And when 
> contrary to his Expectation the Holy Ghoft de- 
© ſcended by his Preaching, He ſays in Amaze- 
ment to his Brethren the Fews. Can any Man for- 
bid that theſe ſhould not be Baptix d which have receiv d 


- Oblig'd to ſtand up in his own Defence, before 
the Apoſtles would believe, that the Gentiles were 
to be admitted into the peculium of the Church. 
With what Unwillingneſs did all of them lay aſide 
the Moſaick Rites? And what ſerious Conſultations 
did it take before the Apoſtles could perſwade the 
Church to leave them off? They are even oblig'd 
to continue in the prohibition of things leſs ma- 
terial for ſometime, vix. of Blood and Things 
ſtrangled, that they might perſwade them to quit 
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Luke 24. 21. + Adds 10. 47. 
1 he A the 


means us'd to prepare the Mind of Peter, that he 


the Holy Ghoſt as well as we? | Peter for all this was 
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the reſt. How did Peter Fudaiſe afterwards, and I 
provoke Paul to withſtand him to the Face? The 
Diſſention betwixt Paul and Barnabas about Mark, Þ* 
was a Token of great Weakneſs, By all which! 
appears what were the Signs of Fallabilicy and Þ* 
Weakneſs, even among the Apoſtles themſelves, 
But when in Obedience to their Lord and Ma- PF 
ſter, They were to perform any ſpecial Part of Pi 
their Commiſſion. When they went abroad upon 
the particular Affairs of the Church; When they 
were to Act, Write, or do any thing which was F 
to be a Pattern and Rule for the Church to be di- 
rected by in future Ages; Then what they did 
may be look'd upon as Infallible. St. Pau! makes 
a plain DiſtinRion in theſe Caſes, when 1 Corin- |} 
thians 7. 6. (ſpeaking about Marriage) he ſays, | 
But I ſpeak this by Permiſſion not by Command, and 
Verſe 10. And unto the married I command, yet not 
T but the Lord. and again, Yet not I but the Grace | 
of God that dwelleth in me. 
Admitting then that the Apoſtles themſelves, 
when not under the more immediate Direction 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; and that all Church-men FF. 
without the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the Almighty ; F 
are, and ever have been, both Weak and Fallible ; F ;. 
(as the Pamphleteer in a reproachful manner ex- . 
preſſes it) whereby he thinks he has gain'd a great 
Advantage over the Church and Church- men; 
by telling his Laicks, © that by the Church of 
England is meant, that Collection or Company | 
<< of Men. Theſe not only were fallible þ 
© Men,----&c. as is already mentioned, and which 
by him is often repeated; Grant, I ſay, the Apo- 
ſtles were Fallible, I hope the Goſpels and Epi- 
{tles written by them and handed down to us, as | 
our undoub:ed Rule of Faith are not ſo? At the 
firſt ſitring of the Council of Nicea, ſeveral of |; 
the Members deſign'd to bring in defamatory 2 [> 
| 818 
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is againſt their Brethren, before they would 
Weddle in Matters of Faich, until diverted by 
Grn/antine. * This was a ſign of great Fallibility 
ong them; yet the Nicene Creed compos'd by 
them, has ever ſince been ſo much eſteem'd, that 


*% the ſubſequent Orthodox General Councils 
a. Ne often proteſted they would not looſe one 
of An of it ; and as for their Canons they have ſtill 
n een look'd upon as excellent Patterns for the fu- 
„ [thre Regulation of the Chriſtian Church. The 
- Fhree: ſubſequent Orthodox general Councils of 


Gnftantinople, Epbeſus and Chalcedoa, conſiſted of 
Men that were all Weak and Fallible. Is there 
therefore no Regard to be had to thoſe excellent 


ve been of ſo great Uſe to tne Catholick Church 
5 [ever ſince: Nay even in Councils where the A- 
nan Hereſy pre vail'd, we find ſeveral Canons en- 
actzd, which have been moit Beneficial to the 
Orthodox Church ever ſince; ate they then, tho 
good of themſelves, to be rejected, becauſe of 
the profels'd Errors of thole by whom they were 
dompos'd? Have that Collection or Company of 
Veak fallible Men, which the Pamphleteer Laughs 
zt, who at the Reformation conſtituted this pecu— 
ir Church of England, have they I [ay introduc'd any 
Hing into her but that which is agreeable to the Ho- 
y Scriptures? Muſt then her Liturgy, Articles and 
Homilies, compos'd according to the infallible Pat- 
gern of the Scriptures, her Rites and Ceremonies, 
me Effects of the pious Labours and evident Proofs 
of the Sincerity, Knowledge and prudent Conduct, 
$f our firſt Reformers ; mult they all be rejected, 
becauſe it was a Company or Collection of weak 
fallible Men who compos d and injoin'd them? 


Canons and Conſtitutions they cſtabliſhed, which. 
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At this way of arguing, farewe! Decency and 
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Order; Adieu the ſetting Things in that Orde 
which was recommended by St. Paul to Titus; Þ 


Adieu to all theſe political Maxims delivered by 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Fathers to the ſevera| 


National Churches they planted, for a Rule tf 
their future Conduct; Farewel the Canons, Con. 
ſultations, Deliberations, Debates, Circular Let. 
ters, Struglings, Wreſtlings and Contendings for 
the Faith; Baniſhments, Impriſonments, various 


Tortures, Torments and Martyrdoms of the Pri. 


mitive Fathers, in vindicating the Truths of the 
Goſpel from Paganiſm and Judaiſm, and fron 


the various Errors, Hereſies and Schiſms, where. 


with the Church of Chriſt has been and ſtill is in. 
fefted ; had there not been throughout all Ages, 
and were there not to this Day many ſuch weakÞ- 1; 
fallible Men ſtirr'd up by the Influence of the! 
Holy Ghoſt, that perpetual Guardian of thef 
Church, to lay down theſe Articles of Faith, 
theſe Regulations and Conſtitutions, whereby to 


preſerve her: I ſay, were not the Church thu; 


directed and governed, Adieu the very Truths of 
the Goſpel, they would be quite chas'd from the 
Minds of Men; and Farewel Epiſcopacy too, and 


all the different Orders of the Clergy, to whom 
the Care of all the Churches as St. Paul ſays, has 


been, and is committed by Chriſt, that is, fromf 
Him to His Apoſtles, and from them to their Suc-F_ 
ceſſors throughout all Ages, and always, unto thi 


end of tbe Morld. 


Such was the great Love cf the Almighty God ' 


towards poor frail loſt Mankind; ſuch was the 
wonderful Condeſcenſion of our moſt Bleſſed Lord 


and Saviour, that he laid aſide his unſpeakableÞ- 
Glory for a time, and thoſe Heavenly Habita-“ 
tions, To com? down and take our frail Nature m_ 
bim, to dwell among us, to take upon him the Porn| » 
of 4 Servant, and to become obedient unto Death, even 
| 11 
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byte Death of the Croſs ; and all this to purchaſe 4 
ral peculiar People redeem'd by the ſhedding of his 
to moſt precious Blood, and by his glorious Reſur- 
on. rection and Aſcenſion up on High, whereby he led 
et. Captivity Captive, and gave Gifts unto Men. Theſe 
for great, precious and valuable Gifts, that he gave 
ous unto Men, were the declaring the great Myſte= 
ri. ries of the Goſpel deliver'd by himſelf, in a meek, 
the lowly, and humble Manner: His going about con- 
om tinually doing Good,, healing the Sick, curing the 
re.] Diſeas d, and removing all kind of carnal Infir- 
in.] mities by his ſpecial Preſence. His great Care 
es, for the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 1/rael, by cal- 
dat ling unto him, and firſt ſending abroad his Twelve 
the Diſciples, after them the Seventy Diſciples in a 
the ſubordinate Degree, whereby to lay the Foun- 
th, dation of his Church, and prepare the Minds of 
to People for the better receiving of thoſe great 
WE Truths of the Goſpel, to be afterwards reveal'd to 
of them in a more ſpecial Manner. And laſtly, by 
he giving theſe his Miniſters and Servants ſo many 
nd Precepts and Directions as they were then able 
om to bear; and ſending to them after wards the Com- 
nas forter to teach them all Things. 
m When he was about to return to Heaven, from 
ic. whence he came, he promiſed te be with his Apo- 
thi ſtles and their Succeſſors always to the end of the Wirld ; 
but withal, commanded them to ſtay at Feruſa- 
lem till they ſhould be endowed with Power from 
on High; and chat they might be ſtrengthned 
and continue in Stedfaſtneſs of the Faith till that 
time, * He breathed on them and ſaid receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt. After which he gave them the Miſſion, 
| ſaying, Whoſe ſoe ver ſons ye remit, they are remiuted 


"mM unto them; and whoſe ſoever ſins ye retain, they are 
ent 
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retained, Scon after this the Comforter did come! 


in a moſt bgnal manner at the Feaſt of Pw. 


tecoſt, and by his means che whole Truths of the! 


Goſpel were to be fully reveal'd : Ter that the Wi. 
dom of God might the more clearly oppear through thy 
Fooliſhneſs and Ignorance of Men, He ſuffered Errors, 


Hereſies and Schiſms very early to ariſe: Thus the 
Diſſentions among the Corinthians made St. Paul 


write againſt Diviſion, and ſhew the Neceſſity of 
Union and Communicn in the Church. The 


Judaiſing "Temper of the Galatians made him 


write againſt them, to ſhew that we are not 
to be lav'd by the Precepts of the Law alone, 
without thoſe of the Goſpel. The accidental 
Diſcourſe of Alex:inder Biſhop of Alexandria, and 
the forward return of 1;us one of his Presby. 
ters, * gave beginning to that Hereſy, which ſo 
much and ſo long inteſted the Church; until by 
the ſericns and mature Deliberation, by the deep 


and inquiſitive reſearches of the Orthodox. and\ 
by the hot and fiery Contradiction of the Here- 4 
ticks, the wonderſul Myſtery of the Doctrine off 


the Holy Trinity might be better ſetled in a form 
of ſcund Words, and become more Plain and Com- 
prehenſible, by our weak and human Underſtanding, 

The Pride and Ambition of Nowarus gave OCca- 
fion to a great many Contentions, Debates, com- 
municatory and citculacory Letters. that the na- 
ture of Schiſm might be the more fully known; 
and that it might be the better underſtood after 


what manner the Holy Ghoſt would have the} 


Church Milicanc here on Earth to be govern'd, 
"How there is bur one Catholick Church; how 
this Church mult be at Unity. within it ſelf ; how 
ſhe has but one Head, which is Chriſt ; how this 


\ 


— 


. 
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* Socrates, Lib. 1. Cap. 5. 
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Church of Chriſt may be differently conſtituted 
in different Nations, by one and the ſame degree 
of Governors, which is Biſhops, all joining in the 
ſame center of Unity. And that whoſoever will 
needs be a Biſhop or Clergy-man, without the 
common conſent of theſe Biſhops acting in con- 
cert, he muſt needs be a Schiſmatick in the com- 
mon acceptation of all the Orthodox Catholick 
Churches, ever ſince the Days of the Apoſtles. The 
erroneous Doctrine of Traniubſtantiation crept in- 
to the Church of Rome in After- ages, that by a more 
diligent Enquiry it might .the better be under- 
ſtood, after what manner the Body and Blood of 
our Bleſſed Saviour is received in the Holy Sa- 
crament, The circular Letters ſo often mention- 
ed, being the Reſult of the Deliberations of the 
ſeveral Members of this Epiſcopal College, are 
many of them by the good Providence of God 
preſerv'd to this Day as ſtanding Monuments, 
whereby to teach the Governors of the Church 
how to ſteer, leaſt ſuch as are poſſeſs'd with an- 
ti epiſcopal and un-churching Principles, ſfould 
break in upon and pull down thoſe Hedges, 
wnerewith the true Church of God has been 
fenc'd to this Day. 

All this wonderful Proviſion which has from 
time to time been ſtor'd up to us, is only the 
Product of the ſeveral Collections of weak fallible 
Men, as the Pamphleteer phraſes it; yet they 
have been ſuch Inſtruments as God has been 
pleas'd to make vſ2 of for the Advancement of 
Eis own Glory, and the Good of all his People. 
And let us confider the Actions of Church-men 
in latter Times; ſeveral were the Conteſts, De- 
bates and Animoſites, among our firſt Reformers, 
conterning the Veſiments, concerning the Rites 


and Ceremonies, concerning the ſeveral Tenets 


that had crept into the Church of Rome. Some 
were 
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were of Opinion that as few of them were to be 
laid aſide as poſſible to prevent a breach of Com- 
munion : Others afraid of returning to the Popiſh 
Subjection, were willing the Difference ſhould 
be made more palpable, both in Doctrine, Wor- 
thip and Habits. Some yielding conſiderable 
Conceflions to the Papiſts in their Writings, for 
Peace fake ; others of quite different Sentiments 
were reſolv'd to expoſe at largg the Diſagreement 
of the Church of England with that of Rome, to 
prevent her Members from being again enſnar'd. 
And what of all this? Is the reformed Religion 
and peculiar Doctrines of the Church of England 
leſs Orthodox, becauſe ſome of our Reformers 
have given large Conceſſions as to the Church 
Powers and Privileges ; are theſe ſo valuable 
Powers and Privileges removed or leſſened upon 
that Account ; No, Almighty God has been pleas'd 
to ftir up others far ſuperior in Number, who 
have vindicated and rais'd them to a convenient 
Heighth ; ſhall our Pamphleteer then and Scrib- 
ler be allow'd to skreen themſelves under the 
Shelter of our great Reformers, and from their 
Authority vent their pernicious Maxims and Opi- 
nions, deſtructive to thoſe Regulations and Con- 
ſtitutions, which have been univerſally receiv'd 
in the Catholick Church. | 

Let us return to the Scribler, who denies the 
Neceſſity of the Eccleſiaſtical Miſion to ſupport 
the Being of a Church, and aſſumes the Aucho- 
rity of the Reverend Biſhop Jewel for it; though 
he do's not direct to any particular Place of his 
Works, leaſt his unfair Dealings ſhould be detected. 
He ſays be was of Opinion a Proteſtant Church could conſiſt 
of Two or Three gathered together without the Authority 
of Biſhops or Paſtors. This is an independent Prin- 
ciple with a witneſs ; and agreeable to this is the 
ſaying of the Pamphleteer ; The Scriptures were 
; We written 
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written for you, and they need no Interpreter. And 
again, Excommunication, &c. have nothing to do 
with the favour and anger of God, every one is to 
give an account of himſelf to God and Feſus Chriſt. p. 9. 

This ſeems rather to be the Product of Biſhop 
Burnet's Brain than of Biſhop Jewels. It is indeed 
the common Aſylum of all thoſe who (to give 
the greater Scope to their own Licentiouſneſs) 
find that the only way to accompliſh their per- 
nicious Deſigns, is firſt to fall foul upon the Church 
to ruin it, and then they may live as they pleaſe ; 
and what more proper Method can they take 
than to preach up the no neceſſity of frequent- 
ing publick Aſſemblies, nor of regarding the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church, and to per- 
{wade the unthinking Multitude, that if Two 
or Three of them ſhall meet together in a Cor- 
ner,they may perform all thoſe religious Exerciſes, 
thoſe high and holy Duties of Chriſtian Worſhip, 
as well without, as with one who has receiv'd his 
Commiſſion from God, delivered to him by thoſe 
that are authorisd thereto, This has been the 
Language of all thoſe who would rid themſelves 
of the Clergy, diveſt themſelves of all Reverence 
and Reſpe& ; and throw off all Obedience due to 
the Miniſters of God's Word. 

That I may give a more exact view of the Hu- 
mours and Tempers of thoſe People, who have and 
{till do maintain the no neceflityof an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of Biſnops and Paſtors in the Church, I 
ſhall derive their Origin from the Lollards, of whom 
the Learned Mr. Collier gives the following judi- 
cious Account in his Character of Th»mas Arundel 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. © They attack'd 
«© him (ſays he) in the Authority of his Cha- 
« racer, and ſtruck directly at the Patrimony 
* of the Church. They had no regard for 
the Apoſtolical Succeſſion of Prieſthood main- 
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& (aind a regular Life a ſufficient Warrant for 
© that Function; as if Virtue was Equivalent to 
4 a Commiſſion, and every honeſt Man might 
cc make himſelf a Magiſtrate. The Primitive 
& Chriſtians were of a quite different Sentiment: 
c They did not believe the Merit of any Mans 
© Probity could Authoriſe him to Seal Covenants 
cc in our Saviours Name, and repreſent him in 
© the Character of a Prieſt. "Twas their con- 
« ſtant Belief, that no Man ought to take this 
© Honour unto himſelf 2vihout'a Miſſion from the 
* Hierarchy, and being called of God as was 
& Harn-. | ; 
It was a long time before they had come up to 
this Abſurdity, they frequently enveigh'dagainſt the 
Male-Adminiſtration of the Prieſts in their Office, 
but at length they came up to theſe Aſſertions, 
which Mr. Collier thus judiciouſly diſapproves of ; 
and from this Opinion alone it is that all the Di- 
ſtractions, Diviſions, Diſſentions, Strifes, Debates 
and Confuſions, which have happned about Reli- 
gion, have continued to this Day ; for it firſt flow'd 
from England to Bobemia, from whence we have 
good reaſon to believe it made its Way to Geneva, 
to Switzerland, and to France; and that it ſtill 
continued in Eritain, and made a conſiderable 
Progreſs here before the Reformation, as it has 
done too much ſince : For Mr. Collier tells us, circa 
1400. this Anti eccleſiaſt ical Opinion was main- 
tain'd amongſt them. And Anno 1422. Henry Web 
of Worceſter was preſented before the Convoca- 
tion for executing the Office of a Prieſt without 
Orders + From England theſe Opinions crept in- 
to Scotland ; for circa Anno 1496. || We find the 


* 


* FEccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. Part 1. Book 7. p. 635. c. I. 
+ Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Part 1. p. 65. || Ibid, p. 697. 
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following Tenets diſpers d through the Counties 
of Kyle and Cunningham. That Chriſt gave the 
Power of Binding and Looſing to Peter only; 
That Chriſt ordain'd noPrieſt to Conſecrate; That 
every faithful Man or Woman is a Prieſt ; That 
the Excommunication of the Church is nothing 
but a Scarecrow.. And Biſhop Burner would glad- 
ly have the Church of England to mean ſo, by 
one of her Articles, which ſays, Article 23. 
» It is not Lawful for any Man to take upon bim the 
Office of public Preaching or the Miniſtring Sacraments, 
before he be lawfully call d and ſent to execute the ſame, 

In his Explication of this Article he tells you; 
e * If a Company of Chriſtians find the publick 
** Worſhip ſo defil'd, that they cannot with a good 
© Conſcience join in it, nor conveniently go to 
© it; if theſe find ſome that have been ordain'd, 
* tho' to the lower Functions, or ſhould by a 
*© common conſent deſire one of their own Num- 
© ber to Minifter to them in Holy Things, and 
ce ſhould upon that beginning grow up to a Re- 
* gular Conſtitution, tho' he is ſure it's quite out 
* of all Rule, and cannot be done without a very 
5% great Sin, unleſs the Neceſſity was great and 
apparent; yet if this Neceſſity is real and not 
« feign'd, it's not condemn'd nor annull'd by the 
Article; for when this grows to a Conſtitution, 
* and when it was done by the conſent of a Body, 
© who are ſuppos'd to have an Authority in ſuch 
© an Extraordinary Caſe, whatever ſome hotter 
© Spirits have thought of this ſince that Time, 
*© yet he is very ſure, not only thoſe that petin'd 
« the Articles, but the Body of this Church 
© for above half an Age after, did notwith- 
* ſtanding theſe Irregularities, acknowledge the 


— 


Letters concerning A 8 Lett. 5. p. 203. Ed. Lond. 1505. 


Churches 


— mh f 4 
— *, *-- + — 


: 
U 
U 
71 i 
- 
1 
= 
| 
C d 
4 0 
U 
' 
7 1 
' 
: 
\ 
« * 
* 
n 
* 
* 
U * 
„ o 
4 1 
U 
* 
* 
» 
1 
9 
9 
, Tx | 
ts 
U 1 . P . 
+ - 
„ } 
„ 1. 
- * 
* 
"© of 4 
4 
Ly By 
. 4 
4 id 
+ N 
* 4 . 
1 * 
- l «f 
Tas 
bs : 
U N 
= 4 
4 , 
1 + * 
'L 
4 Pr 5 
1 
0 
1 - R 
- l 
» . 
1 
1 © 
* 
„ * 
7 
"» = * 
by 0 3 
279 
0 
[ 1 
98 
„ 
% 70 


n 
— * , 


_ . . 
r 
SIS Pp: the nf — 2 RE Ee 
Ec 


© 5 * * 
© In tas 
ay o. W 
»: % — — 
N oF rogy 
—_ 


— * 0 
— E—_Y 
JS 


[ 58 ] 

ce Churches ſo conſtituted to be true Church- 
&« es. Thus He; From whom the Scribler ſeems 
rather to have taken his Copy, than from Bi- 
ſhop Fewel, for he ſeems to lay ſomething like 
this Charge to our Reformers, and that they ſeem 
to have been of this Opinion for above half an Age 
after the Reformation, but he can never draw 
ſuch a Concluſion from the Article it ſelf : And 
grant that they had yielded ſome ſuch Conceflions 
to their neighbouring Churches for Peace and 
Charities ſake, theſe Conceſſions of theirs will 
never undo what Almighty God has ſaid and done 
for the Eſtabliſhment of his Church. 

That Worthy, Learned and Ingenious Author of 
the Letters concerning Toleration, That great Aſ- 
ſerter of pure Church Principles, in oppoſition to 
the Presbyterians and other Diſſenters; in his Funda- 
mental Charter of Presbytery and Principles of the Cy- 
prianick Age; Mr. Jobn Sage, 6 vove «is has given 
the Biſhop an excellent Anſwer upon this Subject. 
* * He cannot digeſt his allowing ſuch a Body, 
ce as he ſuppoſes to ſet up to themſelves for Prieſts, 
© thoſe who have been ordain d only to lower Functions; 
«© Deacons were never allowed to Conſecrate the 


© Euchariſt, much leſs could they ordain Prieſts 


© for the perpetuation of a Succeſſion of Perſons 
e conſecrated to Miniſter in ſacred Offices; which 
yet they muſt be allow'd to do by his Lordſhips 
* Hypotheſis. Nor will he allow one (ſuppoſing 
« theſe who were ordaind to lower Functions 
* could not be got) to be choſen by common con- 
&« ſent to Miniſter in holy Things; becauſe that 
© which is quite out of all Rule till it's rectified, 
can never grow up to a duly regulated Con- 


„„ ſtitution. He thinks the common Axiom Non 
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i firmatur tractu temporis quod ab initio non ſubſiſtit is 
* founded upon unalterable Reaſon. Neceſſiiy 
* can never juftify ſuch a Preſumption, ſince there 
* is no abſolute Neceſſity of Sacraments ; how- 
* ever Laicks may Worſhip together, and Edify 
* one another the beſt way they can; yet they 
** muſt always keep within their own Sphere, and 
* humbly wait till God ſhall provide them Perſons 
© duly conſecrated, Nay, even from the very 
Presbyterian Principles. This great Man lets 
us ſee how impracticable it is that a Church can 
ſubſiſt after this manner. p. 227. f He ſhews 
in their debate againſt the Independents. 1/, 
* No Man ought to take upon him the Office of 
% a Minifter of the Word without a lawful Cal- 
ling. 34h, Ordination is the ſolemn ſetting 
apart of a Perſon to ſome publick Church Of- 
* fice. 4thly, Every Miniſter of the Word is to 
© be ordain'd by impoſition of Hands and Pray- 
* ers with Faſting. He argues from their V- 
© minſter Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 29. F. 4. None 
* may diſpenſe the Sacraments but Miniſters of the 
* Word Lawfully Ordain d. Chap. 30. F. 2. To 
* Church-Officers the Keys of the Kingdom are com- 
'* mitted, by virtue whereof they have Power reſpectively 
* to retain and remit Sins, to ſhut that Kingdom a= 
* gainſt the impenitent, both by the Word and Cenſures, 
and to open it to penitent Sinners, by the Miniſtry of 
*© the Goſpel, and by Abſolutions from Cenſures as occa- 
* ſion ſhall require. He lets us further ſee in their 
* Fus divinum Miniſterii Evangelici, that they * af- _ 
* ſert Eccleſiaſtical Power being originally in 

* Chriſt ; how {hall any part of it be deriv'd from 
© Chriſt to Man, but by ſome fit intervening 


* — 


f Letters concerning Toleration. No. 5, 
* Page 230, 
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* Medium, or Mean of Conveyance betwixt Chriſt 
„ and Man? And what M:dium or Mean of Con- 
** vezance Can ſuffice, if it do not amount to an 
* Authentick Grant or Commiſſion for ſuch Power? 
* And again, If no ſuch Commiſſion be needful 
* to diſtinguiſh thoſe that have ſuch Power from 
thoſe that have none, why may not all without 
exception, Young and Old, Wiſe and Fooliſh, 
Men and Women, Chriſtian and Heathen, &c. 
© equally lay claim to this Power of Church Go- 
vernment 2 If not what hinders? If ſo how 
abſurd ? -— Jeſus Chriſt hath neither given nor 
ic promiſed to the Community of the Faithful the 
* Spirit of Miniſtry, nor thoſe Gifts that are ne- 
ceſſary for the Government of the Church, The 
Community of the Faithful are no where in the 
© World call'd and acknowledg'd to be Church 
% Governours. | 

Thus far that ingenious Author who has argued 
ſo ſtrennouſly againſt the Presbyterians upon their 
own Principles, that I thought theſe were ex- 
cellent Arguments to uſe, both againſt the Scrib- 
ler and Pamphleteer, who has had the Boldneſs 


60 


to aſſume the Name of a Biſhop; what an un- 


worthy thing would it be in one of the Epiſcopal 
Character to advance ſuch Topicks againſt the 
Church, which even the Presbyterians abhor. 
Any who want to be more fully ſatisfied concern- 
ing the Powers and Privileges of the Church, let 
him read that excellent Diſcourſe of Church Go- 
vernment, written by the Reverend Dr. Potter Lord 
Biſhop of Oxford ; * who if he had as well ſatisfied 
the World with the promiſed Diſcourſe of the 
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Government of the State, I'm perſwaded he could 
have ſettled the juſt and equal Limits both to the 
Regale and Pontificate, which much want to be 
conlidered now-a-days. 

But for our Pamphleteer, he's ſo far from al- 
lowing the Church to be endow'd with thoſe ex- 
cellent Powers and Privileges fo elegantly diſ- 
cours d of in Dr. Potters Treatiſe, that he do's 
what he can to undo, what not only this Natio- 
nal Church, but what all other Members of the 
Catholick Churches have thought fit to Eſtabliſh 
for her more convenient Settlement, and to find 
out a new way unknown to our Anceftors. I 


have ſhewn how he Ridicules our Homilies and 


Articles, and reduces every thing to their Pri- 
mitive Principles of the Holy Scriptures ; as if 
theſe Articles and Homilies were not conſonant 
to them, thinking thereby to make Church Pow- 
ers and Privileges fall to the Ground. Read what 
he ſays as cited p. 15. If he will give himſelf the 
trouble to read theſe very firft Reformers he there 
points at, he'll find they're no ſuch Patrons to 
his Un-churching Principles as he imagines ; and 
grant that ſome of them, as the Learned Author 
for a Toleration ingenuouſly confeſſes, * have 
given large Conceflions to the Presbyterians as to 


their Ordination, out of their great Charity, as 


they efteem'd it, yet as I ſaid before, theſe Con- 
ceſſions are ſo far from invalidating the ſacerdo- 
tal Powers, regular Succeſſion, &c. That I think 
I have made it appear. the Presbyterians them- 
ſelves do even ftrenuouſly aſſert the Privileges of 
the Church, which this our Pamphleteer ſo flatly 
denies in the Quotation I have already given you, 


and more particularly in this Concluſion. 
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* It is therefore, Your Duty, Your Privilege, 
© and Your Intereſt, to obſerve Thoſe Paſſages in 
© the New Teſtament, in which the Genias, and 
Great Deſign, of the Goſpel, is purpoſely exprels'd ; 
and Thoſe, in which it is purpoſely and expreſly 
declared, upon what fort of things, Chriſt will 
** Acquit, or condemn You, at the laft Day. 
* They were written for You, and they need no 
Interpreter. Remember always that, Theſe being 
plain, there can be nothing intended in any ob- 
* ſcurer Paſſage of Scripture, inconſiſtent, or diſ- 
* aBreeable to Theſe : much leſs, that Any of the 
 Pretences, or conſcquential Arguings of Men; 
* or any Precedents and Examples of Men after the 
* Apoſtles, tho' never ſo Pious, or Great; can have 
* any Weight againſt, or equal to, Them. Theſe 
* will be your ſafe, and unmoveable Retreat. And 
„ whilſt you adhere to Them, you will ever be 
e ſure, that not the leaſt Tittle of Your Salvation, 
or Damnation, depends upon the Will of Weak 
Men; but All upon God and Your Selves : that 
Humane Benediions ; Humane Abſolutions ; Hu- 
. mane Denunciations; Humane Excommunications, 
have nothing to do with the Favour or Anger 
* of God; and that Every one of Us, (which is the 
*« Unſpeakable, and indeed the only Comfort of 
** All Sincere and Upright Minds,) is to give an 
© Account of Himſelf, (after All theſe Humane En- 
ce gines have work'd as long as Providence per- 
“ mits them,) to God, our Father, who knows 
the Thoughts of Men; and Feſus Cbriſt, his 
* Beloved Son, to whom it is peculiarly reſerv'd, 
© to bring to light the hidden things of Darkneſs, and 
be to make manifeſt the Counſels of the Heart. 
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The Lay- man's Duty, Privilege, and Intereſt, is 
to obſerve 2 Paſſages of the New Teftament as ex- 
preſly declares wherein Chrift will acquit or condemn 
bim, and that without any Interpreter : No need 
for him to frequent the publick Aſſemblies of the 
Church, He has no need to uſe Her Liturgies, 


join in the publick Congregation with the Faith- 


ful in Her Prayers and Praiſes. They are all but 
the Compoſition of weak fallible Men, © and the 
Product of the conſequential Arguings and Pre- 

* tences of Men, which tho' the Effects of the 
„ Precedents and Examples of pious and great 
Men after the Apoftles, yet they muſt have no 
* weight or be equal to theſe. The Lay-man's 

ſafe and immoveable Retreat, is to believe there is 
no ſach Thing as a Church-man to be reſorted to, 
nor a Church founded by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
to believe in, nor any Eccleſiaſtical Perſons regu- 
larly ordain'd by their Succeſſors. Not one Tittle of 
bis Salvation or Damnation depends upon any ſet of 
Men: A ſet of Clergy-men is ſo far unneceſlary, 
that Salvation may be as compleatly obtained 
without them; Preaching is the only Part of their 
Office which can be uſeful co Man, and that no 
further than it Harangues People into the Conſide- 
ration of Religion : Adminiſtration of Sacraments 
is a mere inlignificant Operation, They are no 
Terms of Salvacion and can confer no Grace, 
The Biſhops have no Power of Benediction; conſe- 
quently when they bleſs the People, they Lye 
in their Hearts; as a late ingenious Author, in 
Anſwer to the Pamphleteer, has it. There is no 
ſuch thing as a Miniſter ſince the Days of the 
| Apoſtles, nor a conveyance of miniſterial Offices: 
They have been interrupted, and the Convey- 


ance ceaſed long ſince. He tells you, © That if 


© his Adverſaries amuſe you with that Power, 
© Which our Saviour Lodg'd with His WN 
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& (the Power of Binding and Loofing, &c.) You 
te may Anſwer ſecurely, That it is impoſſible for 
© you to depend upon this Right in Them, as 
© any thing certain, till they prove to you that 
© every thing ſpoken to the Apoſtles belong to 
c the Miniſters in all Ages of the Church, — 
Tb it is impoſſible for them to prove“ Humane 
Benedifions, &c. When he would have our firſt 
Reformers, the Fathers of our Church, to favour 
His Opinions; then he calls them Autboritative 


Benedictions. But when he comes to advance his 


own Opinion, then they are Humane; That's in 
plain Engliſh, there can be no ſuch Thing as a 
Minifter of God's Word, nor any Authority com- 
mitted to him, as ſuch Sentences pronounc'd by 
him Have nothing to do with the Favour and Anger of 
God, And Sacraments adminiſtrated by him have 
no peculiar Efficacy by virtue of his Commiſſion, 
If Dr. Hoadly be the Author of this, is he not at a 
great deal of Pains both to Un-biſhop and Un- 
miniſter himſelf, and all others who aſſume thoſe 
Dignities and Characters. Sure none of his Opi- 
nion ſhould ever pretend to the Mitre, put on the 
Surplice, or wear the Gown, that uſes his utmoſt 
Endeavours to undo all our Fore-fathers have done 
down to the Reformation : When he begins the 
Settlement of the Church of England, as if there 
had been no ſuch Thing as a Chriſtian Church 
here before; and ſince it may be objected, that 
ever (ſince our Saviour's Days there was always a 
Church in being, cloathed with ſuch and ſuch 
Powers, and endow'd with ſuch and ſuch Privi- 
leges, that he flatly denies, and poſitively tells 
the Lay-man, that it's his Duty, Privilege and In- 
tereſt to take care of himſelf, without any Regard 
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is a Church, he is to believe there is no ſuch 
Thing. How odly does this ſound in the Ears of 
any Orthodox Chriſtian, eſpecially, if ecchoed from 
the Mouth of a Biſhop. To live by the Altar, to 
{ſerve at the Altar, and yet to tell the Laick he 
has nothing to do with an Altar, nor needs he 
have any Regard to a Miniſter who pretends to 
go to and Adminifter Sacraments at it. To 
declare God's Will, or denounce God's Judgments 
from it; Bleſſing, Curling, in God's Name; Re- 
ceiving into, or Thruſting out of the Communion 
of the Church, are mere Chimera's, inſignificant 
Terms, Terms of Art, to diveſt the Church of 
Her Powers, and rob Her of Her Privileges. To 
tell the Laicks that whatever Commiſtion our Savi- 
our gave to his Apoſtles That's ceas'd, It did not 
ſurvive them; And whatever their Succeſſors the 
Primitive Fathers of the Church, and all Ortho- 
dox Church- men have told ns of it ſince, that's all 
a Lye. Methinks the World have hitherto been 
vaſtly impos d upon, who were made to believe 
there were ſuch glorious Powers and Privileges; 
wherewith they who have been duly and law- 
fully call'd into the Miniſtry were and are En- 
dow'd ; If there be no ſuch thing, and if there is, 


certainly it's the heighth of Sacrilege to bereave 


them of it, What Face? What Confidence? Can 
any Man, who aſſumes the Name of a Biſhop, 
have to advance ſuch Pofitions ? Could it be 
expected he would upon his Knees before 
che Altar, Reverently and Devoutly receive the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt by the Impoſition of the 
Hands of his Brethren the Biſhops, pretend to be 
invefted with thoſe very Powers he thus ſets at 
Naught; Can it be imagin'd he would receive 
the Power to Ordain Prieſts or Presbyters, To 


give them the Gift of the Holy Ghoft by he im- 


poſition of Hands, * chem the Power of 
9 1 15 8 Bindin- 
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Binding and Looſing, and Adminiſtrations of Sa- 
craments ; To confer upon the Deacons the Pow- 
er of Preaching and Baptizing, and yet AR, 
Write, Contend and Aſſert, that there is no ſuch 
thing as theſe Powers and Privileges which 
himſelf continues to exert, or at leaſt make his 
Laicks believe they are of no Value at all, and 
that there is no neceſſity for them to depend upon 
them. Is not this as bad in him, as that which 
he ſo reproachfully throws in, thoſe he calls, his 
Adverſaries Teeth, wiz. ** That they themſelves 
© upon their Knees ſolemnly and devoutly acknowledged, 
that they had and held their Biſhypricks and the 
P:ſſeſſuon of the ſame entirely, as well the Spiritu- 
alities as Temporalities ; only of the King's Majeſty, 
*© and of the Imperial Crown of his Majeſeies Realm, | 
Did I think our Pamphleteer were a Biſhop, I 


C 
cc 


* 


** 


c 


ſhould ſuſpect he had indeed receiv'd the Eccle- 


fiaftical Authority after this manner; that he only 
pretended to derive his Spiritualities, as well as 
the Temporalicies annex'd to his See, from his 
Earthly Soveraign, and not from Jeſus Chriſt the 
Head of His Church: Conſecration is only a 
mere Formality, A certain kind of Inveſtiture, A 
Privilege to give him a Right to the Rents and 
Revenues of his Biſhoprick, A Power the better to 
inſtruct his Laicks that there is no ſuch Thing as 
a Church, An Opportunity to tell them the glad 


"Tidings, that every one of them may Live as they 


pleaſe ; to teach them ** that they have a Right 
© to God's Graces, Abſolution and Benediction, upon 
© the Conditions of Him (Chriſt) who offers 


6 them to them, without any Regard to the Oat- 


ce Vie of Humane Terror, or the Solemn Denuncia- 
& tions of any Man upon Earth. + And for the 
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[ 67 ] 
Power he receiv'd at his Conſecration to Ordain 
Prieſts, that was only that he might give them 
the better Titles to their Livings, for he deriv'd 
this Power by way of a Superiority from the So- 
veraign, ſince they could have preach'd and ad- 
miniſtrated Sacraments without that; and the Im- 
poſition of Hands and gift of the Holy Ghoſt was 
only a Ceremony, by which this Power was 
given; for I have good Reaſon to doubt whether 
the Pamphleteer believes there is an Holy Ghoſt, 
ſince he does not ſo much as once Name that Glo- 
rious Third Perſon of the Holy and ever Bleſſed 
Trinity NO not in all the Preſervative ; altho' he 


had ſeveral Opportunities of ſhewing his Belief 


when he ſpeaks ſo often of Goſpel, Scriptures, God 
and Chriſt; Nor does he mention the Catholick 
Church, ſave once in Deriſion of his Adverſaries; 
but he has nothing to do with Union and Cat bo- 
liciſm in the Church. I am ſurpriz'd chat any Per- 
fon ſhould aſſume Dr. Hoadiy's Name to patroniſe 
this Doctrine, pretend to be a Father of the 
Church, and yet uſe ſo many repeated Arguments 
and ſuch ſedulous Endeavours to deſtroy Her. 
What can he do more to complete Her Ruin? 
He has firipp'd Her of all Her ourwardOrnaments, 
his next Endeavour is to deprive Her of Her in- 
ward Excellencies, to depreciate Her Authority, 
and rob Her of Her 2M'//ion : That Mifſon by which 
She derives Her Being from God Himſelf, from 
our Bleſſed Saviour who redeemed Her, and from 
the Holy Ghoſt who ſo ſignally deſcended upon 
the Apoſtles ; whom our Saviour had perſonally 
inſtructed before his Aſcenſion, and fitted them to 
lay the Foundation of that Building whereof Him- 
ſelf was to be the chief Corner-ſtone, and whoſe 
perpetual Aſſiſtance is promiſed to continue with 
Her, by taking Care to preſerve a Regular and 
Uninterrupted Succeſſion of Holy Fathers, Bi- 
K 2 ſhops 


2 a” 1 - 
5 9 ** o 3 


- —— - = 
1 — - 4 
— P 4 
= — 
4 — 
7 Sy SS + 8 a" I. 
% 1 * . 
. 7 — 4 — - 3 - => — * _ 
- - — - 
- 
by . — - _ 
— — c Vs - < 


I 4-2 
n «a. - 


WED DECIDES LS ad 


£3. 4% << 2 — 

- 3 — KL * 
9 * — Re 

— 


— Ts ad > 44 : _ 
Xo: - — 2 12 > - omg Sn 7 »—e 2 — 
” © A * 1 , . - : — * „5 2 — as 2 
— — — - 
4 — — — — — — =P — 
„ - * * PS _ * » 


xz 


— © 
9. 


2 


1 
— = + Peas 12 
an a _ 


a Yo. of Eee r 
CCC — — — 


- * - 3 . ha " 2 _ - * 
4 8 NON e F 
it * 8 . 
1 —_— — 8 2 
. —_— _” + == 7 
e — > — — 
- 1 
— 1 
— 22 
- 1 3 + ; 


p 
+ 
* 
1 

F 


8 
— 
x 


—— 


— „ 
4 2 — 


—_—c 


: 
} 
61 
kh 
' 


* 


g - 
RE En bb 
nate tn # 9 


[ 68 

ſhops and Paſtors, whereby to Govern, Rule o- 
ver, and Direct Her, throughout all Ages, —— 
Againſt this Miſion, I fay it is, this Character Inde- 
lebilis, that the Pamphleteer bends all the Force 
his Rhetorick, his poſitive prolix ſophiſtical quib- 
ling Eloquence can invent ; as will appear by his 
Words in the following Citations, 

_ © Suppoling therefore, (what I never can grant 
** for the Sake of the Honour of God, and of the 
©* Chriſtian Religion,) that their Grand Spiritual 

Topicks had any Reaſon in them ; that the Be- 
netic of Gods own Appointment to You, de- 
pends upon 2 Regular, uninterrupted Succeſſion of 
'* Rightful Biſhops ; (which God's Providence ne- 
* ver yet, in Fact, kept up, as far as we can judge 
* of chings 3) or that your Communion with any 
* Riſhops, ſuccecding ſuch as have been depoſed 
* by an unlawful and undue Authority, deſtroys 
* all your Title to Ged's Favour (which He him- 
5 felf hath never told you:) 1 ſay, ſuppoſing 
*© thele and the like Points, with which they 
*© amaze, rather than convince, their weak Fol- 
“ lowers; yet, here you have a Reſting-Place, 
and you ſee how the Cauſe lies before you, as 
© to the Concerns of our own Nation, to which 
*. They apply the whole. p. 72. 

I have given this Suppoſition its full Scope, 
leſt he ſhould ſay I had mangled the Sence of his 
Words ; I'm not concern'd for the Reſting-Place, 
let them that cad the Preſervative find it out; 
but I'm concern'd to read ſuch Blaſphemous Ex- 
preſſions, that he can never grant the grand Spi- 
ritual Topicks of a Regular Uninterrupted Succeſſion 
of Rightful Biſhops had any Reaſon in them. No, 
Foz ;he Dake and Yonour of God and the Chzi- 
ſtian Rel gion he can never grant it. And again, 
God's Providence never yet in Fact, kept up 2 
Regular Uninterruptes Succeſſion of Rightful Biſhops : 
ÿ1I.T 4: 1 | Though 
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Though he ſhould qualify this Second Parenthe- 
ſis a Thouſand Times with an ſo far as e can judge 
of things. I muſt needs ſay he ſets the Honour of 
God, and of the Chriſtian Religion, in a direct Op- 
poſition to God's own poſitive Promiſe perpetu- 
ally to preſerve His Church. What then did the 
Providence of God keep up? A Succeflion of 
wrongful Biſhops 2 Of any Biſhops at all? Of 
Presbyters? Of any kind of Eccleſiaſtick Perſons 2 
Is this ſaid by one who aſſumes the Name of a 
Biſhop ? Bone Deus! Horreſco ! Is this uninterru 
ted Succeſſion of Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church 
a mere Chimera, a Phantom, What can never be 
granted for the Sake of the Honour of God. Can God 
be diſhonoured by that very means by which He 
manifeſts His Glory, and imprints the Belief of 
Himſelf upon the Minds of poor frail mortal Man 
here on Earth. For if it were not for our Holy 
Religion reveal'd unto us, and preſerv'd among 
us, by means of a Church, whoſe Being con- 
ſiſts in a due Care had to preſerve that Miſſion, 
or Commiſſion, {o ſolemnly delivered by our Savi- 
our to his Apoſtles, ſo ſignally confirm'd to them 
by the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, commanded 
to be ſo carefully convey'd by them to their Suc- 
ceſſours, which we have as good Reaſon to be- 
lieve is by God's own ſpecial Appointment, as 
any thirfg elſe we find in the Holy Scriptures: I 
ſay, if it were not that the Providence of God has 
preſerv d a Regular Succeſſion of Perſons to act by His 
Commiſſion ; to be His Repreſentatives, to preach in 
His Name, to make Covenants and appoint Seals to 
them in His Name; and in His Name to receive into, 


and thruſt out of the Communion of His Church. As 
the great Mr. Fohn Sage judicially has it. Tm 


— 


* Letters concerning Toleration. Let. 5. $. 17. 20 
my afraid 
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afraid it would be as bad with us as it was with 
the old World when Noab entered the Ark ; we 
ſhould have been drown'd in Ignorance, and 
fwallowed up in Deſtruction ; We are a ſinful Ge- 
verat ion, a Seed of Evil-doers; and if it were not for 


the ſpecial Providence of God to preſerve a Rem- 
-»ant among us of Biſhops and Paſtors, in a Right- 


ful uninterrupted Succeflion ; to guide, direct, 


inſtruct and keep us, in the Right and Spiritual 
Way, we ſhould have been as Sodome, and hve ſhould 
bave been like unto Gomorrah. + And alas! Into 
what ſad Diſorders, Diſtra&ions and Diviſions, 
has the Contempt of the Clergy, and the Diſ-be- 
lief of this Commiſſion granted to the Paſtors of 
the Church, brought us to at this Day! But let 


us conſider him farther upon this Anti-chriftian 
Subject. 


10 


It hath not plea 


ſed God, in his Providence, to 


keep up any Proof of the leaſ Probability, or 
moral Poſſibility, of a Regular Uninterrupted Suc- 
ciſſon. But there is a great Appearance, and 
humanely ſpeaking, a Certainty of the contrary : 
that this Succeſſion hath been often interrupted ; 
eſpecially in the opinion of Thoſe who maintain 
all Lay-Baptiſms, and all Offices performed by 


* Perſons, who either have been irregularly or- 


« gained, or have forged their Pretenſions to Ordi- 


cc nation, to be mere Nullities, || 


Who is it that's of this Opinion, are they who 


condemn Lay-Baptiſm, and who look upon Irre- 
lar Ordinations as Nullities ; is it they who are 


perſwaded, that it is neither Probable, Poflible, 
nor Certain, the Providencg of God would have 


kept up Regular Uninterrupted Succeſſion : Let the 


Preſervative Page 7 


+ Iſaiah Chapter 1. rap 9. 
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Pamphleteer guard himſelf from Nonſence in this 
Paragraph if he can. He tells you further, 

&« It is highly abſurd, to put ſo important 2 
« point, as God's Favour, and Eternal Happi- 
* neſs, upon what no Man living can ever be 
* acquainted with, to his Satisfaction. But ſtill 
* more abſurd, to put it upon a matter, the con- 
© trary to which appears to be true. This is the 
© Caſe here. This Regular Uninterrupted Succeſſion 
* of Perſons qualified and regularly ordained, is 
© 2 matter impoſſible to be proved. Nay, the 
* contrary is more than probable, upon all Hifo- 
© rical Evidence: Which we receive in other Ca- 
© ſes, Therefore, your Intereſt in the favour of 
© God can have nothing to do with it. AS SURE 
« AS GODIS JUST, He would have laid this 
* Matter open and plain to the Capacities of thoſe, 
* whoſe Salvation was to depend upon it. Now, 
Ne hath in fact been ſo far from makingthisplain, 
e in his Providence; that He hath rather made 
© the contrary plain. Therefore, This cannot be 
© the Point, upon which your Salvation can at all 
depend. . L 

Having already preceeding p. 40. deduc'd the 
Miſſion more particularly in this Iſland, I have 
ſhewn it's NOT a Matter impeſſible to be prov d ; all 
I ſhall at preſent take notice of is, thoſe heavy 
Aſſeverations he makes uſe of to fortify ſuch Un- 
churching Principles. Nothing will ferve him 
but to invoke the Tremendous and Sacred Name 
of God, by one of His moſt glorious Attributes, Mis 
Juſtice; To enforce a notorious Falſhood, As 
lure as God is Juſt; Yowr Intereſt in the Favcur of 
God can have nothing to do with an Uninterrupted Re- 
gular Succeſſion of Perſons Qualified and Regularly 
Ordain'd ; God in his Providence never kept up ſuch 4 
Succeſſion. Oh how ſad is it to hear ſuch Expreſ- 
ſions from one who pretends to Sence and Learn- 


ing 5 


I 72 ] Pa 
ing; what can we expect when ſuch Tenets ar 
ſo openly profeſs'd and maintain'd, Quales ſumus ! 
quo evebimur! But obſerve him further. 

*© Among our ſelves particularly the Caſe will 
« admit of another Argument, drawn from the 
&* peculiar Circumſtances of our Church, and the 
< inextricable Difficulties ariſing from them; 
cc which I would not fo willingly ſpeak of, were 
ce it not that the Church of Rome is continually 
cc making uſe of this ſort of Argument, 

Very well, our Church muſt have peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances, though it be a Scandal for Her to have 
peculiar Doctrines: But why is She allowed theſe 
peculiar Circumſtances ? What's this Argument? He 
tells you, ; 

ce Iris very well known, that ever ſince the Re- 
ce formation, there hath been a Regular Succeſ- 
ce ſion of Biſhops certainly kept up in Ireland, and 
© probably in England allo; at leaſt we may have 
leave to ſuppoſe it, and that is the ſame thing, 
de as to the preſent Argument: It is as well 
©* known that ſeveral of the firſt Proteſtant Bi- 
& ſhops were named by the Lay-Power, nor can 
de there be any Regular Succeſſion in the Pro- 
c teſtant Church, whether of Nozjurors or Others, 
ce but muſt come down from thoſe Biſhops, whom 
« yet our Adverſaries muſt deny to have been 
cc Biſhops, upon the account of theſe Lay-depri- 
<* vations. | 

According to our Pamphleteer's way of rea- 
ſoning, he ſtates the Matter thus; there is no 
Neceſſity of an Uninterrupted Regular Succeſſion, for 
God in bis Providence never kept up that in Fatt, &c. 
Bur if you will have ir, you muſt derive ic from 
Proteſtant Biſhops, who were named by the Lay- 
Power to ſucceed to Popiſh Biſhops, who were 
deprived by the Lay-Power: To which I anſwer, 
There mult either be a continued * 
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Sicceflion of Biſhops and Paſtors Regularly Oi- 
dain'd in this our Church, or otherwiſe She muſt 
be a Muſhroom ſprung out of the Dunghill, taking 
np Her Peculiar Dottrines, Peculiar Circumſtances 
Peculiar Privileges, all at Her own Hand ; without 
any Authority, any Command, or any Commiſſion 
whatſoever. Now it can be made appear, nay 
it is evident, that in Fact this Succeſſion is unin- 
terruptedly handed down to us, (by Popiſh 
means indeed) but free from the ſtain of Lay- 
deprivations. Let him conſider what he cites * 
from Dr. Hicks's Collection of Papers. F Such 
were the Popiſh Biſhops in Queen Mary's Reign 5ho 


were put into the Sees of the diſplacd Proteſtant Bi- 


ſhops, He'll find theſe things do come up to the 
Point, and that they will anſwer all his Difficulties, 
That there were Lay-deprivations too frequent; 
at or about the Time of the Reformation, is 
what ſhall not be denied; but if there be no o- 
ther means to render Lay-deprivations valid than 
by ſuch Precedents he may drop the Cauſe ; Two 
Blacks can never make one White, and if we can 
otherwiſe derive the Miſion than by ſuch means, 
which we hope we can, and whereof he cannoc 
be Ignorant, Then we hope to come up to the 
Point. But of this more hereafrer, — 
But what does he mean by being Nam d by the 
Lay-Power, is Naming and Conſecrating all one? 
The Convocation of Clergy in King Henry VIII. 
and King Edward Vs. Time, conſiſted of Eccle- 
fiaftical Perſons, duly and regularly Ordain'd 
or Conſecrated : They conſtituted themſelves a 
National Church, Independent of the See of Rome; 
which I hope the Pamphleteer from Church Prins 
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74 
ciples (if he'll adhere to any) will allow they had 
the Privilege to do. They composd our Litur- 
gy, Articles and Homilies, and carried on the Re- 
formation, When they had brought it to great 
Perfetion Queen Mary ſucceeds ; ſhe by a Lay- 
Power turns out all theſe Proteſtant Church- 
men, and Places Papiſts in their ftead ; were not 
theſe Clergy-men who were thruſt into their Sees 
and Pariſhes Intruders? She murder'd and baniſh'd 
the moſt of them, the few that remain'd were re- 
call'd by Queen Elizabeth : They were a competent 
Number, ſo many of them remain'd both Canoni- 
cally Ordain'd and Conſecrated as was requiſite to 
fill up the Vacancy, Queen Elizabeth thruſt out 
theſe Intruders whom Queen Mary had plac'd in- 
ſtead of the Proteſtant Reformers ſhe had de- 


ſtroyed. Shall then the Succeſſors to thoſe who 


had been thus lawfully and canonically ſetled in 
Queen Elizabeth's Time, be ſaid only to derive 
their Miſſion from thoſe who had no other Claim 
to be Eccleſiaſticks, but only that they were Nam d 
by the Lay-Power ? And becauſe it's ſaid they 
deriv'd their Ordination from Rome, therefore had 


they no Miſſion at all. Far be it from Dr. Hoadiy 
to be guilty of ſuch a Thought. If it is He, let 


him chuſe whether he had rather aſſert the Bi- 
ſhops of England at the Reformation did take up 
their Stations by the Appointment of the Sove- 
raign, without any Miſſun at all, or that they 
deriv'd their Orders or Miſſion from the Church 
of Rome. Utrum Horum mavis accipe. If they took 
up their Ocders at their own Hand, then there is 
neera Clergy-man in England at this Day, which 
ought to be look'd upon as ſuch ; and it's the 
greateſt Preſumption in them to pretend either to 
the Mitre or Surplice, At this rate it were far 
better to be a Presbyterian than to be a Clergy- 
man of the Church of England, only that a Preſ- 

1 | byterian 


11 


byterian is out of the road of Preferment, and has 
no opportunity to aſpire to the Living of a Biſhop- 
rick, For if no Man can take the Office of Prieſt- 
hood upon him, unleſs he be called of God, as was 
Aaron; much leſs can he Anoint,Ordain,or Conſe- 
crate ; and a Power deriv'd after ſuch a manner 
is no Power at all. f 
In relation to the Miſſion from Rome, He bids us 
ask his Adverſaries ; therefore, firſt, what ſhould 
« we have done upon their Principles, for any 
© degree of Reformation not only from our 


© Church of England but their own ? To wait 


« for it in a regular Way from the Hands of the 
© Popiſh Biſhops and Clergy themſelves, in whoſe 
* Eyes it was worſe than Death, had been to con- 
« ſent to all Superſtition and Wickedneſs, in ex- 
** petation of what would never have come to 
e paſs ; and to have it from any Hands but theirs, 
will I fear give a Nullity to the whole. p. 80. 
Pray whence had the Biſhops of the Eftabliſh'd 
Church their Ordination and Conſecration, do 
they not mediately derive them from the Biſhops, 
who being firſt Papiſts became afterwards Pro- 
teſtants, and carried on the Reformation. Surely 
again, they muſt either derive the Mifim from 
them or have none at all; Who was it that told 


him that it ond have been worſe than Death 


to wait for it in a regular Way from Popiſh Bi- 
ſhops and Clergy; does their receiving the Mi/- 
fron from them make them give conſent to Superſti- 
tion and Wickedne(s, and will they rather chuſe to 
deny the Succeſſion than to derive it from Rome; 
and not only ſo, but be eſteem'd a Member of no 
Church at all, rather than allow the Nenjurors the 
leaſt grain of one of their »2ain Points, though 
ſeemingly never ſo well founded upon Church 
Principles: Were it not much better for him to 
own the Succeſſion to the Rowiſh Church, ro com- 
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76 
mend the decent, and regular the orderly Wax 
of Procedure of our Anceſtors at the Reforma- 
tion, Who were ſo happy as to throw out of 
Four Miſſals (all materially differing among them- 
ſelves,) * what was Superſtitious and Erroneous 
in them, and to make up one complete Form of 
Divine Worthip agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, 
than thus to bring a Scandal upon a whole Church, 
in order to defeat an Handful of People. already 
brought fo much under by Afflictions, which ob- 
liges him to take a quite different Road than to 
treat of Eccleſiaſtical Matters upon Church Prin- 
ciples, and to ſettle Civil Conſtitutions upon a 
quice different Footing than Civil Governments 
have been hitherto eſtabliſhed. All muſt be re- 
duc'd to their Primitive Principles. The Church 
muſt be reform'd according to the Primitive Pa- 
tern of the Holy Scriptures, without any Regard 
to whatever Canons have been enacted, and 
Conſticutions heretofore regulated for her Good 
and Welfare. And ſince he can find no prece- 
dent for ſuch a Government in the State, as he 
has a mind for, he muſt beat that out upon the 
Anvil of his own Brain, according as his Hu- 
mour, Fancy, or particular Intereſt leads him; and 
this he calls the Serving the Ends of Government, 
which for whac I know may be to ſerve his own 
Ends ; which he may Model and Faihion fo, as to 
be capable of a new Mould every new Year. 
For by the Chain of his Diſcourſe, he do's not 
ſeem to be ſo fix'd in his Principle as to ſhew any 
Probability (or moral Peſſibility, to uſe his own 
Words) that he will ſtill continue the fame. And 
thail we not be a happy People, who ſhall be ob- 
lig d to {ubmit to ſuch new Ends of Government 


— — 


„ 


* Viz. That of Sarum, York, Bangor and Lincoln, | 


71 
as our Pamphleteer ſhall think fit to carve out for 
us, according as he ſhall find it ſuitable to his In- 
tereſt. | 

Of this we have here a pregnant Example. Be- 
fore he can fix upon what Foundation he would 
have the Church to be built, as I have obſerv'd 
p. 13. He muſt deftroy all the Canons, Conſti- 
tutions and Regulations, by which ſhe has been 
govern'd for near Seventeen Hundred Years. 
Sure if he had not thought the Nonjuring Church 
very firmly built, he would never have been at 
ſo much Pains to undermine it, by ſtriking at the 
very Root of the Principles and Practiſes of the 
Primitive Fathers, and of all the Catholick Or- 
thodox Churches ever ſince Chriſtianity was pro- 
pagated. Their Intereſt muſt needs be inſeparable, 
otherwiſe he had never endeavoured to undo the 
whole for the ſake of a few. 

How ſeriouſly does he argue againſt that which 
was never doubted off till about Three Hundred 
Years ago, as I have obſerv'd p. 56. It was broach'd 
by a ſet of People The LOLLARDS, who being 
willing to ſhake themſelves looſe from their Sub- 
jection to the Church at that Time, had not 
Knowledge enough to find out ſuch Grounds of 
Reformation as might have been ſufficient to ſup- 
port that Undertaking ; Did ignorantly maintain 
ſome abſurd Opinions, mix'd with others that 
were more Orthodox. What a ſhame is it for 
him to imbibe the very Dregs, and drink up the 
Spewings of thoſe, who knowing no better, were 
through groſs Ignorance and Inadverrency prom- 
pted to ailert thoſe Errors which he with fo much 


Earneſtneſs contends for, viz. An Interruption in 


the CSuccr/ſim of Biſhops and Paſtors in the 
Church! What a Scandal is it fer bim thus to 
agree in Opinion wich a mean pitiful Mercenary 
Scribler, whom all che wild bigotted virulent 
| | | Se ctarians 
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Sectarians do adore ? And how much ought he to 
be aſham'd, when he conſiders, that even the Pref- 
byterians are zealous Aſſerters of the Uninterrup- 
ted Succeſſion of Ecclefiaſtical Perſons as is obſerv'd 
elſewhere ? I muſt confeſs the Presbyterians of 
1641. ow d a great many thanks to the Indepen- 
dents, for curing them of a Diſeaſe which had 
well nigh waſted their Strength, and making 
them vigorouſly ſtand up for a Neceſſity of this 
Uninterrupted Succi{/ſim, to ſave themſelves from 
being ſwallowed up by their powerful Adverſaries: 
For they were not able to ſtand their Ground 
againſt the Attacks of the Independents, if they 
had not had this Aſylum to retire to, but of this 
more hereafter. All I ſhall at preſent add is, that 
is Unworthy of the Pamphleteer to pretend to 
be a Biſhop, when he ſo poſitively contradicts 


that, which the Presbyterians themſelves ſtifly 


maintain, as we have ſhewn p. 57. and ſhall ſhew 
at more Length. 

But to come nearer to this main Point (as the 
Pamphleteer ſays) of the Miſian or Uninterrupted 
Succeſſion in an Eccleſiaſtical Sence. It's not 
here to be underſtood by the Vacancy of a pro- 
per See, nor any Conteſt which might have hap- 
ned between the Fathers of the Church, about 
their ſucceeding to ſuch and ſuch a Vacancy. 
But it is to be underſtood How? Where? And 
When this M.ſion was convey'd? Whether it poſ- 
ſtbly could, and actually has been convey d ? And 
whether the Pamphleteer can make it appear that 
there have been Interruptions? Poſitive Inter- 
ruptions, Interruptions in Fact, and ſuch Inter- 
ruptions as Upon all Hiſtorical Evidences are more 
than Prebable, and therefore ſuch as the Laicks 
Intereſs in the Favour of God can have nothing to 
40 with, 

As 
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As to the Interruptions, in the Vacancy of 2 
proper See ; That has frequently hapned, when 
by the means of two or more Competitors the 
Epiſcopal Chair might have been ſaid to have 
been vacant till the Controverſy was decided, 
and then whoſoever was found duly elected by 
thoſe whoſe Right it was, Canonically Conſe- 
crated and Received by the Neighbouring Ca- 
tholick Biſhops their Collegues, He was to be ac- 
knowledged and received, both by the Clergy 
and People of that Dioceſs or Diſtrict as their 
Lawful Biſhop, and all due Deference was to be 
pay'd to him as ſuch. Now this Vacancy can by 
no means be called an Interruption, when there 
was a Competition which ſhould be preferr'd. 
24ly, Suppoſing theſe Two or Three had all been 
Conſecrated by Perſons regularly and duly con- 
ſecrated themſelves, yer there can be no more 
than one Bifhop in one See, and he whom the 
Neighbouring Biſhops upon a ſtrict inquiry into 
the Ground of the Conteſt receiv'd as ſuch : He 
muſt be. own'd as the Rightful, Lawful, and duly 
Conſecrated Biſhop, and they who will not ce: 


to his Promotion nor join in Communion with 


him muſt be look'd upon as Schiſmaticks. 
The Caſe of Cornelius is an evident Proof of this, 
he is Conſecrated Biſhop of Rome by a Competent 
Number of Biſhops, and receiv'd as ſuch by his 
Neighbouring Colleagues and the inferiour Cler- 
gy of his Dioceſs. Novatus Diotriphes like af- 
\ fects the Preheminency alſo ; He invites Three 
Biſhops from the out-skirts of Italy, who under- 
ſtood nothing of Court or Political Intreagues ; 
They being a competent Number, Conſecrate and 
Convey the Miſſion to him: But this being Clan- 
deſtinely done and Cornelius being openly elected, 
neither did the Neighbouring Biſhops nor the 
Clergy of Rome aſſent to it ; therefore both 3 
an 
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L 80 ] 
and his Conſecrators are by the unanimous Cöti- 
ſent of the whole Chriftian Church declared Schiſ- 
maticks. They who conſecrated him are by the 
Church oblig'd to do Penance, and ſubmit to 
ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures as their Crime de- 
ſerv'd. | | 

Novates by his Circular Letters obtain'd a grea 
many Adherers, and by his Ambition was prom- 
pted to maintain Hetrodox Opinions, in order to 
ſupport his Party, (which too frequently hap- 
pens among thoſe who once depart from the Bo- 
ſome of the Orthodox Church) after which nei- 
ther he nor his Sectators were received into the 
Communion of the Catholick Church, until they 
renounc'd their former Errors, and declar'd their 
Abhorrence of ſuch Schiſmatical Practiſes. Nei- 
ther was this Schiſm diſclaim'd by Cornelius and 
the Neighbouring Biſhops of the Weſtern Church- 
es only, but by all the Biſhops of the African and 

Eaftern Churches alſo. The Celebrated St. Cy- 

prian of Carthage has favoured the World with ad- 

mirable Epiſtles upon that Subject. The like may Þ 
be alſo obſerv'd of the Donatiſts of Africa as was 

of the Nowvatians in Europe. | ; * 

Suppoſing then the Line of Biſhops ſhould fail in 1 

t. 

27 


any particular Church, yet by the good Providence | 
of God, and vigilance of che Biſhops of the Neigh= þ 
bouring Churches it has ſtill been preſerv'd, where- Þ 
of ſeveral Memorable Inſtances are to be given 
from the Unqueſtioned Hiſtorians of the Primitive! 
Times: Such as theſe the Scribler makes mention 
of in his forecited Letter, ſome of whoſe Autho-F . 
rities I ſhall make uſe of to clear up this Point. 
Euſebius tells us, that from St. James the Apoſtle, 
the Couſin of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, unto the Seige of Jeruſalem, . 
by Adrian, there were Fifteen Biſhops that ſuc- “ 
ceeded to each other there, in the Jewiſh * N 5 
RE na 
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And that after the Deſtruction of Feruſalem St. 
Mark took care to lay the Foundation of that 
Church in the Gentile Race. Narciſſus ſucceeding 
chought fit at a certain Time to retire, no Perſon 
knowing where he went ; upon which ſuch was 
the Care of the Neighbouring Biſhops, that they 
thinking he was Dead confecrated one Dius in his 
room, who living no long Time Germanio lucceed- 
ed to him, and to him Gordius, in whoſe Tims 
Narciſſus appear'd again, And now, leaſt Two Bi- 
{hops ſhould pretend to the fame See, at the ſame 
Time, the Neighbouring Biſhops thought fic to 
oblige Gordius co lay aſide his Adminiſttacion; ſo 
that what was Regular in Gordius's Succeſſion be- 
fore now becomes illegal, his Predeceſſor being 
ſill alive, the Fathers of the Church obliging him 
to paſs from any Claim he had to that 5ce, “ 
This IT hope will ſuffice as a Teſtimony of the 
Earneſtneſs, Vigilancy and Care, of the Biſhops 
in the Primicive Ages of the Church, for keeping 
up and indefatigably handing down to their Suc- 


ceſſors Uninterruptedly, that Miſſion which our 
Pamphleteer ſo poſitively denies. But that he 


may be further ſatisſied, let him read a Citation 
in the Margent of an Annotacor, whoſe Credit, 
together with the Authors, upon whom he makes 
the Commentory, I hope will be convincing to 
any unbyais'd Perſon whatloever, | For not only 

do 


— 


r 


* In his (Gordui-) Time from ſome Place vr other Narci ſſus 


| eppear'd again, as one riſen from Death 40 Life, and is imme- 
diately invited by his Brethren to his Biſhoprick ; al! Men ad- 
= miring him much more, both for his Retreat and alſo for bis 


The moſt famons Churches, eſpecially theſe founded by the 
„ N 1 * 


; Apoſtles keep the Sroceſhons of 7 heay *1/popricks laid up amovg 
8 their dichives, recording their Deaths and the Day of ther 
5 N . 


Deaths. 


L 823 
do we ſee a Catalogue of the Biſhops who Unin- 
terruptedly ſucceeded to each other in the Four 
Apaſtolical Churches of Feruſalem, Antioch, Alexan- 
dria, Rome, and in the Patriarchal one of Conſt an- 
tinople from Conſtantine delivered to us by Euſe- 
bins ; but alſo continued by Socrates and Ewvagrius, 
during the Four Catholick General Councils of 
Nicea, Epheſus, Conſtantinople and Chalcedon, upon 
whoſe Baſis our judicious Reformers have ſetled 
our Glorious Church of England, as it ſtands to 
this Day. So that if the Providence of God has 
preſerv'd the Catalogue of Biſhops in the Succeſ- 
ſion to their ſeveral Sees, throughout thoſe dark 
and obſcure Ages of the Church, when through 
the Violence of the ſeveral Perſecutions, all kinds 
of Records were for the moſt part deſtroyed, how 
little reaſon have we to doubt of the continuing 
of it in After-ages. And if the Pamphleteer has 
any more Authentick Hiſtorical Facts and better 
avouch'd than theſe to produce, he ſhall be hear- 
tily Welcome; but I muſt beg leave to tell him 
(leaſt one of his Learning ſhould be ſo far Igno- 
rant) that theſe are Facts which have been hi- 
therto Univerſally receiv'd to be true. 

We come now to the Affair of St. Chryſoſtome, 
which the Pamphleteer ſays they (viz. his Ad- 
« verſaries) mention ſo often in vain, and in 
* contradition to themſelves and their own 
6 Principles. He was Baniſh'd (ſays he) And 
* Baniſh'd for ſpeaking againſt the Empreſs. Let 
sus ſuppoſe him to be a profeſs'd Enemy to the 
e State, meeting with his People conſtantly to 


ä roo — 
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— 
— 
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Deaths, in a pair of writing Tables, Theſe our Euſebius had 
«:ligentiy Examin'd, aud he had digeſted the Biſhops of ths 
Prarie Sees from theſe Tables only, Yaleſ. aunor. in Euſeb, 
'F » 5. C 12 | | | 
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& Pray and Preach with the utmoſt Zeal againſt 
© the Rightful Emperor, and in conſequence of his 
ce Notions ſetting up another, and denying Com- 
* munion to all who would not join with him 
* againſt the Rightful Emperour. | 

In order to ſet this noted Piece of Hiſtory con- 
cerning St. John Chryſoſtome in a true Light, I beg 
Patience of the Reader until I ſer down the moſt 
remarkable Paſſages of his Life, at leaſt ſuch as 
relate to the Matter in Hand, from Socrates an 
Author of fo great Antiquity and ſo univerſally 
receiv'd, that I hope the Pamphleteer will not of- 
fer to call his Credit in Queſtion. Such groſs 
Impoſitions rather befit the Scribler, whoſe great 
Talent lies in ſpreading abroad malicious Lyes, 
Calumnies and Falſhoods, than the Pamphleteer 
who skreens himſelf under the Name of a Biſhop: 
They are enough to invalidate the Teſtimony of 
all the Writer can aſſert. | | 

It's well knowa the maintaining of Rebellious 
Principles, ſtirring up to Sedition and Rebellion, 
or declaring (far leſs praying, preaching, or o- 
therwiſe acting) againſt che Rightful Emperour, 
was not ſo much as dream'd of by the Primitive 
Fathers. Had ſuch Opinions been once broach'd 
in theſe early Ages of the Church, the Catholick 
Members of it would with one Voice unanimouſly 
have ſtood up againſt it ; and with the greateſt 
Earneſtneſs and Zeal ſtifly aſſerted the contrary : 
And its /upDoſitio nin ſupponenda, that our St. Chry- 
ſoſtome could be. gvilty of the like. A pious Soul 


of pure Solid and Catholick Principles, who 


throughly underſtood the Docttines of the Holy 
Scriptures; he was too well acquainted with 
what St. Paul ſays in his Epiſtles to the Romans. 
(Whoſoever reſiſtetb the Power reſiſteth the Ordinance 
of God, and they that reſiſt receive damnation to them- 
ſelves, Chap, 13. 1.) He knew too much of the 
M 2 Ca- 
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Canons, Conſtitutions and Regulations, of the 
Catholick Church in thoſe Days, (none of which 
favour'd ſuch Tenets) to give the leaſt Ground 
for ſuch a Suſpoſition: He continued as firm and 
ſtedfaſt in che Faith as any of his Contemporaries, 
and cherefore he of all Men ſhould not have been 
branded with the worſt of Calumnies, ſuch as the 
encouraging er ſtirring up of Rebellion. 

To give him a juſt and due Character, he ſeems 
to have imbib'd a ſtrict and ſevere Temper in 
relation to Diſcipline, from that Aſcetick and 
Monkiſh way of Living he had been accuſtom'd 
to in his younger Years. He underſtood Books 
better than Men, and could not endure any thing 
that was diſorderly or irregular in the inferiour 
Clergy, over whom he had a more immediate 
Inſpection ; well knowing that they ought to 
ſhew good and pious Examples to the Laity ; 
therefore he exhorted and reproved them with 
the greateſt Freedom, and when occaſion requir'd 
he cenſur'd and exemplary puniſh'd them for their 
not behaving themſelves ſuitable to their Cha- 
rafter. He knew very well how to treat ſuch as 
were bis Brethren, and of the ſame Eccleſiaſtical 
Degree with himſelf, and therefore when Epipha- 
nus and Severianus come to his Metrapolitan City 
of Conſtantinople, he treated them honourably and 
reſpectfully: The one he invited to his Palace, 
and the other he admitted into the Freedom of his 
Converſe ; but when he underftood that they 
were acting uncanonically, by ordaining Preſ- 
byters and Deacons within his proper Bounds 
and Dioceſs, and that without his Knowledge and 
Ccnſent ; then it was that he expell'd them out 
of the City, and oblig'd them to retire; and main- 
tain'd his Character and Epiſcopal Authority ſo 
boldly, that all the Perſuaſions, Exhortations, 
and eyen Threats of the Empreſs Exdoxia, could 
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not prevail with him to give the leaſt Counte- 
nance to ſuch as had acted ſo far contrary to all 
the Rules of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline at that Time. 
He with great Freedom reprehended the Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs and Luxury of the Court, was offended 
at the Licentiouſneſs of the Magiſtrates, curb'd 
the Debauchery of the Eunuchs and Courtiers ; 
and becauſe he would be no Sycophant nor Court 
Paraſite, no Time-ſerver, nor would indulge any 
thing he thought contrary to the Purity of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; therefore he brought upon 
himſeif the Odium and Malice of thoſe whom he 
had diſoblig'd, by looking ſo narrowly into their 
Life and Converſation, and ar laſt fell a Sacrifice 
to their unjuſt Revenge. | 

Theophilus who formerly entertain'd a private 
Grudge at him, becauſe of his being preferr'd to 
Ifdorus, his Friend in the See of Conſtantinople, 
now begins to take off the Mask and openly ap- 
pear in his malicious Deſigns : He and Severi- 
anus poſleis'd the Empreſs with a Prejudice a- 
gainſt him, as if he had aim'd at her in an Ora- 
tion he had made againſt the Vices of the Female 
Sex. She obtains a Preſcript from the Emperour 
by virtue of which, ſhe procures that Theophilus 
ſhould call a Synod of Biſhops, molt of which 
were his profeſs'd Enemies, and ſummon'd him 
before them. He appeal d to a General Council, that 
bis Cauſe might be beard before a more impartial Ju- 
dicatory : They without any dela) cite him Four Times 
before them, and becauſe he would not appear, but in- 
ſiſted on his former Appeal, they condemn'd and depos d 
im; laying no other Crime to his Charge but only that 
be wou!d not appear. Theſe are the very Words of 
Socrates my Author, * The Emperour iſſued but 
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an Order that he ſhou!d be forthwith ejected 
and carried into Baniſhment. Fobannes Un- 
der{tanding this ſurrendred himſelf, about Noon, 
on the Third Day after his Depoſition, the Peo- 
ple not knowing of it, for he was afraid leaſt a 
Diſturbance might have been rais'd upon his 
Account, and ſo he was carried into Baniſh- 
% ment. For the Multitude (when his Buſineſs 
* was divulg'd, about the Evening after the Sen- 
tence was pronounc'd) were put into the great- 
*« eſt Tumult imaginable, had watch'd all Night 
long, and would not in no wiſe ſuffer him to 
© be taken out of the Church, but cried that 
* Cogniſance ought to be taken, of his Caſe be- 
* fore a greater Synod, 

And this is the Caſe about which the Pamph- 
leteer makes ſo great a Clamour and Noiſe. H- 
was Baniih'd, and Baniſh'd (Emphatically ritten and 
repeated) for ſpeaking againſt the Empreſs. — A pro- 
feſs'd Enemy to the State — meeting with the People 
conſtantly praying and preaching againſt the Rightfu! 
Emperour, aud that with the ut moſt Zeal too, Is 
there any thing in all this that gives the lealt 
Ground for ſuch a Suppoſition: Is there the leaſt 
Innuendo here for raifing ſo groſs a Calumny a- 
gainſt that devout Saint, who.was fo much har- 
rals'd by the Spire and Malice of his Enemies 
. while alive, and whoſe Aſhes have been too much 
diſtucb'd fince his Death; what can be expected 
more from the greateſt Heretick, againſt a Man 
af ſuch intire Catholick Principles? Is it not the 
greatett Buldneſs, moſt ignominious and reproach- 
ful Spite, in any one who pretends to fo much 
Senſe and Conſcience, who will needs have him- 
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ſalf look'd upon as a Perſon of ſo great Learn- 
ihg and Diſtinction as to aſſume the Name of a 
Biſhop. Certainly Dr. Hoadly cannot but reſenc. 
this Pamphleteer's fixing his Name to ſuch ſcan- 
dalous Reflections upon ſo great a Saint. 

And here is to be conſidered what a great re- 
gard both the Emperour and Empreſs had to the 
Eccleſiaſtical Judicatories at that Time, Tho' 
the Empreſs was now polleſs'd with the greateſt 


Enmity againſt St. Chyſoſftome, by the crafty Inſi- 


nuations of his other deadly Enemies; and tho' 
the Emperour was puff d up to the greateſt Rage 
by her Suggeſtions, yet none of them would of- 
fer to deprive, depoſe or baniſh him, till the Sy- 
nod had firſt taken Cogniſance of his Caſe, and 
paſs'd an Eccleſiaſtical Sentence againft him ; 
neither was St. Chryſoſtome wanting in a juſt and 
due Deference to ſuch an Eccleſiaſtical Judica- 
tory, however Partially and Uncanonically they 
had proceeded. He quietly acquieſces, ſtays three 
Days in the Church to prevent an Uproar, and 
ſteps privately off for fear the Multitude ſhould 
be exaſperated againft the Righrfu! Emperour ; fo 


far was he from being a profeſs d Enemy to the State. 


And although their Rage and Fury was like to 
have fall'n heavy upon the Emperour, and Theo- 
pbilus the chief Inſtigator to all this Miſchief ; 
yet this his peaceable Behaviour prevented things 


from coming to too great a highth. And when 


the Populace would not be ſatisfied until he were re- 
call d, yet he poſitively refus d to take Poſſeſſion of his 
Epiſcopal Chair ; ſaying, that that ought to be done by a 
Determination of the Fudges, and that it was neceſſary 
bis Condemners ſhould acquit bim; and when the Mul- 
titude grew more inflam d, and won!d needs have him 
ſeated in his Epiſcopal Throne, He in a moſ! Pious and 
Chriſtian M. uner proceeded according to his Uſage to 


pray 
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pray for Peace to his People. Is this In conſequence 
of bis Notions to ſet up another, and deny Communion 
to all who would not join with him againſt the Em- 
perour? Can the Pamphleteer produce one Inftance 
of the leaft deſign Fohn Cbryſoſtome had of ſetting 
up another? If ſo, I ſhould be glad he would 
favour the World ſo far as to let them know who 
it was, Let him produce the leaſt Hiſtorical In- 
ſtance (that this was ſo much as mention d) which we 
uſe to receive in the like Caſes, On the contrary, 
he was ſo far from denying Communion to ſuch, 
that neither thoſe of his own Dioceſs, nor any o- 
ther Members of the Catholick Church, would 
after he was baniſh'd a ſecond Time join in 
Communion with thoſe who had ſet up in Op- 
poſition againft him, 

That there were two ſeparate Communions ſet 
up then in the Church, which otherwiſe agreed 
in Catholick Principles, was too well known, 
and created too great a Diſturbance not to be 
remembred, even with Regret in this our 
own Age: Yet that St. Chryſoſtome or his Ad- 
herers ſet up another Communion, where Diſ- 
loyalty to the Emperour was preach'd up, or thac 
he (in other Terms) deny d Communion to his 
Loyal Subjects, can no where be made appear. 
We ſee the Emperour is oblig'd to recal him the 
Rightful Biſhop, in order to prevent this Breach 
of Communion ; and when by the Force of the 
Populace, (ontrary to his pure and ſincere Incli- 
nations,) he is oblig'd to re-inſtal himſelf in that 
Throne, from which he had been ſo unjuſtly de- 
poled ; without the Eccleſiaſtical Reſtitution he 
moſt paſſionately deſir'd. Muſt he be blam'd for 
re- poſſeſſing himſelf after ſuch a manner? And 
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* Socrates Lib. 5. Ch. 14, 
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for the Schiſm which happen'd upon his ſecond 
Baniſhment ? Becauſe forſooth that was not done 
by thoſe who were his open declar'd and invete- 
rate Enemies; mult, I ſay, the Schiſm which fol- 
lowed upon this his unchriſtian and uncanonical 
Treatment bs laid ro his Door, and muſt his ve- 
nerable Name and moſt pious Memory be firſt 
calumniated, and then made uſe of as an Exam- 


ple, by ſuch as do their utmoſt to deftroy the 


Church in this Age, that thereupon they may 
found their moſt pernicious and modern Do- 
ctrines. | 

Socrates in the detail of this Hiſtory recounts 
fome ſingular Accidents which followed upon 
Fohannes, or St. Chry/oſtome's being thus Uneccleſi- 
aſtically treated; ſuch as Cyrinws Biſhop of Chal- 
cedon having firſt loſt che one Foot, and then the o- 
cher, both which Gangred and were afterwards cut 
off; though the fitſt Cauſe was only that Marru- 
thus Biſhop of Meſopotamia had accidentally trod- 
den upon one of chem. The falling of Hail as 
big as Scones at Conſtantinople, The Empreſs, her 
Death ſhortly after, which People then look'd upon 
as ſo many Judgments ; Upon Cyrinas, becauſe 
of the opprobrious Words he had formerly ſpo- 
ken againſt Fohannes ; Upon the Conſt antinopolitans, 
becauſe of their diſreſpectful Behaviour towards 
him; and upon the Empreſs for her barbarous 
Treatment of him; but then he continues. WWhe- 
tber Crinus ſuffered, the Hail fell, or the Empreſs 
dyed upon Johannes Account God only knows, 

But this is certain, a lamentable and woful 
Schiſm happen'd upon his Baniſhment and Death. 
Arſacius a few Days after was ordain'd Biſhop, or 
rather uſurp'd the Epiſcopal Chair of Conſtanti- 
nople, and probably by their Means who expell'd 
St. Chryſoftome ; yet he did not long ſurvive his taking 
the Biſhoprick. The Fobannites, or they who own'd 
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Fobamnes's rightful Title to the See of Conſtantino- 
ple, began to hold ſeparate Aſſemblies, and 
would not join in Communion with ſuch as had 
intruded into his Charge; though they continued 
to Communicate with all the Catholick Churches 
elſewhere. ä 

Atticus ſucceeded to Arſacins, a good and pious 
Man, univerſally and deſervedly etteem'd by all; 

yet the Tobannites would not own him as their 
Biſhop, even after St. Chry/cftome's Death, becauſe 
he deriv'd his Succeſſion from A4r/acizs the Intru- 
der, and not from Febannes the Rightful Biſhop : 
But he prudently and piouſly endeavoured to heal 
up the Schiſm, by placing Fohanness Name in 
the Dypticks, and raſing out Arſaciuss, and there- 
by owning himiclf as Fohannes not Arſacim's Suc- 
ceſſor. * I know it's objected that Arſaciuss Name 
docs not appear to have been rasd out, but of 
courſe this muſt have been done, for it was not 
the Practiſe of thoſe Days to keep in Record the 
Names of Two Biſhops, who pretended to have 
a Title to the ſame Sce ar one and the fame 
Time. 

Such was the great Regard the Catholick 
Church had to the Rightful àucceſſion cf Biſhops 
in thoſe Days, chat ſeveral of theſe Fobannites 
would neither Communicate with Atticus, (not- 
withitanding all Eis pious Endeavours to be re- 
concil'd to them,) nor with Siſinuim choſen b 
the Laity, and regularly ordained by the Clergy 
to be his Succeſſor ; nor with Neſtori us, who was 
firſt look'd upon to be of Catholick Principles, but 
was afterwards depos'd as an Heretick by the Ca- 
tholick Council of Epieſas nor yet with Maximi- 
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* Socrates Lib. 7. Ch. 25. 
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anus who was regularly conſecrated his Succeſſor; 
till the pious and peaceable Proclus who ſucceeded 
him (being ſenſible of the ſad and diſmal Effect; 
of this Schiſm begun by St. Chryſoſtome's unjuſt 
Depoſition,) uſed his prudent Endeavours to ſatisfy 
the diſcontented upon that Account, by bringing 
Fobannes's Body from the Place of his Exile, 
where it had been buried, and depoſitating ic in 
the Church of the Apoſtles at Conſtantinople, * be- 
tide the Bodies of the Biſhops his Predeceſſors; 
that thereby the injullice of his Depoſition and 
Exile might be known to foture Ages; and his 
pious Memory as a Catholick Biſhop might for 
ever after remain unblemiſhed. 

How much aſham'd then ought this Pamphleteer 
o be, who (after ſo many Ages) has dar'd to rake 
bis Aſhes afreſh, and accuſe bis Memory with fo 
foul a Crime as that of endeavouring to counte- 
nance 2nd tir up Rebellion. Certainly, had not the 
prudent Atiicu, and the peaceable Preclus, been 
ſenüble of che juttnels of the Complaint of the 
Fobaunitei, and upon what good Ground they diſ- 
ſ2rzed from them, they had never been at ſuch 
' Pains to have them reconcil'd. Eſpecially Pro- 
clus, who made uſe of this prudent Expedient of 
bringing back his Body, ive and Thirty Years 
after his Depoſi:ion. This plainly ſhews, that the 
Catholicks in moſt Places kept Communion 
with theſe Jobrnnites ; and it's a pregnant Ex- 
ample wha: deep Senſe the Catholick Church at 


that Time had of Schiſm, which the Pamphleteer 


and his Brechren talk fo lightly of Now-a-days ; 
when one of his greateit Quarrels with Popery is, 
© That ic is a Religion which wherever it is re- 
«© ceived muſt act univerſally and equally the 
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*« ſame way: That it's a Religion which leaves 
nothing to the variety of Tempers and Princi- 
ples, p. 26. which (in my Opinion, however 
erroneous it be otherwiſe) is one of its greatelt 
erfections. 
A Third Inſtance is in the Affair of Porterius. 
The Synod of Chalcedon depoſe Dioſcorus for Herely. 
Porterius is Eccleſiaſtically ordain'd Biſhop of A- 
lexandria in his ſtead ; Tumults are raiſed upon 
account of his Ordination, and promoted by Ti- 
mothers Eleurus ; who upon the Death of the Em- 
perour Marciatus, procure Porterius to be murder- 
ed in the Streets of Allændria, and poſſeſſes him- 
ſelf of his Archiepiſcopal See; but he is after- 
wards baniſhed “ to Gangra, whither Dioſcorus had 
been baniſhed before, and Timotheus Salophaciclus 
is elected to ſucceed Porterius. Baſiliſcus Ulurps 
the Imperial Throne over Zen the Emperour ; and 
being poſſeſs' d of the Empire, he recals Timotheus 
Eliurus from Baniſhment, who Anathematizes the 
Council of Chalced-m. Zeno re poſſeſſing himſelf of 
the Throne, the Biſhops of 4/2 crave Pardon for 
condemning the Council of Coyrlcedon. And Tizzo- 
theus Saliphaciolus is reinftalld as Porteriuss Suc— 
ceſſor to the Sce of Alexandria: Fohannes ſucceeds 
Timotbeus in the Porterian Succethon. This Fo- 
bannes having obtained the Lpilcopal See by in— 
direct Means is ejected ; and Petras Mongus (Who 
nad procur'd himſelf to be elected Succeſſor to the 
Intruder Timotheus Eliurus) is placd in the Chair, 
having embrac'd the Orthodox Faith; and being 
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* After theſe Things Timotheus Eliurus] is condemn'd to 
be baniſ'd. He alſo as well as Diolcorus being ordered to 
dwell at Gangra, The Alexandrians therefore eleft Timotheus 
ee e to ſucceed Poterius in the Biſhoprick. This 
Timotheus ſome Per fons alfo term'd Baſilicus Evagrius Scho- 
laſt. Bock 2. Ch. II. 
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received into Communion wich the Adherents to 
the Porterian Succeſſion. 

This is the Third Inſtance I have produc'd from 
Three Authors of great Credit of the Primitive 
Church Hiſtory, whereby I deſign'd to ſhew the 
great Concern the Members of the Primitive 
Church had to preſerve the Succeſſion of the 
Rightful Biſhops in the ſeveral Churches, and 
what great Averſion they had to Intruders. 
The Caſe of Narciſſus ſhews how careful the Pri- 
mitive Church was to prevent Interruption ; and that 
of St. Chryſoſtome and Petrus Mongus ſhews, they 
either thruſt out the Intruders, or deny'd them 
Communion, which was the greateſt Puniſhment 
could be inflicted, and the beſt Expedient could 
be usd by the Orthodox to reclaim ſuch as 
diſturb'd the Peace of the Church; well know- 
ing of what a heinous Nature Schiſm is. 
So far were they from giving the leaſt Encou- 
ragement to that variety of Tempers ſo much cricd 
up Now-a-days. 

Petrus Mongus Was certainly a very bad Man, 
but I have made mention cf him only to ſhew 
how earneſt the Emperour Zeno was to have the 
Porterian Succeſſion rightly plac'd ; And that he 
was once fully convinc'd of Petrus's Ortho- 
doxy appears from his Letter to Pope Felix, F 
though he aſterwards reaſſum'd his former He- 
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* Wherefore alſo noi long after this, when a Feſiivity was 
celebrated at Alexandria, and all Perſons had agreed to that 
tern'd Zeno's Henoticon, Petrus lkewiſe was admitied into 
Communion with thoſe of Porterius's Pariy, Evagr. Lib. 3. 
Ch. 13. 

7 You ought to be moſt undoubtedly afſur'd, that both our 

Piety and the forementioued meſs Holy Petrus : And all the Fon. 
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J hope theſe are ſufficient to prove what a No- 
tion the Primitive Fathers of the Church had of 
the neceſſity of a Miſſion, and of the Uninterrup- 
ted Continuance of it. Would they have ſo care- 
fully preſerv'd the Catalogues of the Biſhops in 
the ſeveral Churches? Would they have look d 
upon the inſerting or raſing out of the Dypticks 
to be of ſuch Moment? Would they have been 
ſo carnelt in keeping up the different Uſages in 
the ſeveral Churches? But that it might be the 
better known from which of the Apoſtles they 
receiv d them, in order to derive the Succeſſion 
of their Biſhops from ſuch 2 Would they of Bri— 
tain have kept fo cloſe a Corr:ſpondence with 
the Gallican Church:s, had it not been that they 
might mutually beſtow the Min upon each o- 
ther? If through the Iniquity of Times it ſhould 
fail, would Gregory the Great have been fo 
particular in his Advice to Arguſtine, as to delire 
him (if he was ſucceſsful in converting the San 
ont) to return to Erherius Archbiſhop” of Aris, 
and be conſecrated by him? If the Mifſicn, If the 
Power of Ordination and Conſecration was not 
neceſſary, why ſhould he have been at ſuch Pains 
a Second Time to croſs the Seas? Could not he, 
and they who were with him, as well have 
pitch'd upon the moſt capable of theſe Converts, 


and bid them Teach, Inſtruct, and adminiſter 
the Sacraments to their Brethren, without the 


Formality ot a M. in? Why ſhould Auguſtine be 
ſo delirous to know how to behave himſelf as 0 
that? And upon what account did Gregory give 
him the following Solution to one of his Que- 
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Holy Churches do Embrace and Reverence the moſt Holy Syuii 
of the Chalcedonians, which hath fully agreed with the Fail 


of the Synod Nudans. Evagr, Lib, 3. Cap. 28. 
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ſtions. That in regard Auguſtine was the only 
„ Biſhop in the Engliſ Church, twas impracti- 
cable for him to have any Aſſiſtant at the firſt 
Conſecration, but when any French Biſhops 
* happend to Travail into Kent they might join 
* him in ſo far, as to be Witneſſes to the Solem- 
* nity ; but ater the Engliſh Church was once 
* furniſhed with a Number of Biſhops in the 
** Neighbourhood, Then no Clergy-man ought 


to be p2omoted to that Character without Thzee 


« oz Four of that Oder at his Conlecration, * 
This is not Gregory's Advice alone, but an Advice 
conſonant to the Canons of the Four Orthodox 


| General Councils, and what has always been ob- 


ſerv'd by the Church of England, even at the no- 
ed Time of the Conſecration of Archbiſhop Par- 


er, whereof the Pamphleteer cannot be Ignorant. 


On what a ſolid Bottom muſt the Principles 


of the Nonjurors be fix'd 2 When by the foregoing 


ic appears, that if the moſt material Objection 


againſt them be that of an Interruption ia the. 
Succeſſion of the Eccleſiaſtical Miſſion, and if it 
be plain and evident there can be no ſuch Inter- 
' ruption unleſs it fail altogether; then the Pam- 
| phleteer has done them a conliderable Service, 
by ſhewing that their Principles are built upon a 


laſting Foundation fo2 the Laicks to go upon, + 
and that the Coniequences dzawn from ſuch Pze- 
miſſes || are of great Uſe and Advantage to them. 


If on the other Hand there actually is and has 
been ſuch an Interruption, then he has done the 
 Eftabliſh'd Church (whereof he pretends to be a 


Biſhop) a vaſt diskindneſs; by ſhewing they can 


have no Pretence to a Church, For ſince it's in 
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* Coll. Ecclef. Hiſt. Part 1. Book 2. Page 68. 
T Preſervative Page 9. | Ibid Page 5. 
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the Commiſſion, in the Powers and Privileges 
delivered by our Saviour to his Apoſtles, to be 
handed down and enjoy'd by their Succeſſors 
throughout all Ages; that a Church-man is di. 
ſtinguiſh'd from a Laick : If they have been in- 
rerrupted and let fall? Then every Man may 
take up this Commiſſion at his own Hands, and 
pretend to have as many of theſe Powers and Pri- 
vileges as he hasa mind; and an Independent 
Teacher may be as good a Clergy-man as the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 

Before I proceed further, I muſt take notice of 
a Conceſſion granted by a late Author upon this 
SubjeR, which I can no ways goalong with, wiz, 
© Tho' the Succeſſion of Biſhops has been ſome 
© Times interrupted, yet it has commonly been 
© reſtor'd by an Eccleſiaſtical Hand, * What kind 
of an Hand this can be does not appear to me, 
For it's as plain as the Primitive Tradition, or 
Ancient Church Hiſtory, can make it. That 


neither the Miſſion nor Ordination was ever con— 


vey'd or perform'd by any other Hands than 
thoſe of the Apoſtles, or of the Biſnops their Suc- 
ceſſors; until in thoſe latter Days, that ſome Liſ- 
obligations taken at and Prejudice conceiv'd a- 
gainſt the Biſhop of Geneva, and ſome other Bi- 
ſhops in Switzerland, made Calvin and his fellou 
Reformers there, bethink themſelves of conveying | 
it without the Intervention of the Hands of a 
Biſhop. And it's upon the looſing of this Pin alone 
That Ozdination is valid, though not perfozmed by 
a Biſhop, That all the Miichiets which have 
befallen this otherwiſe Happy Iſland have follow- Þ 
ed. The opening of this Door has given an in- 

let to Presbyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſts, Dua 
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* Some Arguments in the Preſervative briefly conſidered. p. 14 
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ers, and all thoſe other wild Sectaries which con- 
tinue to infeſt the Church, and threaten Her 
Ruin to this Day. Ir was not the Epiſcopal 
Ordination that was chiefly pointed at by Calvin 
and his Brethren ; It was the Sovereign Power 
and Authority which the Biſhops in thoſe Parts 
aſſum'd as ſecular Princes, againſt which they 
were ſo maliciouſly bent; It was Envy againſt 
the Prince which made them bereave the Biſhop 
of what intrinſically belong'd to him. Ir was in 
Order to ſet up Democracy in the State, that all 
theſe Babyloniſh Confuſtons were introduc'd into 
the Church; and hence it is that Presbyterians 
for the molt part have ever ſince entertain'd re- 
bellious Principles. So perverſe is our Nature, 
that from one Extremity we generally run to a- 
nother. We become ſuperſtitious in running 
from Superſtition : When once People begin to 
tamper with Auth.rity, they never ceaſe till the 
trample upon it. Epiſcopacy and Monarchy 
are ſo mutually join'd, that the one never did 
yet flouriſh without the other; which made 
King Fames I, obſerve that Nec Epiſcopus, Nec 
Rex. 

But to return, Grant that Presbyterian Ordina- 


tion were valid, (which was never yet eſteem'd 
fo by thoſs who adhere to pure Primitive Church 


Principles) yet they never pretended to reſtore 
the Succeſſion of Biſhops if once it was in- 
rerrupted (which they mult have done according 
to that Author) for none but Biſhops Conſlecrate 
Succe lors to Biſhops. It's a great Conceflion, if 
one ſhould yield that one Presbyter can ordain 
another Presbyter. But it can never be granted, 
that one who is only cloathed with an inferionr 
Power can confer a ſuperiour Power {ſuch as 
mat of Ordination) upon another, who himſelf 
was never cloathed with any more than a ſubor- 
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dinate Degree, and what other Eccleſiaſtical 
Hand can be concerned in this Matter, is what 
Ido not yet underſtand | a 

I need not ſwell this ſmall Eſſay with the fur- 
ther clearing up of theſe material Points of Or- 
dination and Conſecration (though of great uſe 
to our preſent Deſign) ſince they are already ful- 
ly made good by the moſt Part of Orthodox Ec- 
cl-fiailical Writers, eſpecially thoſe of the preſent 
Age; whereof I could name ſeveral, who have 
demonſtratively proved, that they properly belong 
to the Biſhops and not to Presbyters, unleſs he 
ſhall think fit to call chem to aſſiſt him at an Or- 
dination. But as to the Conſecration none but 
the Piſhops Colleagues are Canonically allowed 
to aſſiſt. 

But leaving this, ſince our Pamphleteer will 
only be convinced by the Scriptures, though I 
ſuſpect he has fume ſiniſter Deſign by his fo of- 
ten having r-courſe to them, for as he calls all 
thoſe high and lofty Words, whereby the Powers 
and Privileges of the Church are uſualiy expreſs'd, 
ſuch as Abſolution, Benediction, &c. nothing 
but Terms of Art, * fo being ſenſible the illite- 
rate Laicks are leſs capable Judges of the more 
important Paſſages of the Scriptures, he ſends 
them {ſtraight to them, that the ſtrength of the 
Argumen:s which the more Learned may deduce 
from theſe very Paſſages may be ſhun'd. 

But my Deſign is not ſo far; I am refolv'd to 
ſhew what kind of Government, whether in 
Church or State, Almighty God has pointed out 
as moſt agrecable to His Will, from the p/iin and 
obvious Paiſages of the Hi Scriptures, without any 
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cquivocating or deluſive View, 
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Almighty God being reſolved to commit to 
Man (whom he had created aſter his own Image, 
and endowed with a reaſonable Soul and Faculty 
of diſcerning between Good and Evil) the Domi- 
nion over his fellow Creatures, was willing to 
ſhew him, that great and weighty Matters are 
not to be gone about in a prepoſterous and irregu- 
lar way, but after a decent and orderly manner; 
therefore he did not pronounce his Fiat all at 
once, but made it produce the ſeveral Effects, 
during the ſpace of Six Days: Nor did He create 


Man in common with the other living Creatures, 


but as it were call d a Cabinet Council of Hea- 
ven, (Come let us make Man) and made him the 


laſt as the moſt excellent Part of the Creation, 


to ſhew what a ſpecial Regard he had to him who 
was to Lord it over all his fellow Creatures. And 
what Deference and Reſpect is to be paid toſuch, 
as by His Divine Providence are plac'd in a ſu- 
perior Station, both in Church and State. 

Before the poſitive Law was promuigated, 
which hap'ned near to Three Thouſand Y-ars 


after the Creation, both the Eccleſiaſtical and 


Civil Power were jointly plac'd in the eldeſt Son 
of each Family, as appears by the lineal Lefcent 
handed down to us of the Antidiluvian Patriarchs 
till Noah, And from Sbhem Noah's eldeſt Son to 


Abraham, in whoſe Perſon (and to whoſe Poſte- 


rity, the poſitive Law was ficit declar'd) God Al- 
mighty firſt plac'd that which is called a Church, 
plainly intimating that the Right of Succeſſion 
was originally and hereditarily inherent in the 
lineal Deſcent of the Eldeſt, from Father to Son; 
and that the younger Children had no Right to 
chuſe who ſhould Reign over them. The Govern- 
ment continuing in this State, and after this Man- 
ner, for ſo many Hundred Years, is a ſufficient 
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Proof of the Preference of this to all other kinds 
of Government whatever. 

When the Great Creator had determin'd to ſe- 
parate the Government of the Church from that 
of the State, He took ſuch Regular Steps as may 
clearly teach us, that People are not to leap into 
Miniſterial Offices all at once. He firſt Redeems 
the firſt Born of 1/-ael by the Sacrifice of the firſt 
Born of Egypt, and then claims the firſt Born of 
Iſrael as more peculiarly belonging to himſelf. 
When He is to deliver His Church and People 
cut of Bondage, He calls Moſes by a ſpecial Ap- 
pearance in the Buſh, and to let him know that 
He had ſanRified him by His immediate Preſence, 
He bids him take off the Shoe from his Foot, for 
the Ground whereon he itands is Holy Ground. 
The more fully to convince him that He was 
hereby ſpecially call'd, He works a Miracle by 
A1:ſes's Means, in turning the Rod to a Serpent, 
and laſt of all He gives him the Commiſſion : See 
what Regularity of Procedure is here ; He firſt 
ſanctifies him, then confirms him by the perfor- 
mance of a Miracle, and then gives the Miſſion ; 
which from thence forward was to continue Un- 
interruptedly throughout the ſucceeding Ages. 
Becauſe hereafter the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment of each Tribe was to be continued in 
the firſt Born. There ſote ſince He had already 
_ aſſum'd them to Himſelf) He accepts of one whole 

Tribe (viz. that of Levi) for His more peculiar 

Service in their ſtead. And ſince the fitſt Born 

exceeded (Body for Body) the Tribe of Levi in 

Number, therefore He accepts of ſo much Mon 

as a Redemption for the reſt, which He diftri- 

butes among the Tribe of Levi : To whom He 

alſo allots certain Portions and Inheritances a- 
4 mong their Brethren for their Maintenance, And 
I that the Number of ' L pwelve F ribes ſhould be ſtill 
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kept up, He divided the Tribe of Foſeph into 
Two, viz. that of Ephraim and Manaſſeh ; for 
though Ephraim was the younger Brother, yet by 
a particular Diſpenſation from his Grandfather, 
he is preferr'd to Manaſſeb. 

Thus the eldeſt Son of each Tribe being diſ- 
engag'd from the more immediate Service at the 
Altar, they have the Soveraignty over their re- 
ſpective Tribes, committed to them and their 
Poſterity, in a lineal and hereditary Deſcent ; 
they are to have the Adminiſtration of the Go- 
vernment of the whole Tribe, and the Privilege 
of going out and coming in before them through- 

out their Generations; for upon no other Ac- 
count could they be called the Princes of the 
* Thouſands of Iſrael in the Wilderneſs, when 
there could be no Honours nor Preferments be- 
ſtow'd upon them, ſave upon Account of the 
Primogeniture, for they had Riches all alike. 
| (whereof Honours and Preferments are the uſual 
Concomitants,) Manna and Quails was their Food, 
and they had no need of Raiment, for that did 

not wax Old all the Forty Years ; and all the 
Neceſſar ies of Life were equally diſtributed among 
them from the firſt to the laſt. 

Moſes having the Civil Government over the 
whole Children of Iſrael committed to him, by a 
ſpecial Commiſſion from God Himſelf, conveys 
the Miſſim (for the Eccleſiaſtical Adminiſtration 
Which he had receiv'd from on High at the Buſh) 
to Aaron, and Conſecrates him and his Sons; for 
though Aaron was a Prieſt call:d of God as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks, yer he did not take this Honour to 
himſelf, but receiv'd it by Unction and the impo- 
ſition of the Hands of Moſes. A moſt pregnant 
Example that the Mii can never be valid, un- 
leis it be either receiv'd from Heaven immedi- 
- ately, or mediacely from thoſe who are Lawfully 

Dy | call d, 
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call'd, and have Power to convey it; and if ſo, 
how ſurpriſing is it that any Man ſhould fo vi- 
gorouſly plead rhe contrary. 

When Moſes was to die, then his Spirit is in a 
formal manner devolv'd upon Foſhuain the Taber- 
nacle. What need of this, if every Perſon that can, 
may aſyire to Authority, without he can come to 
it by lawful Means. Ir ſeem'd neceſſary in this 
Caſe, becauſe the ſupreme Government was not 
committed to Foſhua to be convey'd from him to 
his Poſterity, but his Commiſſion was only Tem- 
porary, to lead the People of 1/raelinto the promiſed 
Land, for the Government of the ſeveral Tribes (as 
T have ſaid above) was to be continued to their 
reſpective Princes. Eleazar upon Ac ron's Death is 
conſecrated, and has the Eccleſiaſtical Admini- F 
tration in a Ceremonial Wax committed to him. 

Thus the Prieftly Office by lineal Deſcent was 
convey'd from Father to Son, which was Unin- 
zerruptedly continued throughout the old Diſpen- 
fation. And the Scriptures afford us pregnant | 
Examples of the Puniſhment of thoſe who uſurp'd 
the Prieſt's Office when not lawfully call'd 
thereto, 

Foſhua before his Death took care to teach the 
Children of 1/rael after what manner they were to 
be govern'd for the future, which was, by thoſe | 
who were in a direct Line deſcended from each | 
of the reſpective Patriarchs of the ſeveral Tribes. 
As you have it Numbers Ch. 2. when the Order | 
of their March and Encampment is declar'd. And | 
Ch. 7. Wien they offered for dedicating the Altar in 
the Day it was Anointed. * In both theſe Places | 
the ſame Perſons are named, and are called the] 
Captains and Princes of each Tribe, They con- 
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ſtituted a College of Princes who were to act in 
concert together, under the Direction of che Al- 
mighty God; whoſe more immediate Will was to 
be known by thoſe lively Oracles the Vim and 
Thummim, which was committed to the High 
Prieſt. 

To theſe were Fifty Eight more added as 
a Council or Sanhedrim, who were to afliſt 
the Twelve Princes, and a& in a ſubordinate 
Degree to them, over ail the Tribes. The Con- 
ſtitution of this Sanbe lrim of Seventy, and the 
Quality of thole who were to be Members of it 
is to be ſeen. Numbers 11. 16. And the Lord ſaid 
unto Moſes, Gather unto me Seventy Men of the El- 
ders of Iſrael whom chou knoweſt co be the Elders 
of the People. The Government of each parti- 
cular Tribe was committed to the Prince as Su- 
preme, and to the chief of each of the Collateral 
Branches, who were called the Heads of the Fa- 
milies, the Elders and chief Officers of the Peo- 
ple ; whence we may obſerve that nothing of 
Election is ſo muchas dreamt of at this Time. For 
the Government of the Children of Iſrael neceſſa- 
rily devolv'd upon thoſe to whom by Birth- right it 
naturally belong'd. And this ſeems to be moſt 
agreeable to the good Will and Pleaſure of Al- 
mighty God; for had it been otherwiſe, he would 
neither have deſired Moſes to gather together the 
Seventy Elders ; nor would he have told him they 
were to be ſuch as he knew to be Elders ; He could 
have poured His Spirit upon whom he pleaſed, 
and made ſuch as he thought fit ſharers of the Spirit 
of Government he formerly had beſtow'd upon 
Moſes ; but He would by no means give way to 
ſuch an irregular and diſorderly Way of Proce- 
dure in Affairs of that Conſequence, which we 
ſee has been too much practis'd in After- ages, but 
of this more hereafter, 8 
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We Read that Iſrael ſerv'd the Lord all the Day: 
of Joſhua, and of the Elders which over- lived Joſhua, 
That is, ſo long as they kept up that Conſtitution 
of Government ſo happily ſettled among them 
by the Almighty Legiſlator. But no ſooner did 
they co whom the Supreme Command belong'd 
begin to ſlacken che Reins of Government, and 
give Conceſſions to the Collateral Branches, who 
would needs pretend to have a ſhare of it ; then 
in a trice did the popular Confuſions begin; And 
in thoſe Days there was no King in Iſrael. Then 
did an impetuous Torrent of Woes, Miſeries, 
Afflictions, Diſtractions and Calamities, flow in 
upon them like a mighty Stream. The true Wor- 
ſhip of God is forſaken, and Idolatry ſer up in 
its Place. Every one does what ſeems good in his own 
Eyes. Micah can ſteal Eleven Hundred Sheckles 
of Silver from his Mother; he can make a molten 
and graven Image of it, and Conſecrate his Son 
for a Prieſt to it. This Image muſt become a 
Snare to the Danites, who carry it away, together 
with a Levite, whom Micah had conſecrated al- 
ſo to be a Prieſt, and by whom they were with- 
drawn from the Solemn Place of God's Worſhip 
at Shiloh. 1 The Men of Gibeab can be Guilty of 
as heinous a Crime as the Sodomites were of 
Old; and this can beget a Civil War, fo far as 
to end almoſt in the utter ruin of a whole Tribe; 
while they rather chuſe to ſheath their Swords 
in one anothers Sides, than to drive out the Cana- 
nites from before them; though expreſly com- 


manded thereto by Almighty God, for which 


they are ſeverely reprov'd at Bechim. 
That this Hiſtory of Micah, Dan the Levite with: 
his Concubine and Benjamin, hap'ned ſhortly af- 
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ter Joſhua's Death, or upon the failing of the Race 
of Elders who lived along with Foſhuz, appears 
1//, That their Government was as yet undiſturb'd 
by any Enemy from without ; and that this feems 
to be che beginning of their Factions and Divi- 
ſions within. 24/y, That they had not yet wholly 
fallen off to Idolatry, we may learnfrom the whole 
Congregation ; their appearing before the Lord 
at Mi(peh it only began to prevail in ſome Corners, 
as here in Micab's Houſe. zah, That Phineas 
was ſtill alive, for there is no Reaſon to think 
that he lived the whole Time of the Judges, as 
a late Writer has it; * or Three Hundred Years, 
as the Geneva Annotators have plac'd it upon the 
Margin of ſome of our Bibles. And 4thly, by 
comparing Feſbua 19. 47. with Fudges 18. 28, 29, 
where the ſame Story of the Tribe of Dan is re- 
peated with this Variation, that it's called Lechem 
in the one Place, and Laiſhh in the other, But 
theſe Chapters are annexed to the latter end of 


the Judges, that the Series of the Hiſtory might 


not be interrupted in the beginning of it. For 
it's not probable,that E}; who is ſaid to have judg- 
ed Iſrael Forty Years, would have uſurp'd the 
Office of the High Prieſthood over the Line of 
Eleazar, (which it's probable he did) while Phi- 
meas Was {till alive. 

Here we may ſee the ſad and diſmal Conſe- 
quences that attend the declining from Monar- 
chy into Anarchy and Democracy. If ever there 
was Force in this Argument, that the People 
ought to have a ſhare in the Government equal 
with the Prince, and that the Power of the 
Prince is deriv'd from the People, it muſt have 
been here. The People of Iſrael were all deſcend- 


* 


* A Modeſt Enquiry into the Preſervative. p. 10. 
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ed of the ſame Stock and Lineage, no Man could 
plead to greater Antiquity than another ; their 
Riches and Inheritance was divided co them oy 
Lot, and equally diſtributed among them. None 
could ptetend that his Neighbour deriv'd his Poſ- 
ſeſſion, Rents and Revenues, from him. No Peiiun 
could have any Claim to Precedency or Prefer- 
ment, ſave that he was the eldeſt Son ct a Family, 
and that he was lincally and directly deſcended 
from his Anceſtors And yet we may fee how 
the Wrath of God fell upon chem for degenera- 
ting from this Form of Government, which He 
was fo carneſt to have kept up; that He com- 
manded the Lineages and Cencalogiss of the 
ſeveral Families to be recorded, that their Right 
to Govern might be becter known, 

For they having broke through this Divine 
Inſitution, this Hedge of Regular Government, 
(by which they were to be preſerv'd from the E- 
nemy from without, and from the crafty Inſinu- 
ations of Factions and turbulent Spirits from 
within,) we ſee what befel them. The Holy 
Spirit laments r::cir pireous Caſe thus, O that my 
Feople had barkncd unto me, and Iiracl bad walked in 
my W435 ; I ſhould have ſubducd their enemits and 
turned my hand againſt their adverſaries. . Abe ha- 
ters of the Lord ſh:uld have ſubmiticd themſelves unto 
him, but their time ſhou'd have eneured for ever, He 
ſhoald bw. fed them alſo with the fineſt of the wheat, 
and with Hen out of the ſtony rock ſhould I have ſa- 
tisſied thee, © 

Nothing is now to he {zen among them but 
ces, Milcries and Atdidcions; a failing off from 
the true Worſhip of God, a defection into Ioo— 
latry. The Cananites are KO more to be diiven 


* Pſalm 81. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
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out from among them, they are to remain to be 
Thorns in their Sides: They are Sold to their 
Neighbours round about; harraſs'd, ryrannis'd and 
inſulted over by thoſe, who if they had conti- 
nued to be peaceably Govern'd by their native 
Superiours, ſhould have been made their Slaves. 
They now Conſult no more the Divine Oracles, 
God is not known in all their Borders, There is 
no fear of God in their hearts, and the way of Peace 
they have net known, * The Incurſions of their Ene- 
mies upon them, and their popular Tumules, 
made The high-ways be unoccupied, the travellers 
walked in by ways. The inhabitants of the willages 
ceas d, they ceaſed in Iſrael, For the diviſions of 
Reaub.n there was great ſearchings of heart. Gilead 
abode beyond Fordin: and why did Dan remain in 
ſhips ? Aſher continued on the ſea ſhore, and abode in 
bis breaches, 7 

Almighty God ever mindful of his People, ftir- 
red up Judges from Time to Time to relieve 
them from the frequent Slaveries into which 
their Sins had brought them, to work Delive- 
rance for them, and to reclaim from the abomi- 
nable Idolatries, to which by the bad Examples 
of their Neighbours they were ſp much inclin'd, 
And at laſt being weaiied with their Cries, af- 
ter they had continued in a miſerable State and 
Condition for the ſpace of Three Hundred Years, 
under a great variety of fortunate and unfortu- 
nate Events, He raiſes up Samuel, that by his 
Mcans He might alter the State of their Govern- 
ment both in Church and State, and ſettle it 
upon a more laſting Foundation. It ſcems the 
Line of I:hamar had uſurp'd the High Prieſts Of- 
fice over the Line of Eleaxar; for which, and 


— . 
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for the abominable Wickedneſs of his Sons, Sa. 
muel is ſent to pronounce final Deſtruction upon 
the Houſe of Eli; for God was ſo Wroth with 
His People at that Time, becauſe of their neglect 
of his Service and Divine Worſhip, that he makes 
them fly before the Face of their Enemies; puts 
the Ark of the Covenant into the Hands of the 
uncircumciſed ; cuts off their Prieſts, and ruins 
their Place of Worſhip at Shiloh which look'd as if 
he had quite forſaken them. 1 

The Children of Vrael diſpirited with ſuch 
a great heap of Diſaſters, looking upon the neigh- 
bouring Nations as happy under a Monarchical 
Government, and being wearied of theſe popu- 
lar Confuſions which had ſo often befallen them, 
become Clamorous, and would not wait God's 
own convenient Time, in which he was to pro- 
vide a meet Perſon to reign over them. The 
defire a King of Samuzl, nay they will have one 
at any Rate, that they might be like other Na- 
tions ; God is diſpleas'd with this ſo mutinous a 
Demand, but He complies wich their Requelſt ; 
and as He did when He gave them the Quails in 
the Wilderneſs, He fent Fleſh to their Teeth, but 
Leaneſs to their Bones. He gave them indeed 
a King but it was in His Anger, He uſhered him 
in with Thunder and Lightning, to ſhew them 
that he is not to be addreſs'd in a cumultuary Way. 
And here I muſt take notice of the Pamphleteer's 
pold Challenge, 
“But ſearch, (ſays he) and {ee whether you 
can poſitively find a plain and expreſs Paſlage 
of Scripture, in which God inſtituted any par- 
ticular Form of Humane Government for any 
Nation in the World, unleſs you will except 
* one, which firſt wilfully and reſolutely choſe 
* it for themſelves; or in which He Commands 
k all Nations to keep firm to that ons Form. 
| | ff -— And 
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& And remember that it ought to be a plain 
* and expreſs Paſſage to found ſuch a Doctrine 
© upon. Page 15. 

Let him ſhew any expreſs Paſſage of Scripture, 
any Practiſe, Precept, Example or Command, in 
all the Holy Scriptures, where the leaſt hint of 
advancing his democratical Ends of Government is 
given. Monarchy is that particular Form of 
Human Government which God has inſticuted 
for one Nation, and by which Pattern all the Na- 
tions elſe in the World were to be ruled. There 
are poſitively found out plain and expreſs Paſſa- 
ges of Scripture for it. And that one Nation did 
not reſolutely chuſe it for themſelves, it was what 
God had before determin'd they ſhould be Go- 
vern'd by ; and therefore He tells them in expreſs 
Terms. When thou art come unto the Land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, and ſhalt poſſeſs it, and 
ſhalt dwell therein, and ſhalt ſay, I will ſet a king 
over me, like as all the nations that are about me : 
Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſer him king over thee whom 
the Lo:d ſhall chuſe, one from among thy brethren ſhalt 
thou ſet king over thee : thou mayeſt not ſet a ſtranger 
over thee, which is not thy Brother. * 

If this is not an expreſs plain Paſſage of Scri- 
pture, there can be none: Almighty God had 
before declard Himſelf King in Jeſhurim, he had 
appointed a particular Place to fix His Name 
there, the Tabernacle in SH; This He made 
His more peculiar earthly Abode, He was Ab- 
ſolute Monarch over Iſrael, and the Princes of 
Twelve Tribes were as Monarchs under Him, 
over ſo many Nations, They were to make up 
the Retinue of His Court, and always wait for 
His expreſs Commands in difficult Caſes, His 
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Will was to be declared to them by the High Prieſts 
and ſubordinate Prieſts, His menial Servants. Let 
me ask the Pamphleteer ; was not this Monarchy 
in its greateſt Extent ? but leaft he thuuld ſay 
it was a Theocracy and not a numan Form 
of Government; che Anſwer is plain. The 
Twelve Princes had each of them a Monarchical 
Government over their reſpective Tribes aſſign'd 
to them. And it was their Defection even from 
this kind of Government that brought all theſe 
Hardſhips upon them. When their great Sove- 
raign ſaw that this Form of Government did not 
pleaſe them, then He prepar'd another for them ; 
but {till chey were to wait for it in His due Time, 
and not prepoſterouſly to piich ic out for them- 
felves. This their irregular Way of Procedure 
was what become their Sin. 

Nor was this Monarchical Government inſti- 
tuted among the I/raclites only, the other Nations 
wiiich proceeded from the Loins of Abrabam en- 
1>y'd this Humane Form of Government alſo ; nor did 
thy wiifully and reſolutely chuſe it for theraſel ves, it 
was what was beſtowed upon them as a temporal 
Blefling by Almighty God. And Avrabim ſaid 
wato God, O that Jae may live before thee. And 
God ſaid, Febold, I hive bleſſed bim; and will make 
b * fruitful, and will multiply him exceeaingly ; 
LZwel ve Pyinces ſhall he beget. We ſee alſo that 
Eſau, Iſaacs eldeſt Son, he was bleſt with the 
Progeny of Twelve Dukes, which were to have 
a Soveraign Authority over their Brethren, and 
were to be linzally laccceded throughout their 
Generations. 7 And let us obſerve the Gentile 
and Heathenith Nations, who had no poſitive 
Law promulgated to them, and were only directed 
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by natural Inſtinct, to know what. kind of Go- 
vernment was moſt proper for the Regulation of 
their Affairs, and we find ic was Monarchy till, 
and hereditary Monarchy too. The Philiſtiues 
had Five Lords, which were ſo many Soveraigns. 
Balak King of Moab is called Balak the Son of 
Zippor, i. e. Succeeded to his Facher Zippor in the 
Kingdom of Moab. * And Hunun Ring of the 
Children of Ammon ſucceeded his Father Nabaſh. 
In a Word, there are ſo many pl:in and opreſs 
Paſſages of Scripture to ſhew that Monarchy is of 
Divine Inſticution, that the Pamphleteer when 
he has better conſider'd on it, muſt needs find he 
has ſtrangely out ſhut him, when he came ſo po- 
ſitively to give ſuch a Chialienge. And re- 
member that it ought to be a plain expreſs Paſſage, &c. 
But I'll defire him to ſhzw me in all the Holy 
Scriptures where the People choſe a Head to 
Rule over them ; where this Choice was approved 
of ; and where ſuch a Choice was not attended 
wich diſmal Conſequences, both to Prince and 
People. 

But to return, there's no doubt but this For- 
ward and Head-ſtrong Way in the Children of 
Iſrael, in demanding a King, was molt offenſive 
to Almighty God ; nor would He be reconcil'd 
to them, till once He had terrified them, and 
made them become fincere and hearty Penitents 
for ſuch an Offence. But this does not imply 
that either their being Deſirous to have a Mo- 
narchical Government was in it ſelf Sinful, or 
that they did chuſe a King for theniſelves in the 
forecited Place. If thou ſhalt ſay I will ſet a King 
over me, tle allows them ro do it. But then, he 


| muſt bein any wiſe whom the Lord ſhail chaſe, There 
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is no Liberty of Choice left to them, nor did 
they pretend to it. They ſaid to Samuel now 
male ws a King; they did not ſay to him, Thou 
art old and thy Sons walk not in thy ways; well 
* have nothing to do with thee nor thy Sons any 
«© more, but we will look out for one among our 
* ſelves, whom we ſhall think fit to Rule over us; 
& and we will chooſe him to be our King, and 
© obey him. No, they ask a King of Samuel, and 
he inquires of the Lord concerning the Thing. 
The Lord grants their Requeſt, but becauſe they 
would not wait the Time He had appointed to 
ſet a King over them, therefore He choſe one 
out of the leaſt Family; of the meaneſt and 
youngeſt of all the Tribes of I/rae/. And God 
was ſo diſpleaſed with their ſo prepoſterous a man- 
ner of ſeeking a King, that altho' He wrought ſe- 
veral Deliverances for them by the Hands of 
their King, yet His whole Reign was ſo Aukward 
and Perverſe, that God was oblig'd at length to 
Make him off; and to make both him and his 
People who had fo immoderately demanded him, 
to fall both together, by the Hands of the uncir- 
cumcis'd Philiſtines, pn the Mountains of Gilboa. 

Sau! being now dead, and David (having been 
ſometime before, by the expreſs Command of 
God anointed by Samuel to be King over [ſ/rael) 
{ucceeds firſt over the Tribe of Judab, and after 
two Years over all the Tribes of 7ſrae/. And 
here it's worthy of Obſervation, that though he 
knew God had rejected Saul, and that himſelf 
was to be King over Jſrael, though he had re- 
ceiv'd all the Diſobligations, and was ſo barba- 
rouſly treated as Man could be (every Circum- 
ſtance being conſidered) by Saul, though he was 
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hutited as a Partridge, and forc'd to fly to the un- 
circumcis'd for ſhelter. (one day I ſhall fall by the 
bands of Saul) Though Saul's Life was Twice 
put in his Hands, yet ſuch was his Regard to his 
Soveraign, that he was angry with his Friend 
when he advis'd him to rid himſelf of his Enemy; 
and told him, Deſtrop hint not, koz who can ſtretch 
fo1th his hand againſt the Lozd's anointed and be 
guilclels.“ And how Exemplary did he Puniſh 
the Amalekite, F and the Eunuchs of Tſhboſheth's 
Court? This ought to be a Terrour to thoſe 
who endeavour any thing againſt their Rightful 
Prince ; when David would neither poſſeſs him- 
ſelf of that Throne which God had given him, 
nor diſpoſſeſs thoſe who enjoy'd ir; becauſe they 
had a Prior Title. But on the contrary, He 
brought to condign Puniſhment thoſe Traitors, 
who to purchaſe his Favour, made his way to 
the Throne through Bloodſhed and Murder, 
Now is God's purpoſe intirely fulfilled ; now 
He found David His Servant, whom with Holy Oil 
be had formerly anointed ; now is the Royal Race 
plac'd in the Family and Lineage of David : And 
now do all the Enemies of 1/rae/ faint, fade away, 
and diſappear, from before the Warlike David. 
Solomon ſucceeding David, they who formerly 
were Enemies to the Children of Iſrael and rul'd 
over them, were now brought under Subjection; 
paid Tribute unto them, and begg'd their Peace. 
Then it was, that the Day ſpring from on High 
came to viſit them, then did all the Clouds of 
Diſorder and Confuſion diſzppear, and the glo- 
rious Sun of Order, Unanimicy and good Go- 
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vernment, began to ſhige in its greateſt Luſtre. 
Then was the Ark of God reſtored ; Then was 


the Worſhip of God celebrated with its uſual So- 


lemnities; Then were the Prieſts and Levites aſ- 
ſign'd to their ſeveral Offices; Then did the Peo- 
ple of God become numerous as the Sand of the 
Sea Shoar ; inſomuch, that it became the greateſt 
of Crimes to offer to Number them ; Then were 
the Garners full, &c. Then were the Oxen ſtrong 
to Labour; &. And then were the People Happy 
that were in ſuch a Caſe ; yea happy was that 
People whoſe God was the Lord, Plalm 44. 12, 
13, 14, 18. 

The Scribler upon this occaſion tells us a pretty 
Tale, that Sclomon {ucceeded David, though there 
were ſeveral Brethren Elder than he; what then? 
Reuben, Simeon and Levi, were Facob's three eldeſt 
Sons, yet Judah is preferr d. Eſau is Facob's el- 
deſt Brother, yet Jacob is loved and Eſau hated. 
Manaſſeb is Epbraims eldeſt Brother, yet the Tribe 
of Ephraim becomes the greater of the ewo. Al- 
though Almighty God has ſhewn us, that accor- 
ding to the Courſe of his Divine Providence e- 
very thing is to ſucceed to another in an orderly, 
regular and decent Manner ; and that if theſe 
Rules be once broken or ſwerv'd from, (as in this 
ſame Cale of che Primogeniture) then we are ready 
to fall into Diſorder and Confuſion ; well fore- 
knowing the Call or Voice of the People would 
one Day be claim d,which would become an inlet to 
vaſt Diturbances, Devaſtations, Miſeries and Woes : 
I ſay, although God has pointed ont Monarchy to 
us as a moit excellent Form of Government; 
and that the belt way to keep up this Monarch 
is, that the eldeſt Son or neareſt of kin ſhould li- 
neally ſucceed ; Yet he has not ſo reſtricted Him- 
ſelf as not to deviate from this Rule, when He 
finds it for His own Glory, and His Peoples 


Welfare, 
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Welfare. But when He does this, He manife{is 
His Will by previous evident Signs and Tokens; 
condeſcending ſo far to frail weak Man, as 
to point out the reaſon why He does ſo. Thus 
Reuben went up to his Father's Couch, he could 
not excel, Simeon and Levi were guilty of a baſe 
Riot and breach of Truce, therefore they were 
to be ſcattered in Jacob, &c. Eſau took two Wifes 
the Daughters of the Land, therefore he could 
have no Portion of the promiſed Land, for the 
Generation which then inhabited it were ac- 
curs'd, and never to be admitted into the Pecu- 
lium of the Church. And in this Caſe Adonijah 
ſeems to have been an aſpiring Man of bad Prin- 
Ciples, one who would ſtick at nothing to ſerve 
his own Intereft ; he would needs poſſeſs himſelf 
of his Father's Throne wichout his Father's leave, 
and his Father yet alive : He coveted his Father's 
Concubine, on purpoſe to create an Eſteem of 
himſelf in the Eyes of the People ; thinking 
thereby one Day to aſpire to the Throne, though 
he knew that all this was againſt the expreſs Com- 
mand of God. For he tells Bathſh+ba when mak- 
ing his Sute to her for Abiſhag, that he knew the 
Kingdom belong'd to Solomon, for it was his from 
the Lord. But Solomen was too Wile to be catcht 
by his Cunning ; for when he underitood by 
his Mother what was Adonijab's Requeſt, he an- 
ſwered, and why not ask for bim the Kingdom 
alſo, for he is my eldeſt Brother ; plainly import- 
ing, that the Right of Inheritance belong'd to 
his Brother, though God had determin'd it o- 
therwiſe ; and will the Scribler ſhew this as an 
Example why collateral Lines ſhouid ſucceed ? 

The Pamphleteer upon this Occaſion makes a 
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great deal of ſtir about Solomon depriving Abia- 
t har of the Prieſthood ; but he may let that alone, 
it will do him no Service. He may as well ſay, 
that Solomon ought not to have executed God's 
Judgments, formerly denounc'd againſt the Houſe 
of Eli; or that no Biſhop in England has the 
Power of dedicating Churches, that being the 
Soveraigns Privilege and Prerogative ; an Office 
he's oblig'd to perform by himſelf and not ano- 
ther : For Solomon himſelf dedicated the Temple ; 
but Solomon as one inſpired by God, could do that 
which can' never be an Example to any other 
Prince, nor Laick Power. But after all what was 
it he did? He bid him go home to Anatboth, the 
Inheritance of his Fathers and there reſide ; but 
nevertheleſs he continued to be a Prieft all his 
Life; for in the Catalogue of Solomon's Houſhold 
afterwards, it expreſly ſaid that Zadoc and Abia- 
thar were Prieſts. 

That Form of Government hitherto practis'd 
throughout the World, at leaſt by all Kingdoms 


and Nations made mention of in the Series of the 


Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, with whom the 
Children of 7/-acl had any Correſpondence or 
Concern. That Government pointed out by na- 
tural Inſtinct, to be moſt agreeable to the Will 
of God before the poſitive Law was promulgated. 
That Government, the Excellency whereof was 
{o far obſerved by the Iſraelites, that it created an 
immoderate Deſire of it, which in the Sight of 
God became a Sin, for which He thought fit ſe- 
verely to Puniſh them and their Ring. And that 
very Government foretold them by Mafes that they 
were to have, is now by God's Appointment, and 
according to His own Mind, ſettied in the Houfe 
and Lineage of David to ſucceed throughout all 
Generations. 
Accordingly Reboboam ſucceeds his Father, and 
now 


E 2 

now it is that the Pamphleteer's Ends of Govern- 
ment he ſo earneſtly contends for (though never 
dreamt nor heard off before in the World) begins 
to take Place. The whole Twelve Tribes had 
now extended their Limits to the utmoſt, accor- 
ding to the Promiſe Almighty God had made to 
Abraham, They increas'd fo in their Numbers 
that they were innumerable; never did ſuch 
a Multitude of People inhabit ſo ſmall Bounds ; 
never was ſo much Riches, ſo much Plenty, and 
ſo many Temporal Bleflings heap'd upon a Peo- 
ple all at once. But what then, They have 
ve been for too great a length of Time under Sub- 
jection to a Race of Princes as the Preſervative 
*© has it. p. 15. Feſhurim waxed Fat and kick'd. 
The happy Times they enjoy d under Solomon 
would not ſerve them, they muſt needs complain 
though the Silver was as Stones, and the Cedar 
Trees like Sycamore Trees at Jeruſalem ; and pro- 
portionally throughout all the promiſed Land. 

That Race of Princes which God had ſo hap- 
pily ſetled among them muſt be continued no 
longer, unleſs upon the Peoples Terms; they 
propoſe precarious Ends of Government Which the 
Prince muſt ſerve, otherwiſe he mult be none of 
theirs. They complain of Grievances when there 
was none, of Burthens when they were perfectly 
eaſy, and of Miſery when never a People lived 
more happily than themſelves did under Solomon, 
Nothing would ſatisſy this giddy-headed People, 
Drunk with Plenty, and overcharg'd with Luxu- 
ry. They would gladly arrive at a greater pitch 
of Happineſs but they knew not how ; ſomething 
Was w2nting to them but they knew not what. 
A changeable People they were, that wou'd not 
be content with the Rules of Government pre- 
icrib'd to them by ſo wiſe a Prince; nor with 
that Family God had appointed to Rule over 
= F 5 them; 
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them; neither with thoſe Dictates and Precepts 


of Religion delivered to their Fore-fathers, from 
the Mouth of God Himſelf ; and to the ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance whereof they were daily admoniſhed by 
His Priefts truly ſerving Him. 

None of theſe can have any Weight with them, 
their own Ends of Government muſt be ſerv'd, they 
muſt go to the Son, and complain of the imagi- 
nary Hardſhips they had undergone from his Fa- 
ther they muſt put him under ſuch Reſtrictions and 
Limitations as if he fail to obſerve them, ſhall be 
a plauſible pretext for Rebellion, and for turning 
off their former Ruler. Reboboam had neither the 
Cunning nor the Policy of his Father to ſmooth 
them with a ſoft Anſwer; nor the Prudence 
to continue thoſe Miniſters of State, with whom 
his Father was wont to conſult in all weighty 
Matters ; for as the Proverb ſays, new Lords new 
Laws, So he being a young Man muft have 
young Miniſters, ſuitable to his own Temper, 
and reje& thoſe wiſe Admonitions given him by 
fuch as his Father had intruſted, and ſuch as beſt 
knew the Humours and Inclinations of that un- 
ſtable and fhckle People. The firſt Step he took in 
taking Time to conſider further of their Demands 
was Right, and had he ſeriouſly conſidered of the 
Matter, things might have ſucceeded better with 
him : But perhaps he ſaw their factious and ſedi- 
tious Spirit was riſen to that heighth, that whar- 


ever he ſhould yield to them would but increaſe 


their Deſires, and incourage them to complain of 
more Grievances, whereby their Diſcontents would 
be ſo far advanc'd as to break out into an open 


| Rupture ; as what Lengths will not the turbu— 


lent Minds of ſeditious Spirits come, when once 
they have thrown off the Reins of Duty, Obedi- 
ence and Allegiance, to attain to their Chimerical 
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of their Prince and themſelves, and expoſe every 
thing, whether Sacred or Prophane, to Contume- 
ly and Reproach. Theſe their exorbitant Re- 
queſts, therefore, not being granted, that Race 
of Princes God had ſet over them muſt be ſet aſide ; 
and then they cry'd out aloud with a glorious 
HUZZAH, We bave no Inheritance in David, nor 
any Portion in the Son of Jeſle ; every one to thy Tents 
O Iſrael. 

But what is the Conſequence, do they ebtain 
their Deſires ? Is their Spiritual and Temporal 
Eſtate and Condition rendred any better 2 Do 
they live more happily under the ungrateful Fe- 
roboam, to whom they had given their popular 
Call, than they did under the Conduct of the 
wile Solomon, let over them by God's Appoint- 
ment ? Do they now enjoy more Peace and Plen- 
ty? Does he redreſs the Grievances they com- 
plain'd of in Solomon's Time? Does he eaſe their 


Burthens and remove their Taxes ? Does he Go- 


vern them with more Mildneſs and Smoothneſs 
than Solomon did? I ſuſpect not. They have now 
renounc'd their Allegiance, they muſt maintain 
their Revolt. Their pruning Hooks we formerly 


eaten into Plough Shares; he that bath not a Sword 


muſt mow ſell his Coat and buy one. That plenty of 
Silver they had as Stones in the Street, and that Gold 


which abounded among them as Silver, muſt now be 


imployed in preparing Materials for War, levy- 
ing of Soldiers, maintenance of Armies, and all 
Hands muſt be fer to Work to defend themſelves 
againſt their Native Soveraign. 

Their new King obſerving how unſtable they 
gad been towards their former Piince, notwith- 
ſtanding the Bleſſings they enjoy'd under him, 
muſt fall upon new Methods whereby to keep 
tem under Awe and Subjection: He mult keep 


them 
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them flirring and in Exerciſe, and not fuffer 


them to linger at home, to contrive and hatch 


new Miſchief, if they ſhould chance to diſlike his 
Government, | 

He muſt ſtill keep up the decorum of that Reli- 
gion in which they were educated ; but his great- 
eft Difficulty is how to manage that. He muſt 
not ſuffer them to go up to Feruſalem, the Place 
of Worſhip appointed them. That Temple 
which God had Choſen to put his Name in, 
muſt be no more the Place of their Reſort, leaſt 
the glaring Luſtre of its Glory dazle their Eyes, 
and the Decency and Decorum of the religious 
Exerciſes perform'd there, attract their Minds, 
and withdraw their Affections from him; leaſt 
they ſhould return to their Duty to God, their 
| Allegiance to their Prince, and their brotherly 
Love towards their formerly fellow Subjects; and 
leaſt upon ſecond Thoughts they ſhould be a- 
ſham'd of their unſteady Temper and bad Choice, 
and the Perſwaſions of their Brethren ſhould pre- 
vail with them to return to the Rock from whence 
they were hewen, and (look into the Pit out of 
which they were digged; and laſt of all, leaſt 
the Prieſts at Jeruſalem, whoſe particular Pro- 
vince it was to perſwade them to a firm adhe- 
rence to the Dictates of Religion, ſhould up- 
braid them with their Infidelity and Diſobedi- 
ence. Their new created King muſt now think 
of ſome political Meaſures to divert them from 
thinking upon their Miſcarriages, or of retrieving 
their former State or Condition. And ſince Re- 
ligion is generally the pretence of keeping up the 
Minds of the People in their Duty ; their former 
Liſtance from the Place of publick Worſhip mull 
be made an Excuſe, and new Places of Worſhip 


mult be erected, whereto thev may the mor? i 
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eonveniently Reſort. He knew their Inclinations 
to Idolatry, their Fondneſs to Worſhip God un- 
der the Form of ſome Repreſentation. There- 
fore Dan and Bethel, the oppoſite Confines of his 
new acquired Kingdom are pitch'd upon, as the 
fitteſt Places for ſetting up his Golden Calves. 
For their King himſelf, he had been educated in 
Egypt during his Exile : (a political People, who 
were rather inclin'd ro make their Religion ſub- 
ſervient to them, than to be governed by their 
Religion,) He reſolving to frame his Religion 
ſuitable to his Intereſt, does what he can to eſta- 
bliſh his Kingdom upon human Politicks, with- 
out any Regard to the Service of God. 

Behold now what becomes of this People thus 
fond of their imaginary Ends of Government ; 
their Prince ſubverts them, they who were dil- 
obedient to their native Prince are forc'd to be- 
come ſubje& to a Stranger, with the Peril of 
falling from the Exerciſe of that Holy Religion 
which was delivered by God himfelf, with this 


great Promiſe of Reward, This do and ye ſhall live, 


But ſtill he was not ſure of their hearty Comply - 
ance with this new modell'd Form of Worſhip, 
nor of their Fidelity toward him, ſo long as there 
was a Prieſlt taught in the true Worſhip of God re- 
maining within his Dominions. Therefore they 
are to be diſcourag'd, dilpers'd, and depriv'd of 
their Livings ; thruſt out of the Inheritance al- 
lotted to them by Moſes and Jeſhua, and Baniſh'd ! 
Their Places are to be fill'd up by ſo many Syco- 
phants depending upon his new fram'd Court, 
and pretending to a ſeeming Sanctity: Their 
Birch, their Extract, the Inveſtiture into their 
Order of Prieſthood in the manner preſcrib'd by 
God himſclf, is not confidered. Such as were of 4 
ſervile Race and had crept into the Favour of 


| Feroboam while he was a Servant, theſe muſt be 


pſe- 
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preferr'd. And be made an houſe of hiph plates, and 
made prieſts of the loweſt of the People which were not 
of the Sons of Levi. 1 Kings 12. 32. 

Be they what they will, if they can but perſwade 
the People to give Obedience and pay Allegiance 
to him as their native Soveraign, they are fit 
for his Purpoſe. Thus did Feroboam go upon all 
the Political Methods that his human and earthly 
diſpos'd Mind could ſuggeſt to him, to ſecure 
himſelf upcn his lately acquired Throne, and 
keep him in Poſſeſſion of his newly purchas'd 
Kingdom. But ſee how he is diſappointed ; and 
ſo will all they tothe Worlds End be, who take un- 
I2awful Methods to advance their own Intereſt. 
He neglects that God who had exalted him, and had 
done ſo great things for him, He rents and di- 
vides his Church, He withdraws his People from 
that folemn Place of Worſhip wherein God had pur 
his Name, and in which he had promiſed to vouch- 
{ite his more immediate Preſence. This becomes 
Feroboam's Sin; this is the Ax which was laid to the 
Roct of the Tree of his own Family to cut it off: 
This becomes the bane and ruin of his People. 
They are firſt impoveriſhed by Taxes and heavy 


Burthens; by the expenſive Charge of frequent 


Wars, which they are oblig'd to maintain, in de- 
fending themſelves againſt their Brethren ; and 
what a ſad thing it is, when Schiſm, Faction and 
Diviſion, is ſet up and encourag'd in God's 
Church and among his People? When Altar is 
ſet up againſt Altar, then nothing is to be heard 
of bur Murmurings in the Streets; nothing but 
Hears and Animoſities ; nothing but Poverty, 
Milery, Lamentations and Woes. Inſtead of going 
Hand in Hand to promote one anothers Intereſt 
and Welfare, nothing to be heard of but the 
actings of molt bloody and inhuman Tragedies, 
cveiy one ſheathing his Sword in his Neighbours 

O 
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or Brothers Side. Theſe populous Ten Tribes 
who not long ſince were Numberleſs ; whoſe 
Riches and vaſt abundance of all Things were 
paſt Expreſſion; whoſe Eaſe, Peace and Quiet, 
was ſuch, as muſt have rendred them the hap - 
pieſt People in the World. Yet no ſooner do 
they turn out of the right Road ; no ſooner do 
they forſake the Houſe and Lineage of David; 
no ſooner do they deſert the Temple of God, 
and ſet np ſeparate high Places ; no ſooner do 
they deſpiſe thoſe Prieſts who were lawfully Or- 
dain'd, and choſe new Prieſts to themſelves, 
none of the Tribe of Levi, but the ſpurious Off- 
ſpring of the loweſt of the People; Than from a 
huge prodigious Body; from a vaſt Multitude of 
People, they do decay and decreaſe by degrees, till 
they are dwindled into nothing. Then all the 
Curſes formerly pronounc'd upon Mount FEba!, are 
fulfiil'd upon them, and purfue them until they 
Periſh off the good Land wherein God had plac'd 
them. Their Numbers decreaſe ; their Strength, 
their Riches, are firſt exhauſted in defending 
themſelves and deſtroying theic Brethren : They 
next fall foul of one another by Civil Wars and 
frequent Ulurpations. The Enemy from abroad 
on all Hands oppreſſes them, brings them under 
Subjection, and makes them Tributary. How 
great were the Devaſtations made by Hax zel? And 
how ſudden was the Deſtruction of the Houſe of 
Ahab by Febu? And what is the end of this once 
happy now miſerable People? Final Deſteuction. 
They are at length reduc'd to an Handful ; that 
Handful is carried into Captivity; they are pluck'd 
up from that good Land God gave them to p 
ſeſs, and carried into a ſtrange Land, never afcer- 
wards to return any more. 

This is the firſt Example in all the Holy Wrt- 


tings of 4 Race of Princes ſet aſide, that the po- 
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Hrael rebelled againſt the houſe of David to this day, 
And it came to paſs when Iſrael heard that Feroboam 
was come again, that they ſent and called bim into 
the congregation, and made him King over all Iſrael, 
1 Kings 12. 19, And ſee how it afterwards fared 
with them for their Rebellion; Gcd by the Hands 
of Samuel, firſt appoints Saul to be King over 
Vrael, and then David; for it was God that gave 
them theſe two Kings, they did neither chuſe nor 
make them Kings; but here the C ongregation of 
Iſrael made Feroboam King. If it be objected 
1 Kings 21.29. That God hag appointed him to be 
King by the Prophet Abijab, it is anſwered, that 
the Prophet only foretold he was to be King, 
but did not appoint him, For whomſoever God 
had appointed to be King or Prieſt in the Old 
Teſtament, the Holy Oil was always made uſe 
of to anoint them. A further Proof that none 
ought to preſume to take upon him the Orders of 
Pricſthood, or aſpire to the Throne of a King, 
but ſuch as are immediately or mediately call'd 
by Him in a regular Way to theſe Great and 
Holy Functions. Thus we ſee Febu was anointed, 

and H. 2,44 Was anointed. Bur Teroboam the firſt 
Leader of the Revolt and Rebellion of the Chil- 
dren of Tract, and the firſt Ulurper that fat upon 
a Throne; judging that People, (who was nor of 
the Houſe and Lineage of David,) was not anoint- 
ed; and therefore God ſaid, They ſer up Kings, 
but not by me, and Prophets whom I have not 
appointed. 

The Pampbleteer then errs epregiouſly, when 
he ſays the Children of Vac! choſe any kind of 
Government for themſelves; for ic was by God's 
ſpecial Command that they were bleſt with a 
Kingly or Monarchical Government; and it was 
irom him they firſt receiv'd a Ring. | Ferchoam is 
e e | the 
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the firſt whom the Congregation is ſaid to have 

made King. bt 
Nay, I appeal to the Pamphleteer himſelf, whe- 
ther he can ſhew me the leaſt Precedent in all the 
Scriptures, that ever a Race of Princes was ſet 
alide ; that thoſe Ends of Government he pro- 
poſes might be ſerv'd, and that the ſerving of the 
Ends of Government after ſuch a manner was ap- 
proved of. In prophane Hiſtory there has ſuch 
vaſt Inconveniencies happened upon the Endea- 
vours that have been made to ſerve theſe Ends of 
Government, as plainly prove this Opinion to be 
Groundleſs and Unſupportable by any kind of 
reaſoning. Let him conſider the diſmantling of 
the Roman Empire, and diſmembring of che 
Kingdom of Lombardy, when the Pope and petty 
Princes of ah divided the Spoil ; what a vatt 
Havock and Devaſtation of People it occaſioned, 
before they could procure their deſign'd Ends of 
Government to be ſerv d. Let him conſider the 
Republick of Holland, and ſee, however plauſible 
their Pretexts for a revolt from the Spaniards may 
be, what a vaſt many Lives, and what a quantity of 
Blood and Treaſure it coſt them; how low they 
were brought when the French King and Queen 
Elizabeth had Pity on and aſſiſted them! How 
they were forc'd to bring their Government as 
near to Monarchical, as is that of making an He- 
reditary Statholder) what were the Confuſions, 
6 how great the Incurſions and Inroads the French 
; King made upon them ? Was not their State like 
to have been ſhaken all to Pieces, till they were 
forc'd to reſtore the Station of Statholder again? 
f And what were the Troubles this Kingdom of 
5 England ſuffered (not to mention former Uſurpa- 
1 tions) during the Fourſcore Years Conteſts be- 
twixt the Houſes of Lancaſter and York? And are 
the Woes, Miſeties, Afflictions, * | 
| on- 
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Confuſions ? Are the Burthens, Taxes, Impofi- 
tions, Decimations and Forfeitures? The Im- 
priſonments, Baniſnments, Tranſportations ? The 
Whip, Pillory and Gibet 2 The Decapitations, 
Murder and Bloodſhed, of various kinds, in Skir- 
miſhes, Fights, Battles at Sea and Land? When 
every one was ready to run his Sword into his 
Neighbours or Brothers Heart? Are the factious 
Diviſions, the various Revolutions and Devolu- 
tions, turnings and turmoilings, Alterations and 
Changes in State Affairs? The ſeveral Sectaries 
that fprung up, which turn'd out and quite ruin'd 
the Church in thoſe {ad and doleful Days, and the 
impending Ruin of the State, which began in 
Anno 1637. when the old Women threw the three 
Footed Stool in the high Church of Edinborough at 
the Biſhops Head? Uſhered in the DCethroning 
and Murder of that Glorious Martyr of Bleſſed 
Memory King Charles I. continued by various 
Forms and Proteus like Shapes of Government, 
till Anno 1660. that it pleas'd God to reſtore King 
Charles IE. of Glorious Memory to the Throne of 
his Anceſtors, and Monarchy to its ancient Luſtre? 
1 fay, are all theſe Things quite forgotten, and out 
of the Pamphleteer's Mind,that he would have fuch 
doings again, and contend for ſuch Ends of Go- 
wernment, as never yet began without a vaſt deal 
of Diſorder and Confuſion, however they might 
End; and Hiſtory does not afford many Inſtances 
where their Event has been very Happy. | 
But to return from this Digreſſion, God being 
minciul of his Promiſe to David, continues the 
Civil Government over the two Loyal Tribes, 
and ſuch as continued in their Duty and Allegi- 
ance to his Poſterity, till they alſo. rendered 
themſelves unworthy of his Mercy. So that their 
King allo muſt have that dreadiul Sentence pro- 
ncuncd againſt him, and thou priphane wicked 
Prince, 


Aaron, and Poſterit 
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Prince, & c. And he, together with his People, 
muſt go into Captivity. But though the Kingly 
Government, becauſe they were become unwor- 
thy of ſo great a Benefit, muſt ceaſe ; yet they 
ſtill continued the chief Care and Management 
of the Secular Government, in the neareſt of 
Blood to the Royal Family. Zerobabel the Prince 
of Judah (of whom alſo our Bleſſed Saviour ac- 
cording to the Fleſh is deſcended) is he that leads 
the Captivity of Fadab again to their own Land. 
After which, that the Prediction of Jacob might 
be accompliſh'd, that the Scepter ſhould not de- 
part from Judah, nor the Law-giver from be- 
teen bis Feet, till Shiloh ſhould come. There- 
fore the Tribe of Levi, the Law-giver appointed 
by God, muſt take up the chief Management of 
Affairs, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, which con- 
tinued in the High Prieſts, until Chrift the Meſ- 
fiah came to Redeem His People, and to declare 
the wonderful Works of Salvation to Mankind: 
For when Herod an Idumean by Birth, and not of 
the Off ſpring of Jacob, was declared King of 
the Fews, then our Saviour came into the World. 
IJ am not Ignorant that there were feveral 
Broils, Diſſentions, Animoſities and Commotions, 
which happened upon the Succeſſion of Prieſts to 
the Pontificate : But the lineal Succeſſion {ill 
continued in the Tribe of Levi, the Houſe of 
of Phinehas, One of the 
molt memorable Diſſentions among them was 
that of Manz//es Brother to Faddus the High Prieſt, 


who married Sanballat, Governour of Samaria's, 


Daughter Nicaſa : Upon which the Elders of 7e- 


ruſalem, together with the High Prieſt and Peo- 
ple. being moved with Indignation, would nor 
ſuffer Manaſſes to offic ace at the Altar; where- 
upon he went to Sanballat his Father in Law, 
wich a Profeſſion of th: Love he had for his 


Daughter 
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Daughter. but at the ſame Time he could not 
ſubmit to looſe his Prieſthood and Honours an- 
nex'd to his Family, and the higheſt of all others 
in Eſteem among the Fews for the ſake of a Wife, 
though never ſo Excellent; (for the Church 
had as great a regard to the lineal and uninter- 
rupted Succeſſion of the Prieſthood in the old 
Diſpenſation, which the Pamphleteer fo ſtrenu- 
ouſly contends againſt, as in the New,) Upon 
which Sanballat, rather than loſe the Honour of 
having a Prieſt to be his Son in Law, promiſes 
to build a Temple upon Mount Gerizim that 
ſhould overlook Samariah, not inferiour to that 
at Feruſalem ; which he actually did, and a nu- 
merous Congregation of Prieſts and Iſraelites that 
hampered in foreign Marriages reſorted to it; 
together with all thoſe whom their Intereſt, as 
being in hopes of Preferment among Strangers, 
led thither, or who for their vicious Lives had 
been excommunicated from the Worſhip of God 
at Feruſalem. Obſerve again what the Conſe- 
quence is of looſing a juſt and due Regard to the 
Unity of the true Church; and what fort of Peo- 
ple theſe are who are poſleſs'd with Latitudinarian 
Principles, when, the Samaritans or Sichemites ſuch 
as are of Manaſſes Congregation, the Schiſmaticks 
who would not, or could not, (becauſe of their 
bad Lives and Converſations) repair to the pub- 
lick Worſhip at Feru/alem,when they find the Je 
in a proſperous >tate, and that Immunities and 
Privileges are granted to them by Alexander: Then 
they are Brethren to the Fews, their Allies, &c. 
and petition for the ſame Advantages. But when 
Antiocbus Epipbanes invades Judea, ranſacks Feru- 
ſalem, defiles the Temple, and reduces the Fes 
to a moſt miſerable and deſpicable Condition: 
Then the Samaritans deny their Intereſt in, 
and Relation to them, call chemlelves Sibbe; 


and 
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came firſt to be broach'd, and how it came to be 
made uſe of as an Aſylum by the firſt Reſor— 
mers at Geneva and Switzerland, to ſave them- 
ſelves from the Dint of the Popiſh Arguments, 
aſſerting the Validity of the Church of Rome, 
upon the account of the uninterrupted Succeſſion 
of Biſhops in that See from the Apoſtles Days. 
But that thoſe who fo earneſtly contended for a 
Parity among the Paſtors of the Church, were 
glad to quit that Topick for ſear of being born 
down by their Adverſaries the Independents ; 
and although moſt of the Presbyterians in Scotland 
have of late Times again aſſerted the validi:y of a 
Church, notwithſtanding an interruption ; yet 
that was molt vigorouſly denied by all the Preſ- 
byterians, about the Time of the ſitting of the 
Aſſembly at Meſtminſter, as appears by their pub- 
lick Writings, where they put this Query. 

Eecleſiaſtical Power b:ing originally in Chriſt, how 
ſhall any Part of it be delivered from Chriſt to Man, 
but by ſome fit intervening Medium or mean of Convey- 
ance betwixt Chriſt and Man; and what Medium or 
mean of Conveyance can ſuſſice if it do not amount to an 
Authentick Grant or Commiſſiin for ſuch Power, 

* This was objeRed againſt them in an{wer to 
© the firit Edition cf their Book, that by their 
« Principles an uninterrupted Succeſſion of or- 
% dained Perſons was neceſſary, which Succel- 
« ſion they could not pretend to unleſs they 
& would jullify the Antichriitian Ordinations of 
© the Church of Rowe. 
“ They in Anſwer to it in the Appendix to 
their Second Edition plaialy aſſert theſe two 
« Propoſitions. iſt, That the Nekozmation 2s 
begun before the Council of Treat, and till the Conn- 
eil of Trent, the Church of Rome was not ſo corrupted 
as that her Ordinations were null. The Church of 
Rome could as validly Gs as Baptize, and who 
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ever did queſtion the Validity of her Baptiſm. 2dly, 
The Engliſh Clergy bad not their Ordinations from 
Rome, Chriſ{izmuy was v-ry early (Anno 63. or 64.) 
in Britain, awd Church Officers were then ordain d, 
and Succeſſion of valid Ordination was always unin= 
terruptedly continued. 

© They wrote alſo another Treatiſe, * where- 
& in they declare, They think it no Diſparagement 10 
ber Miniſtry to (ay they receiv'd it from Chriſt and 
bis Apoſtles, and from the Primitive Church; through 
be impure and corrupt Channels of the Church of Rome. 
p. 44. and p. 45. they write thus. The receiving 
the Owination from Chriſt and His Apoſtles and the 
Pumitive Church, and ſo all along through the Apo- 
[fate Church of Rome, is fo far from nulliffing our 
Miniſtry or diſparaging of it, that it is a great ſtrength- 
ring of it; when it ſhall appear to all the World that 
eur Miniſtry is derived from Chriſt and His Apoſtles, 
oy the Succeſſin of a Miniſtry continued in the Church 
for above 1609 Years, and that we bave a Lineal 
Succeſſion from the A poſt les. 

Thus far theſe great Champions for the Preſ- 
byterian Tatereit, thus far have they delivered 
tlieir Opinion of the Conſtitution of a Church; 
and much more of this Nature could be producd 
from the above-nam'd Treatiſes, from which 
theſe and ſeveral other Citations to this Purpoſe 
were collected by the aforcnam'd ingenious Au— 
thor for a Toleration ; wherein he ſhews ir to be 
certain, © that the Presbycerian Fathers all Britain 
* cover, from Anno 1640. to 1660, would have 
, condemn'd the no Neccflity of Ordination or 
** uninterrupted Succeſſion, as you may ſec in 
Letter 5. \ 46. p. 241. 


* Jus Divinum Regiminis Ecelefiaſtici. The Divine Right 
of the" Miniſtry of England authoriſed by the Provincial Aſſem- 


Thus 
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Thus he makes the Neceſſity of Ordination 
and uninterrupted Succeflion Reciprocal, There- 
fore ſince the Pamphleteer has contended, that 
there never was an uninterrupted Snceſſim kept up in 
Fact, and that there is no Neceſſity for its being 
kept up as you ſee he aſſerts with the greateſt 
Earneſtneſs: He muſt likewiſe contend that there 
i5 no Neceflity for Ordination, which howevec 
becoming a common Pamphleteer would be moſt 
unworthy of a Biſhop. 

now come to the further Examination of 
this Pamphleteer's Principles, which 1 jhall do by 
comparing them wich thoſe of the greaceſt He- 
reticks and Schiſmaricks of the Primitive Times, 
and with the moſt famous Schiſmaticks of theſe 
later Times. 


To begin with the Arians: They ſometimes 


on their Orthodox Belief of the Holy Trinity, 
as appears by Arizs and Euoxius his fellow He- 
retick. Their Letter to Conſtantine -—--- If we do 
not believe thus theſe things, and (if we do not) truly 
admit of the Father, the Son and the Holy Gboſt, after 


ſucbh a manner as the whole Catholick Church and the 
Scriptures do teach, God is our Fudge now and in the 


Fudgment to come, 225 
How far do they exceed the Pamphleteer? Who 
does not in the leaſt inſinuate his Belief of the 
Holy Ghoſt, or fo much as name Him in all the 
Preſervative, but as it were induſtriouſly ſhuns the 
doing of it in Places moſt requiſite, as in . 67, 
And for that of a Catholick Church he never has 
the Expreſſion ſave once, when he's making uſe 
of thoſe he calls his Adverſaries (the N-1qurms) 
Language. And is not to diſ-believe the Trinity, 
% have a Diſeſteem of the Catholick Religion 
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and to render the Powers and Privileges of the 
Church deſpicable, to be worſe than an Arian. 
He'll rather be any thing than a Papilt, and what 
is it that diſobliges him ſo much art the Papilts ? 
Why 2 Becauſe as I have formerly obſerv'd, Irs 4 
Religion muſt At univerſally the ſame way, and 
quite dilcourages a variety of Tempers and Prin- 
ciples : Well faid, variety of Tempers or Principles! 
thac's your Dagon, your Darling; and Union and 
Communion is what you mortally hate. 
The Novations were a People who believed in 
the Hombiiſian Creed: They deriv'd their Miſſion 
from the Apoſtles, The Biſhops who conſecrated 
Novatus were Orthodox in their Belief, and had 
what they did been done in a regular Way, his 
Conſecration had been valid, and had there been no 
Necciiity of Union in the Church, the Primitive 
Fathers were much to blame for being ſo hard 
upon them, but the great Conſtantine was ſo ſenſi- 
ble of the Neceflity of this Union, that he ſent for 
one Aceſius a Novatian Biſhop to perſwade him 
to Subſcribe to the Nicene Canons about the 
Creed and Obſervation of Ezfter, He anſwered 
thele Two were no new Things to him, he be- 
liev'd and had receiv'd them from the Apoſtles 
Times: Why then (ſays the good Emperour) do 
you break the Communion of the Church ? Be- 
cauſe replies the other, I have been taught, that 
if once a Perſon be guilty of that which the Scri- 
ptures call a mortal din after Baptiſm, he cannot 
be receiv d into the Participation of the Holy 
NMyfteries; he may indeed be exhorted to Repen- 
tance, but ought not to entertain any Hopes of 
Remiftion from the Priefts but from God, who 
only is able, and has Power to forgive Sins. To 
which the Emperour reply'd, O Aceſius, ſet you a 
Ladder up to Heaven, and do you alone climb up to it. 
If ſuch a Ladder could have been ſet up, I 1 
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have advis d the Pamphleteer to endeavour to pro- 


cure it; for he very much Symbolizes with this 


Aceſins in theſe Hetrodox Opinions. 

The Presbyterians hate this variety of Tempers 
as much as any, they uſe great Endeavours to 
keep up Union and Communion among them- 
ſelves ; their Terms of Communion are very high, 
and thoſe they aſſume muſt give evident Signs of 
a full Convi&ion of their Principles, before they 
can be admitted to partake of their Church Pri- 
vileges ; they extol its Powers, zealouſly aſſert 
its Independency ; their Penance, Excommuni- 
cation, greater and leſſer are duly obſerv'd ; and 
although they only pretend to pronounce a de- 
clarative Abſolution, yet they will not pronounce 
ic but upon ſigns of Repentance ; nor do they 
admit any Delinquent into Communion, till the 
Miniſter of the Pariſh he belongs to certify by a 
Writ, that ſuch an one has ſatisfied the Church. 
Whether they exceed the Pamphleteer in Princt- 
ple I leave the Reader to judge. | 

So that if this be the beſt Preſervative the Pam- 
phleteer has to offer whereby to preſerve his Laicks 
from being tainted with the Principles and Practi- 
ſes of the Nonjurors; God preſerve me and all 
good Laicks from it: For he muſt be firſt deſti- 
ture of all true Notions of an Orthodox Princi- 
ple, whether in Church or State: He muſt be 2a 
Laick of a narrow Sence and ſhallow Wit, but then 
he muſt have a very wide Conſcience, capable to 
entertain any Notion, (provided it ſute with his 
Intereſt,) who will be led into ſuch a Snare or 
catch'd by ſuch a Gin. 

But let us further enquire into the Scriblers Be- 
haviour : He ſays Queen Elizabeth, by virtue of an 
Act of Parliament, nominated a Commiſſion to 
turn out all thoſe Eccleſiaſtick Perſons who would 
not take the Oath of Supremacy to her, , 

nh 
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In anſwer to this ; I would firſt defire him to 
ſhew us, that their refuſing to take the Oath of 
Supremacy, was not a Conſequence of their own- 
ing the Uſurpation of the Biſhop of Rome, and the 
other Corruptions of that Church: If it was, I 
would ask him, whether any Perſons maintaining 
the Heretical Doctrines of that Communion, in 
oppoſition to the Catholick Church of all Ages? 
And whether the Reform'd Governours and Mem- 
bers of the then Church of England, could have any 
Spiritual Right to the Sees they then poſſefs'd ? If 
it cannot be proved that they had any Spiritual 
Right to the Sees they poſteſs'd ; then I ask him 
Thirdly, whether the Secular Power aſſiſting the 
Church, and forcibly driving away ſuch Heretical 
Biſhops from the Local Poe of their unjuſtly 
retain'd Biſhopricks, (as in the Caſe of Paulus Sa- 
moſatenus,) either is, or can be called a Lay-de- 
privation ? But, ſuppoſing he cou'd prove the ſame 
Practiſe upon the Reformers, as the Nonjurors 
Charge upon their Adverſaries, yet that Obje- 
ion wou'd be of no force; becauſe he might as 
well accuſe the Reformers themſelves of thoſe ve- 
ry Corruptions and Errors of Popery, from which 
they did reform, as Charge the Nonjurors with an 
Heretical Practice of their Fore-fathers, (ſuppo- 
ſing them to have been guilty of ic) from which 
their preſent ſeparate Communion, their printed 
Vindications, and their very common Diſcourſes 
do publickly and lukficiently declare them to have 
refozmed. | 

The Pamphleteer has alſo endeavour'd to pro- 
ſelice his Reader, by pretending an Agreement 


between his Doctrine, and that of the firſt Refor- 


mers. See his own Words, p. 88. — © That you 
«& imitate our firſt Reformers, who ſcorn'd to take 
5 their Claim to the Purity of the Goſpel from 


4 ſuch Topicks ; (viz. of uninterrupted Succeſ- 


© fion) 


„ 
** fion) that you do not put the Cauſe of the Re- 
* formation upon ſuch Trifles. That you 
*© cannot put their or your own eternal Salvation 
*© upon their regular Ordination and unbroken 
* Succeflion from the Apoſtles, becauſe this would 
© be to put it upon the Invention of Men, and 
not the Declaration of Chriſt, and indeed upon 
what you may be very well aſſur'd never was. 
They ſcorn'd, ſays he, to take their Claim from 
ſuch Topicks as an uninterrupted Succeflion : Re- 
gular Ordinations and unbroken Succeflions are 
Inventions of Men, and Chimerical Terms of 
Salvation, 

The latter part of this Aſſertion I have already, 
I hope, proved to be falſe ; and for the other, I 
ſhall leave the whole World to judge of the Truth 
of it, when they have conſidered, firſt, The con- 
tinued Care of the Church of England from the 
very Infancy of the Reformation, to prevent an 
Interruptionin the Succeſſion, as appears by their 
publick Records, as well as by the Writings of 
particular Governours and Members of it, in 
which are preſerved both a Series of the Succeſ- 
ſion, and an Hiſtory of as many of the Conſecra- 
tions, as are neceſſaty to prove the continuance 
of that Succeflion : Particularly the Record of 
Archbiſhop Parker's Conſecration, which is a 
ſtanding Evidence againft the ſcandalous Aſſer- 
tions of the Roman Church, and a laſting Monu- 
ment of the Church of England's Care to continue 
the Miſſion. Secondly, The Articles, Canons and 
Rubricks, of the ſame Church, in which ſhe in- 
ſiſts upon the neceſſity of a lawful Call for the 
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Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and wi.t that 


Call is ſhe plainly diſcovers, in her Preface to the 
Form of Ordination, where ſhe expreſly declares 
the Miſſion to be derived from the Apoſtles, and 
Decrees that no Man ſhall be accounted, a - 
f PO awitu 
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Jawful.Biſhop, Prieſt or Deacon, &. except 
be called, c. or hath had formerly Cpilc 
Conlecration or Ordination. 71 

And now to ſum up all, To ſay that ever ti 
was an Interruption in the Succeffion or M 
of Biſhops hero in 2ritcjn, Whether at the Re 
mario! or at any other Tine, is both Falſe 
>cindalons;.and to fay hat the Church ha 
other Foundation chan its Eſtabliſhment by L. 
cr that Lay-deprivations are valid, is puttin; 
upon 2 precarious Bottom. For at that rai 
Church may be botn made and unmade in 
Jar as the Legiſlator ſhall think fit. For 
a nple, the Presbyterians in Scotland turn d 
the Epiſcopal Clergy there, and intruded 
their Churches; who upon a freſh Occaſion m 
have been in like manner ſupplanted by the 
de pendents, theſe by the Anabaptiſts, the 
baptiſts by others; till their Religion i 
have become as mntable as the Faſhion and 
lour of their Cloaths. From all ſuch unchri 
Aijertions and Practiſes, (I here conclude 
the Prayers of the Church) From al! Sed, 
Privy Conſpiracy and Rebellion; From all falſe Dot 
Hereſy and Schiſm ; From hardneſs of Heart, and 
iempt of thy Word and Commandime ut. 

Good Lord deliver Us, 


Lmighty God, who ſpeweſt to them that 4 

Error the Light of thy Truth, to the intent 

they may reiurn into the way of Righteouſneſs ; C 
unto all them that are admitted into the Fell-wſt 

- » Chriſt's Religicn, that they may eſch:w thoſe t 
that are contrary to their Prof. ſſion, and follow all 
things as are agreeable to the ſame, threush our 


Jeſus Chrijf, Amen. 
Is 


xcept he 
Cpilcopa! 
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